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Though work on Wolman is running behind, other projects are on track. 


Campus construction 
progresses steadily 


By JUSTIN LI 


News & Features Editor 


Work on three large 
construction projects con- 
tinued over 
Winter Break 
and Interses- 
sion on the 


It doesn’t - 


ceiling tiles, lighting, the 
front doors and turnstiles. 

According to current 
time tables, the main lobby 
will be opened for use by 

Feb. 14. The 
_ majority of 
the first floor, 
including 
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a series of delays in the 
delivery of building ma- 
terials and other items, 
renovations of the Wolman 
lobby, originally slated for 
completion by mid-Febru- 
ary, will continue until the 
first week of March. 

“We really wanted to 
have that done by the time 
students came back for sec- 
ond semester,” Carol Mohr, 
Senior Director of Housing 
and Dining Services, said. 
“Unfortunately there were 
some misses.” 

Building materials that 
have been delayed include 
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By RACHEL WITKIN 


Managing Editor 


Alan Fish was appointed 
to be the University’s first 


| Vice President of Real Estate 


and Campus Services in Jan- 


| uary. His position includes 


overseeing the entirety of 
the University’s real estate 
operations. Fish will also 
coordinate the schools and 
divisions that exist on the 
Homewood Campus. 

“The main goal that 
was set up by senior lead- 


HOP Presents Michael Kent 


JHI collaborating with Kuwaiti hospitals 


By SUZ AMEDI 
Staff Writer 


Johns Hopkins Medi- 
cine International (JHI), 
the international arm of 
Hopkins medicine, has re- 
cently signed a five-year 
agreement with the Ku- 
waiti Ministry of Health 
to consult in four of their 


major hospitals. 

The goal of the collabo- 
ration is to increase the 
standard of health care de- 
livery in Kuwaiti hospitals 
by working with hospital 
managers, local doctors, 
administrators and nurses. 

“Basically the agree- 
ment is to upgrade the 
functioning of the hospital 


for the public hospitals as 
well as to work with them 
to improve the quality of 
the clinical services they 
provide,” Steve Thompson, 
CEO of JHI, said. 
Beginning in early 2012, 
JHI will work with Kuwaiti 
hospitals in Amiri, Far- 
waniya, Jahra and Adan to 
SEE KUWAIT, pace A5 


Econ prolessor receives special appointment at the Fed 


By BEN KUPFERBERG 
Staff Writer 


The Federal Reserve 
Board recently appointed 
Hopkins Professor Jon 
Faust as a special advis- 
er in the Office of Board 
Members. He assumed his 
post on Jan. 17. 

Faust serves as the Lou- 
is J. Maccini Professor of 
Economics in the Krieger 


School of Arts and Sciences 
as well as the director of 
the Center for Financial 
Economics. 

“The appointment is an 
enormous honor for Johns 
Hopkins and the Econom- 
ics department. Prof. Faust 
is being appointed to a very 
senior position as special 
advisor to the Chairman 
of the Fed. This comes at a 
time of global turmoil not 


66 


seen since the 1930s,” Act- 
ing Director of the Center 
for Financial Economics, 
Professor Jonathan Wright, 
said. 

Prior to joining the Hop- 
kins community in 2006, 
Faust served in the Federal 
Reserve as assistant direc- 
tor of the Division of Inter- 
national Finance for nearly 
two decades. 

“T am very pleased to 


be able to serve the Fed 
and the country in these 
remarkable and difficult 
times. When I left the Fed 
for Johns Hopkins, I never 
expected to go back on any 
basis except, perhaps, to 
give an academic seminar. 

“When I was asked to 
come back as a Special Ad- 
viser, a friend reminded 
me of the daunting 

See FED, pace A5 


In Iraq, the U.S. has replaced its soldiers with private contractors 
— numbering anywhere between 15,000 and 30,000 — to support 


its embassy, the largest in the world. 
BG ee 


ership when the Univer- 
sity formed this position 
is to look at how all the 
schools and colleges that 
collectively make up the 
University can collaborate 
in planning their capital 
projects and managing all 
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f.% Hopkins hires Fish as new VP of real estate 


of their real estate assets in 

a way that is both cost ef- 

fective but functional for 

the research and teaching 

that they do,” Fish said. 
Fish was the Associ- 

ate Vice Chancellor at the 

See FISH, pace A5 
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Comedian and magician Michael Kent entertained students in Shriver Hall at the HOP’s welcome-back event for the spring semester. 


By KATHERINE SIMEON 


News & Features Editor 


Touching and the Enjoy- 
ment of Sculpture: Exploring 
the Appeal of Renaissance 
Statuettes, which opened 
Jan. 21 at the Walters Art 
Museum, centers around 
how touch contributes to 
art and sculpture. As the 
name implies, the exhibit 


All 


Walters exhibit oflers hands 
on experience, literally 


allows patrons to touch 
sculptures and other arti- 
facts that would generally 
be off limits in a museum. 
The forces behind this 
unusual exhibit, Walters 
curator Joaneath Spicer 
and Hopkins _ neuro- 
scientist Steven Hsiao, 
come together from two 
very different fields 
See TOUCHING, pace A5 
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Patrons can have a tactile interaction with the art in the new Walters exhibit. 


By RACHEL WITKIN 
Managing Editor 


Hopkins had its first 
Symposium on Teaching 

Excellence in the Sciences 
on Friday, Jan. 20 to dis- 
cuss how to move forward 
with the Gateway Sci- 
ences Initiative, a move- 
ment aiming to improve 
the way that introductory 
science classes at Hop- 
kins are taught. About 400 
people, including leaders 
in science education from 
around the country, Hop- 
kins faculty, staff and stu- 
dents attended the sympo- 
sium. 

President Ron Daniels 
set the tone for the sym- 
posium by discussing the 
problems with the lecture 
format of most introduc- 
tory science classes that are 
imperative for students’ 
success in further science 
classes. 

“A reliance on a large 
lecture, in one way a kind 
of dump of knowledge 
techniques, we know that 
these courses create a cli- 
mate that is often closer to 
a game of survivor than it 
is to a moment in which 
we see that this is the stu- 
dent’s first introduction to 
these great disciplines,” 
he said. 

Provost and Senior Vice 
President for Academic Af- 
fairs Lloyd Minor spoke 
next, praising Hopkins for 
its high STEM (science, 
technology, engineering 
and mathematics) reten- 
tion rate. According to Mi- 


nor, 63 percent of Hopkins 


COURTESY OF THE CENTER FOR EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
UMBC President Freeman Hrabowski spoke about his Meyerhoff Scholars Program. 


students are interested in 
STEM majors when matric- 
ulating at Hopkins, and 57 
percent of these students 
graduate as a STEM major, 
which is a 90 percent reten- 
tion rate. Although this 
rate is higher than that of 
many other schools, Minor 
said that there are many 
ways that Hopkins’s sci- 
ence classes could be im- 
proved, which is the goal 
of the Gateway Sciences 
Initiative. 

“We knew that Johns 
Hopkins must be doing 


something right, but that 
didn’t mean that we were 
satisfied with where we 
were, or what we could be. 
Large and passive lecture 
courses still dominate the 
gateway science courses 
here, as elsewhere,” he 
said. “We should excel at 
gateway science education, 
so we committed ourselves 
to discovering how we 
could improve gateway sci- 
ence teaching at Hopkins.” 
Minor went on to discuss 
the need to make science 
classes more interesting, 
like they used to be in pri- 
mary school, and not just 
prerequisites for science stu- 
dents to check off the list. 
“By the time these kids 
get to college, the fun sci- 
ence fair projects and ex- 
periments like exploding 
soda can volcanoes have 
been replaced by the lec- 


ture hall,” he said. “Lost 
in the grime and facts and 
formulas is the thrill of dis- 
covery.” 

Yale University’s Direc- 
tor of the Center for Scien- 
tific Teaching Jo Handels- 
man gave the first keynote 
presentation on “National 
rrends in the Transforma- 
tion of STEM Education.” 
Her talk focused mostly 
on how the lecture sys- 
tem should be replaced 
with more active learning 
to keep students engaged 
with the class material to 
ensure that they 
learn. 

“You can't live in the 
modern world without be- 
ing able to process scien- 
tific information and know 
where it came from,” 
said. 

She stated that the Unit- 
ed States is going to need 
one million STEM workers, 
which will not happen if 60 
percent of students contin- 
ue to leave their STEM ma- 
jors. Retaining women and 
minorities in STEM majors 
is even more of a problem 
today. 

Handelsman believes 
that students are aban- 
doning these majors be- 
cause of poor teaching 
and an emphasis on facts 
instead of active learn- 
ing. In her talk, she advo- 
cated for evidence-based 
teaching classes where a 
backward design is used, 
which would mean that 
learning goals would be 
the most important part 
of the class. 

“We do have the ability 


actually 


she 


to change, and yet, we have 
been stuck in medieval 
methods for many centu- 
ries,” she said. 

Princeton University’s 
Director of the Lewis-Si- 
gler Institute for Integra- 
tive Genomics, David Bot- 
stein, was the next keynote 
speaker with his presenta- 
tion on “Integrated Intro- 
ductory Science Curricu- 
lum for Undergraduates at 
Princeton.” His introduc- 
tory science curriculum 
at Princeton is a two-year 
program that combines the 
core science classes and 
provides students with the 
math background that they 
will need ina STEM career, 
focusing on the most fun- 
damental ideas while us- 
ing up-to-date methods so 
that students want to learn. 
The program at. Princeton 
does not include pre-med 
majors due to their strict 
requirements, which does 
not allow Botstein and the 
faculty room to be creative. 

“The quickest way to 
kill a course is to require 
it,” he said. 

Botstein’s presentation 
was followed by the stu- 
dent panel, which was led 
by Associate Research Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry Chris- 
topher Falzone. The panel 
featured Bloomberg School 
of Public Health graduate 
student Jeff Goldsmith, 
sophomore Jackie Heath, 
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School of Medi- 


cine student Ja- 
son __ Liebowitz, 
senior Fareedat 
Oluyadi, School 
of Nursing stu- 
dent Samantha 
Schneider and 
graduate stu- 
dent Matthew 
Walters. Panel- 
ists discussed 


subjects such as 
what makes a 
effective, 
ways to develop 
critical thinking 
skills in classes, 
such as clickers, 
the competitive 


course 


pre-med _— envi- 
ronment at Hop- 
kins, informa- 
tion retention, 
group learning 
and covered 
grades. 


According to 
Vice Provost for 
Research Scott 
Zeger, who is 
on the Faculty 
Steering Com- 
mittee for the 
Gateway Science 
Initiative, the 
highlight of the 
student panel was when 
Heath challenged Bot- 
stein’s views on pre-med 
students. 

“I was very impressed 
by one of our students who 
stood up to Dr. Botstein,” 
Zeger said. “I thought it 
was good for Johns Hop- 
kins pre-med students to 
stand up for themselves. 
[It was an] interesting and 
diverse cies of people 
wee To get the 
most out 
of the ini- 
tiative we 
need to in- 
crease the 
student in- 
volvement 
in the con- 
versation.” 

Heath 
expressed 
many of 
her opin- 
ions dur- 
ing the 
panel, such 
as her dis- 
like of 
covered 
grades be- 
cause they 
cause stu- 
dents to 
not work as 
hard, and 
how Hop- 
kins _ stu- 
dents meet 
the expec- 
tations of 
the “pre- 
med men- 
tality.” 

“We all 
had very 
distinct 
opinions and I think it was 
cool that we got to repre- 
sent the undergraduate to 
the pre-professor opinion, 
so the line-up was really 
interesting,” Heath said. “I 
think that we were able to 
answer a lot of questions 
that the professors had and 
they could see it coming 
directly from,the students 
instead of other professors. 
. .we had less of a bias in 
our answers.” 

Goldsmith hopes that 
the panel was useful to the 
professors who are design- 
ing better classes, as he 
hopes to become a profes- 
sor. However, he thought 
that the panel could have 
been more diverse. 

“I think it’s very easy 
for professors to be dis- 
connected from the reac- 
tions that students have 

..that’s not a good thing 
when you're trying to 
change the way for how 
classes are being taught, 
so having that perspec- 
tive hopefully is useful to 
some faculty members,” 
he said. “The people in 
the student panel are sort 
of, by default, people for 
who the current ¢curricu- 
lum works for. We may 
have not had as many 
contradictory opinions as 
could have been useful.” 

Vice Dean for Under- 
graduate Education Ste- 
ven David thought that it 


was important to include 
a student panel, as the 
students are the people 
who the Gateway Scienc- 
es Initiative will affect the 
most. 

“You don’t want to sim- 
ply talk down to people 


COURTESY OF THE CENTER FOR EDUC 
Provost Lloyd Minor, who is on the Faculty Steering Committee for the Gateway Sciences Initiative, was an opening speaker. 


The final keynote 
speaker was UMBC Presi- 
dent Freeman Hrabowski 
who presented on “Cul- 
ture Change at UMBC: 
The Meyerhoff Scholars 
Program and First-Year 
Science Course Redesign.” 
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Dean of Ap- 
plied Physics 
Eric Mazur presented his 
“Confessions of a Convert- 
ed Lecturer.” Through his 
classes, he focuses on help- 
ing students really learn 
the information instead of 
memorizing lectures and 
forgetting the information 
once the class is over. 

“It’s no longer about re- 
membering information, 
it’s about how to use it,” he 
said. 

The symposium then 
broke into brainstorming 
sessions, which were “Re- 
forming Pre-med Culture 
and Learning,” “Employ- 
ing Active and Diverse 
Educational. Methods _ in 
Gateway Science Courses,” 
“Role of Gateway Science 
Courses in Encouraging 
STEM Career Choices” and 
“Using New Technologies 
to Enhance Learning in 
Gateway Science Courses.” 


in essential 
gateway 
courses. 

“Building community 
among students makes a 
big difference,” Hrabowski 


‘said. 


Minor concluded the 
symposium by restating 
how important gateway 
science courses are for suc- 
cess in STEM majors. 

“My vision for this ini- 
tiative is that it will con- 
tribute to the development 
of the learning assessment 
and the learning outcome 
measurements, the science 
of learning as a scholastic 
discipline,” he said. 

Biophysics professor Jon 


*Lorsch, who was the Chair 


of the Committee for the 
symposium, thought that 
the event was very success- 
ful, and was pleased to see 
so many people invested in 
working on Hopkins’s cur- 
riculum. 
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“It’s ironic that K-12 
education is ahead of grad 
and undergrad education 
in that arena, so it’s time to 
catch up and see if there’s 
better ways to teach stu- 
dents than having them sit 
in giant lecture halls,” he 
said. 

Heath also thought the 
symposium was success- 
ful from’ a student's per- 
spective, as long as the 
professors in attendance 
learned from the keynote 
speakers. 

“I think the first thing 
is that the professors have 
to want to improve their 
styles, they have to want 
to change. As long as the 
lecture system is loved 
and respected by some, 
it’s been proven, throu 
data, statistics. . .that it’s 
not as effective as when 
you' incorporate active 
learning,” she said. “The 
first step is that the pro- 
fessors would have to re- 
ally be genuinely inter- 
ested in learning about 
how to change and actu- 
ally enforcing the chang- 
es. | just hope that these 
changes they’re talking 
about actually do start to 
happen. . .it’s one thing to 
have these great ideas but 
it’s another thing to actu- 
ally implement them.” 

David also thought that 
the symposium went well, 
especially because it high- 
lighted something that af- 
fects many Hopkins stu- 
dents. 

“I think the most im- 
portant thing is recogniz- 
ing that this is important, 
that this matters, that un- 
dergraduate education is 
important, and nothing is 
more important than the 

gateway science classes 
because so many students 
pass through them at one 
time or another,” he said. 
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Firefighters stand around the scene of the incident, in Clear Spring, MD. 


Hopkins student 
rescued from cave 


By KATHERINE SIMEON 


News & Features Editor 


A Hopkins _ student 
was rescued by fellow 
students and an unaffili- 
ated bystander after being 
pinned by the knee and 
trapped in a cave on Tues- 
day, Jan. 24. 

While on a cave explo- 
ration trip with the Johns 
Hopkins Outdoors Club 
(JHOC) 


the rock pinning Tracy’s 
knee and free him from 
the cave. 

JHOC, part of Hop- 
kins’s experiential educa- 
tion program, also offers 
other activities to stu- 
dents such as canoeing, 
climbing and mountain 
biking. This particular 
trip presented an experi- 
ence to students that re- 
quired a solid application 


to of proce- 
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in a small as First 
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pinned in ers,” Tracey 
place. Af- DIRECTOR OF Reeves, Di- 
ter about MepIA RELATIONS rector of 
15 minutes, Media Rela- 
other _ stu- tions, wrote 
dents real- in an e-mail 
ized he was trapped and to The News-Letter. 
promptly called 911. Tracy emerged from 
When professional the incident unharmed. 


firefighters arrived at the 
scene, they realized that 
the situation was not in 
their field of expertise 
and handed over the nec- 
essary equipment to Matt 
Hardy, director of Out- 
door Pursuits, according 
to a report made by CBS 
Baltimore. 

With the help of two 
other Hopkins students, 
who were certified as Wil- 
derness First Responders, 
and a bystander who was 
at the scene, the group 
was able to chip away at 
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Reeves emphasizes the 
importance of acting fast 
in an emergency situa- 
tion. 

“As with any emer- 
gency situation, students, 
like anyone else, should 
be aware of their sur- 
roundings and use their 
best judgment to  pro- 
tect themselves,” Reeves 
wrote. “And like with the 
JHOC group, they should 
call for help if they find 
that they need help with 
an emergency or urgent 
situation.” 
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Ataxia Ambassadors advocate, educate 


Ataxia Ambassadors have a strong influence on Campus and on Ataxia patients 


By RACHEL COHEN 
For The Vews-Letter 


Cerebellar Ataxia is rare 
neurological disorder of 
the cerebellum; it’s a seri- 
debilitating progres- 

sive disease that over time 
leaves one completely de- 
pendent on others’ assis- 
tance. 

Dr. Sarah Ying, a trained 
neurologist working at 
Johns Hopkins Hospital, 
studies and works with 
patients that have with cer- 
ebellar Ataxia. 

“| think right now 

| Ataxia is the last great 
frontier of neurology in 
| America,” Ying said. “Ev- 
eryone has heard about 
Multiple Sclerosis and 
strokes, but most people 
have not heard of what 
cerebellar Ataxia is.” 

The symptoms are of- 
| ten likened to the effects of 
| heavy alcohol intoxication. 
| Individuals suffer from 
slurred, incomprehensible 
| speech and impaired mo- 
| tor skills such as uncoor- 
dinated, clumsy walking 
patterns. 

“So you can imagine, 
if you’re drunk, those ef- 
fects will last a night and 
Base off in the morning. 
| But for people with cere- 
| bellar Ataxia, this is a per- 
| manent degeneration that 
| does not go away. And in 
| most cases, their mind re- 
| mains fully in tact, so the 

individual is completely 
| aware of what is happen- 
| ing to them,” Ying said. 
Because so few people 
| know what Ataxia is, these 
| sick individuals are of- 

ten assumed to be simply 
| hung-over; thus, they rare- 
| ly receive the sympathy 


ous, 


| and understanding they 
| deserve. 
“A lot of individuals 


| have started wearing shirts 
that say, ‘I’m not drunk, I 
have Ataxia’,” Ying said. 
“It’s hard because peo- 
ple don’t look so kindly 
on other people who are 

| stumbling around at 10 in 
the morning.” 
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Making a_- difference, 
Ying is now faculty ad- 
visor for Ataxia Ambas- 
sadors. The Ataxia Am- 
bassadors at Hopkins is a 
student group that sets out 
to spread awareness of the 
severe disorder. 

“Raising awareness is 
really my favorite aspect of 
being in the club. It’s a re- 
ally terrible disease and no 
one knows anything about 
it,” sophomore Megan 
Crants, treasurer of Ataxia 
Ambassadors, said. 

“One of my _ friends 
from high school had it but 
no one really understood 
what it was, and we all 
felt bad because we didn’t 
know what to do. So this is 
a way for me to do my part 
for him.” 

Founded four years ago, 
the club has approximately 
30 members who bring a 
strong presence to campus, 
especially at their annual 
Ataxia Picnic. 


A crowd of people sit in the Glass Pavilion for the annual Ataxia Picnic. 
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COURTESY OF ATAXIA AMBASSADORS 
Ataxia patients enjoy themselves at the annual Ataxia Picnic, hosted by the ambassadors every fall on campus. 


The Ataxia Ambassa- 
dor’s biggest day of action 
on campus comes dur- 
ing the fall bringing to- 
gether students, doctors, 
researchers and patients 
from Maryland and sur- 
rounding states that suf- 
fer from Ataxia. The day 
is intended to be a happy, 
social day of fun and rais- 
ing awareness. 

Many of the patients 
that come are members 
of the Chesapeake Chap- 
ter of the National Ataxia 
Foundation, a group that 
has been around since 
1982. 

“We also advertise the 
picnic at the clinic and the 

Hospital,” Ying said. 

The opportunity for stu- 
dents and others to interact 
with Ataxia patients in an 
unparallelled eye-opening 
experience. 

“The Ataxia Picnic is 
my favorite part of being 
in the club because all 
the patients get to come 
together and share their 


stories,” sophomore Erin 
Vigil said. 
Along with raising 


awareness, the event is a 
strong fundraiser. All the 
money goes to support 
families and research in- 
volved with Ataxia. 

“This year we raised al- 
most $600 for the National 
Ataxia Foundation, and 
then some donors matched 
that amount,” Crants said. 

Different student 
groups joined with the 
Ataxia Ambassadors to 
help the Ataxia Picnic. 
Performances were given 
by Neuronal Jazz Quartet, 
the JHU student choir, a 
Capella groups Adoremus 
and the Octopodes and the 
Hopkins BBoys. Addition- 
ally, the Hopkins Associa- 
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tion for Stroke Awareness 
(HASA) was present to 
give free blood pressure 
screenings. 

While the fall is 
marked by a large scale- 
campus social event and 
fundraiser, the Ataxia 
Ambassadors also devote 
themselves to serious 
education and awareness 
year-round. 

“There is an Ataxia 
Clinic at Hopkins Hospital 
and so you can go in and 
observe the patients, help 
them with physical thera- 
py and help them walk,” 
Crants said. 

One day in the spring 
the club attends a medi- 
cal meeting Montgomery 
College. Members get to 
hear from patients, re- 
searchers, doctors, occu- 
pational therapists, physi- 
cal therapists and speech 
therapists. It is an inter- 
active event where there 
is a vibrant discussion 
between the audience 
and the speakers. This 
has helped students learn 
more about what it is like 
living day to day with the 
disease. 

“There’s the medi- 
cal meeting in the spring 
and the Ataxia Picnic in 
the Fall. The spring one is 
more heavy and serious 
with the doctors talking 
to you, and then the Pic- 
nic was born more out of 
a happier, social event,” 
Ying said. 

With so much knowl- 
edge and cutting edge re- 
search surrounding Hop- 
kins students in Baltimore, 
groups like Ataxia Am- 
bassadors exist to. remind 
the community that there 
are still problems left un- 
solved, and diseases still 
not cured. 
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Prolessor’s mentorship leads Hopkins students to strong careers 


By DEVIN ALESSIO 
Kor Zhe News-Letter 

With — arguably the 
strongest premed program 
and one of the highest law 
sc hool 


in the 


acceptance 
country, 
is undeniably a 
tessional 


those 


rates 
Hopkins 
pre-pro- 
Yet for 
students who see 
themselves on Wall Street 
post-graduation, Center 
for Leadership Education 
Kendrick 
is here to help where the 
Pre-Professional Advising 
Office may not. 

“I’m here to help make 
a difference. It’s really re- 
warding mentoring Hop- 


school. 


Professor Leslie 


to compete against him,” 
Kendrick explained 

\ brand 
tion at 


analyst posi 


Londontown Cor 


poration, the manufacturer 


of London Fog raincoats, 
allowed Kendrick to flex 
her marketing skills until 
she found her niche at Lip 
pincott William & Wilkins, 
a medical publisher in Bal 
timore, while studying for 
her MBA at Loyola Univer- 
sity at night. 

Kendrick worked in the 
firm’s product management 


and international market- 
ing divisions before she 
earned the title of Executive 
Sponsor. As an Executive 


Sponsor, Kendrick oversaw 


kins students,” Kendrick a line of medical journals, 
said. relations with the market- 
A New Jersey native, ing department and the 
Kendrick internship 
moved to program. 
Canada in What’s really Kaan 
the fifth . of the stu- 
grade. She rewarding is dents. said, 
spent her ; . ‘You know, 
childhood being able to feel youre | tee 
in Montreal |]jke you’ve made ally good 
and Toronto see at teaching 
before mov- a difference. me about 
ing back to your  busi- 
the United ~ LESLIE KENDRICK, ness and 
States to PROFESSOR FOR THE marketing 
study Mar- and how it 
keting and CENTERFORLEAD- all comes 
Advertis- ERSHIP EDUCATION together in 
ing at Penn publishing. 
State. Have you 
Kend- ever con- 


rick’s route to Hopkins is a 
bit more circuitous than that 
of the typical Hopkins nose- 
in-the-books professor: af- 
ter graduating from Penn 
State, Kendrick landed her 
first job at a small market 
research firm. After a year 
at the position, Kendrick 
spent two years at Harper & 
Row as a college textbooks 
sales representative. She still 
keeps in contact with her 
colleagues from her time at 
Harper & Row. 

“T get books for my 
course from a compet- 
ing sales rep now. He 
was tough because he re- 
ally knows his: business. 
When I started teaching, 
I thought, I’m gonna call 
him because it was so hard 


sidered teaching a college 
class?” Kendrick said. “I 
decided I wanted more of 
a balance when I had kids, 
so I transitioned to teach- 
ing part-time nights and 
weekends in 1997 when my 
kids were one and three,” 
Kendrick explained. 

When not spending 
time with her family or 
working, she enjoys read- 
ing, watching movies and 
playing tennis. 

Kendrick taught at 
Notre Dame of Maryland 
University and Loyola Uni- 
versity before coming to 
Hopkins in 2002. 

‘(The Entrepreneurship 
and Management program 
and the Center for Leader- 
ship Education] have grown 


so much in the ten years 
I've been here. We now 
have five marketing classes 
each semester and a host of 
follow-up classes. All of the 
Center for Leadership Edu- 
cation faculty come from 
practitioner backgrounds, 
and we try and bring that 
into the classroom. 

“It’s really rewarding 
mentoring students who 
are high-achieving and 
bright. In the CLE, what's 
really rewarding is _ be- 
ing able to feel like you've 
made a difference, whether 


you're taking students to 
New York and opening 


their eyes to career pos- 
sibilities during our Inter- 
session classes, or helping 
them write business plans 
through Hopkins Student 
Enterprises. There are so 
many different facets to 
how we interface with stu- 
dents, so many extracur- 
ricular offerings that we're 
able to work with students 
and see them grow and 


develop in their career 
paths,” she said. 
Chris Alvarez, Co- 


Founder and Manager of the 


Blue Jay Cleaners and Inter- 
im Manager of Hopkins Stu- 
dent Creative Services, cred- 
its Kendrick as a resource in 
and out of the classroom. 

‘IL always go to Professor 
Kendrick whenever I have a 
question regarding a newly 
developed marketing cam- 
paign,” Alvarez, a sopho- 
more, said. “Professor Ken- 
drick’s experience in the 
field makes her a valuable 
resource for HSE. Not only 
is she a great professor, but 
an excellent advisor who 
loves to help her students in 
any way possible.” — 

Undoubtedly, Kend- 
rick’s experiences in the 
business world shape her 
teaching style. 

“T bring the cultures I en- 
countered in London, Syd- 
ney, Hong Kong, Seoul and 
Tokyo while working in the 
international marketing de- 
partment at Lippincott Wil- 
liam & Wilkins to the Inter- 
national Marketing course I 
teach,” she stated. 

Kendrick’s students 
sing her praises as well. 

“The business courses 
I have taken have helped 


COURTESY OF ENGJHU.EDU 


The Center for Leadership Education fraternity, Alpha Kappa Psi, traveled to Whitelock Community Farm for Community Service Day. 


Come on in for 


. TUESDAYS WITH GERTIE — 
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COURTESY OF LESLIE KENDRICK 
Professor Kendrick’s classes guide Hopkins students toward potentially pursuing business or marketing for their future careers. 


me to further understand 
the lessons taught in my 
public health classes. For 
example, my background 
in marketing classes, es- 
pecially International 
Marketing, helped me to 
understand social mar- 
keting’s role in my public 
health Behavior Change 
class,” senior _—_ Public 
Health Studies major and 
Entrepreneurship & Man- 
agement minor Leslie 
O’Brien said. 

Kendrick’s upper-level 
courses provide students 
with relevant experiences 
in the business world. For 
instance, in her Advertis- 
ing and Integrated Market- 
ing Communication class, 
Kendrick divides the class 
into teams. that mirror 
that of an actual advertis- 
ing agency to develop and 
implement an on-campus 
marketing plan for a real 
client. Previous clients 
have included the FBI, Nis- 
san, and the Navy SEALs. 

“The feedback I get 
back from students is 
unlike any other class,” 
Kendrick remarked. 
“Some years, the client 
designates the course as 
a competition. One year, 
we actually won. Several 
students from that class 
were flown to the Navy 
Recruitment Headquar- 
ters in Tennessee and got 
to present the campaign 
to the Navy Headquar- 
ters. 

“Two campaigns were 
entered into the Baltimore 
chapter of the American 
Marketing Association and 
we actually received an 
award from the AMA for 
our class project for two or 
three years. Through our 
course offerings, students 
have been able to really 
build their resumes.” 

Kendrick also serves 
as the advisor to the Hop- 
kins AMA. Eight of her 
students will soon travel to 
New Orleans to compete in 
an international collegiate 


marketing competition. 
Kendrick stresses taking 
advantage of taking ad- 
vantage of opportunities 
outside of the classroom to 
achieve career success. 
“There’s so much value 
to doing internships. The 
more you know what you 
want to do with your ca- 
reer, the things you like 
to do in the industry, is so 
valuable because then you 
can start to cross those 
things you don’t like off 
your list,” Kendrick said. 
In fact, Kendrick credits 
her internships during her 
college summers for help- 
ing her realize what sort 
of positions she liked and 
didn’t like within market- 
ing. “Start exploring career 
opportunities as a fresh- 
man,” Kendrick advised. 
There’s a lot less pres- 
sure on students if they 
start exploring different 


possible career networks. 
They should experiment 


with different classes in 
CLE or outside of their ma- 
jor. I've had students take 
one marketing class and 
use their experiences to sell 
themselves into a position.” 

Kendrick recommends 
that seniors on the search 
for jobs utilize LinkedIn 
to help them make a list of 
their contacts in their cho- 
sen field. 

“Contact faculty, par- 
ents, friends of parents, old 
roommates and conduct 
informational interviews 
to get to know what oppor- 
tunities are available,” she 
said. “Make as many con- 
tacts as possible, because 
networking allows you 
to tap into the hidden job 
market the Career Center 
talks about.” 

Kendrick has helped 
many students find careers 
and encourages students to 
spread the wealth. 

“If I helped you help 
someone else, don’t send 
me chocolates or flowers. 
Pay it forward. That’s what 
it’s all about.” 


WANT TO SEE 
YOUR WORDS 
ON TELESE RAGES? 


The JHU News-Letter Open House 


Thursday, Feb. 2 


7-9 p.m.,Schalfer 300 
You bring the enthusiasm and we'll 


bring the food. 
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FED, rrom Al 
issues and said, ‘if not now 
when?’ That pretty much 
crystallized it for me and 
my wife and family,” Faust 
said. 

Faust earned a PhD 
in economics from the 
University of California, 
Berkeley, an M.Phil in eco- 
nomics from Oxford Uni- 
versity and a bachelor’s de- 
gree in economics from the 
University of Iowa. 

“The global financial 
crisis caught the econom- 
ics profession by surprise 
and must eventually lead 
to a fundamental rethink 
of the paradigm for mac- 
roeconomics and finance. 
In some ways, this is about 
rediscovering lessons from 
the Great Depression, but 
re-applying them to our 
time. Researchers in the 
Johns Hopkins Economics 
department and its Cen- 
ter for Financial Econom- 
ics are at the forefront of 
these developments, as 
is evidenced by Profes- 
sor Faust’s appointment,” 
Wright said. 

Faust’s position as a 
special adviser will in- 
volve contributing to the 
monetary policy process, 
in which he will work with 
Andrew Levin, who is also 
a special adviser. He will 
also be a part of the Federal 
Open Market Committee’s 
subcommittee on commu- 
nications. Furthermore, 
Faust will also work very 
closely with Steven Kamin, 
the director of the Division 
of International Finance, 
and the Division's staff in 
analyzing important inter- 
national issues. Faust will 
also assist the Board with 
various special projects. 

“Steve and the whole 
International Finance team 
are great. I spent about 15 
years in the International 
Finance Division, and I 
either worked for or with 
most of the current leader- 
ship in the Division. I look 
forward to working with 
them again,” Faust said. 

The subcommittee Faust 
will join was involved in 

creating a solution to a 
problem posed by the Fed- 
eral Open Market Commit- 
tee (FOMC) on the need 
for greater communication 
about the FOMC’s long 
term economic goals and 
policies to improve their 
effectiveness. The solution 
was to incorporate infor- 
mation about participants’ 


projections of future mon- 


etary policy into the Sum- 
mary of Economic Projec- 
tions, released four times 
a year. Faust will have the 
opportunity to continue 
enhancing communication 
and coming up with other 
solutions to various prob- 


lems in this subcommittee. 

“Professor Faust was 
appointed to this position 
because he is simultane- 
ously at the cutting edge of 
scholarly research, but also 
has great practical experi- 
ence and insights. While 
on leave from Hopkins, he 


will be right at the heart of | 


the policy process and will 
be attending meetings of 
the Federal Open Market 
Committee (FOMC) and 
discussing strategy with 


members of that commit- 
tee,” Wright said. 
Professor Faust has been 
given a two-year “public 
service” leave of absence, 
given only to faulty who 
have been asked by gov- 
ernment institutions for 
their expertise. Dean New- 
man, the James B. Knapp 
Dean of the Krieger School 


of Arts and Sciences gave | 


Faust the leave of absence. 

“Jon has an exceptional 
breadth of expertise in 
international economics, 
monetary economics, fi- 
nance and econometrics, 
along with nearly two de- 
cades of prior experience 
in the Federal Reserve 
System,” Federal Reserve 
Chairman Ben S. Bernanke 
said in the Fed’s news re- 
lease. 

While Faust is leaving 
Hopkins for two years, two 
co-directors, Robert Bar- 
bera and Jonathan Wright, 
have been selected to the 
Center for Financial Eco- 
nomics. Barbera is the chief 
economist at Mount Lucas 
Management in New York 
and a fellow at the Center 
for Financial Economics. 
Wright is also an esteemed 
economist, having served 
at the Federal Reserve 
Board in Washington for 
nine years. 

“The decision to return 
to the Federal Reserve was 
difficult mainly because 
the leave will involve 
some hardships for my 
family, for the faculty and 
students of the Depart- 
ment of Economics and 
for the Center for Finan- 
cial Economics. Of these, I 
was most concerned about 
the CFE, because it is rela- 
tively new and just gain- 
ing real momentum. We 
worked closely with Dean 
Katherine Newman, with 
the wonderful supporters 
of the CFE, and with my 
colleagues in the Econom- 
ics Department to make 
sure that the CFE stays on 
its strong upward trajec- 
tory. Jonathan Wright and 
Bob Barbera, in particular, 
have stepped up to lead 
the CFE, and I know they'll 
make it an exciting time for 
the CFE and its students,” 
Faust said. 
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Faust returns to Fed Wolman faces delays, others on schedule 
as special adviser 


CONSTRUCTION, From Al 
Although the University 


| does not expect the ceiling 


tiles for the first floor stu- 
dent lounges to be delivered 
until near spring break, the 


| third week of March, the 


student lounges will still be 
opened for use. 

“Tt doesn’t really 
change the ability to use 
the space. We wanted to 
let people into the space 
as soon as [we could] but 
it won't be finished until 
spring break,” Mohr said. 

According to Mohr, the 
details of who will have 


| access to the new facilities 
Ben Bernanke and other | 
| yet, aside from Wolman 


has not been determined 


residents. 

“Certainly all the stu- 
dents in Wolman will have 
first access,” Mohr said. 

Wolman residents have 
expressed annoyance at 
the construction. 

“It’s bearable but going 
in and out of the building 


is annoying,” freshman 
Timothy Ng said. 
Regardless, students 


have expressed excitement 
about the new amenities. 

“I'm excited that we 
get to have a new TV and 
study room as well as a 
kitchen because it’ll be re- 
ally convenient,” freshman 
Katherine Tran said. 

The design goal of the 
renovation was to produce 
a space that was much 
more open and visible. 

“We tried to put glass 
in these spaces to bring 
light in.. [and] to follow the 
Charles Commons theme 
and to give the opportu- 
nity to see what’s going on 
and to be seen,” Mohr said. 


In addition to student | 


lounges, the first floor reno- 
vation will feature a small 
movie theater capable of ac- 
commodating 40 students, 
a common kitchen and a 
multi-purpose room. The 
student group A Place to 
Talk will also have a coun- 
seling room on the first floor. 

Parts of the terrace level 
renovation have been com- 
pleted and have been made 
available for student use, 
including an exercise room 
with several treadmills and 
elliptical machines and a 
study space which will be 
decorated with student sub- 
mitted art work. Access to 
the remainder of the terrace 
level space, which includes 
a game room with two 
large flat-screen televisions 
and a computer room with 
several computer terminals 
and a J-card operated laser 
printer, will be made avail- 
able to students over the 
course of the next week. 

The Cordish Lacrosse 
Center, which will be situ- 
ated on Homewood Field on 
the north side of campus, is 
also in the words. Last Tues- 
day, concrete pouring for 
the roof deck of the struc- 
ture was completed. 


The Cordish Lacrosse 
Center will feature locker 
rooms for the men’s and 
women’s lacrosse teams, of- 
fices for the lacrosse coach- 
es, a conference room, a 
training room, a theater and 
a study room for lacrosse 
players to utilize. The Cen- 
ter will feature displays of 
trophies and other memo- 
rabilia from Hopkins La- 
crosse history. The building 
is also LEED (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental 
Design) certified. 

“(The Cordish Lacrosse 
Center] will heighten 
awareness of the [lacrosse] 
program itself,” Heather 
Hess, Project Manager 
from Design and Con- 
struction at the Office of 
Facilities Management, 
said. “[It’ll] help bring ex- 
citement to the program.” 

Overall students seem 
supportive of the project. 

“It looks like the Uni- 
versity is contributing to 
more than the lacrosse cen- 
ter,” freshman Craig Hen- 
nessy said. “They're build- 
ing the new science center 
next to Mudd. If they are 
expanding education-wise, 
they should expand athlet- 
ic-wise to accommodate all 
their walks.” 

“The lacrosse program 
brings in a lot of money,” 


FISH, From Al 
University of Wisconsin- 
Madison for the past nine 
years and had worked at the 
school since 1989. During his 
time at the University of Wis- 
consin-Madison, he planned 
a 2.5 billion dollar project to 
fund research and student 
life improvement buildings. 
He intends to continue this 
trend of planning new build- 


| ings at Hopkins. 


“Trying to catch up and 
keep modern and _ func- 
tional facilities so that the 
faculty and the researchers 
that are here in the Hop- 
kins world are really why 
we exist, so we're here to try 
to set things up so students 
have a great place to live, 
for teachers to have a great 
place to do education, and 
[so] the amazing research 
enterprise that we have here 
at Hopkins can continue to 
sustain itself,” Fish said. 

To start off, Fish plans to 
do a study this spring to de- 
termine what direction he 
should take to improve the 
student experience at Hop- 
kins. This includes discuss- 
ing the future of on-campus 
student housing and a pos- 
sible student center on the 
Homewood campus or in 
Charles Village itself. He 
also plans to look into what 
to do with the Olmstead Lot. 

“This will give us some 
direction on how we can re- 


Museum lets patrons break the rules, touch art 


TOUCHING, From Al 

to meld history and neuro- 
science together. The exhib- 
it consists of replicas, made 
carefully with precise digi- 
tal scans, that the public is 
free to pick up and touch. 
Spicer and Hsiao agree that 
interacting the art with a 
different sense — tactility 
— provides a learning ex- 
perience for visitors. 

“The purpose of this ex- 
hibition is to alert people 
how extremely important 
the sense of touch is to they 
way they interface with the 
world and certainly with 
the aesthetic experience,” 
Spicer said. {2 

The exhibit also poses a 
couple of questions accord- 


ing to Hsiao. 
“1) Why some objects 
are more aesthetically 


pleasing than others and 2) 
to examine whether there 


is an aesthetic to sculp-— 


tures that were meant to 
be held in the hand” Hsiao 
wrote in an e-mail to The 
News-Letter. “To my knowl- 
edge this is the first exhibi- 
tion to explore these issues 
in a public setting.” 

~ Walking into the ex- 


hibit, the room brings to- 
gether two different fields: 
art history is displayed on 
the right, while the neu- 
roscience component is 
showcased on the left. Both 
come together at a round 
table in the center. 

The sculptures origi- 
nate from the European 
Renaissance, a time when 
the sense of touch became 
more important when cre- 
ating objects, Spicer noted. 

“In the Renaissance, be- 
cause of various circum- 
stances, there was suddenly 
a very wide range of objects, 
of some luxury, that some- 
one might really have in 
their hands,” Spicer said. 
“IThis] really has not been 
true up until this time. . the 
understanding of objects as 
well as simply the environ- 
ment that holding the object, 
touching them, even sort of 
caressing them, in a way, 
was a very important aspect 
of the aesthetic environ- 
ment. We are offering the 
public an opportunity to see 
what this is about.” 

The exhibit also looks 
at the neural responses in- 


volved in touching. This is — 


where Hsiao comes in and 
applies his research in the 
Hopkins lab to the art at 
the Walters. 

“My research for the 
last 30 years has been on 
how the brain processes 
tactile information.” Hsiao 
wrote. “What are the neu- 
ral mechanisms of how we 


feel the texture, size and~ 


shape of objects with our 
hands. Here we are extend- 
ing those studies to include 
how features of objects are 
represented to why do some 
objects feel better than oth- 
ers. Are there systematic 
rules that dictate why some 
things feel better than oth- 
ers? These studies will lead 
to more in depth probing of 
the neural mechanisms.” 
Aside from his work in 
the lab analyzing tactility 
of sculptures and working 
to replicate them, Hsiao 
designed the floor plan 
that ties the historical and 
scientific aspects together. 
Hsiao’s studies involved 
in this exhibit was funded 
by a grant awarded by the 
Brain Science Institute. 
The exhibit also aims 
to rejuvenate the public's 


view on the importance 
of touch, a sensation that 
Spicer notes is often taken 
for granted. 

“Perception from touch 
is different from the other 
senses in that it evokes in- 
timate feelings. The inti- 
macy of touch is used by 
artists not only in the cre- 
ation of objects to be held 
but also in paintings where 
the depictions of the hands 
carries the emotional im- 
pact of the painting. . In 
this age of digital commu- 
nication, there is a need for 
people to come together 
and to interact with each 
other. The sense of touch is 
the way to bring intimacy 
into your life and is an im- 
portant source of pleasure 
whether it be from using 
a well designed mouse to 
holding handé with a par- 
ent or lover,” Hsiao wrote. 
“If students leave the exhi- 
bition with an appreciation 
of the importance of touch 
in their everyday lives, I 
would be happy.” 

Despite the small size 
of the exhibit, Spicer notes 
that it is gaining a lot of in- 
terest. 


freshman Becca Levine said. 

“It’s a good investment.” 
The Center is named in 

honor of David Cordish. 


The lead donor, Cordish 


is a 1960s Hopkins gradu- 
ate and former member of 
the lacrosse team. Paid for 
by private donations, the 
construction costs are esti- 
mated at $10 million. 

Once completed, the facil- 
ity will be the first lacrosse 
only building in the United 
States, according to Calder. 

“Anything that keeps 
our team where it is as 
one of the top teams in the 
country 

is something that helps 
the entire university,” Di- 
rector of Athletics and Rec- 
reation Tom Calder said. 

The Cordish Lacrosse 
Center is scheduled for 
opening late August 2012. 

Meanwhile, across cam- 
pus, construction contin- 
ues at the Brody Learning 
Commons, according to 
Jody Latimer and Jennifer 
Dawson, Director of De- 
sign & Construction and 
Senior Project Manager 
at the Office of Facilities 
Management, respectively. 

“Work on the build- 
ing exterior is coming to a 
close; the site work (walls, 
landscaping, etc.) is slated 
to begin this month; inte- 


ally improve the 
undergraduate 
experience both 
on how you live 
and where social 
opportunities are 


in the future,” 
Fish said. “We'll 
be putting  to- 


gether the capital 
plan for the next 
year this spring, 
and we'll be look- 
ing five years out 
so we'll probably 
have some signif- 
icant updates to 
review later this 


; 
i 


rior walls and ceilings are 
being closed up; mock-up 
of paint colors are being 
reviewed; plaster ceilings 
have been completed; fur- 
nishings have been or- 
dered,” the two wrote in an 
e-mail to The News-Letter. 

Difficulties with inte- 
rior systems and the seal- 
ing of the underfloor air 
distribution system caused 
a revision to the construc- 
tion schedule. However, 
according to the Office of 
Facilities Management, the 
Brody Learning Commons 
is still on task for a Fall 
2012 opening. 

The Brody Learning 
Commons will feature 
over 500 new seats in the 
form of 16 group study 
rooms, 100 seat quiet read- 
ing room, a 75 seat cafe, 
seminar and_ technology 
rooms and open spaces 
with movable furniture. 

“Brody Learning Com- 
mons will afford our stu- 
dents and faculty the kind 
of space they deserve, with 


an infrastructure — physi- 
cal, technological and per- 
sonal (ie, library _ staff) 


— that will support their re- 
search and study needs in a 
way we simply cannot in the 
1960s MSEL,” Winston Tabb, 
Dean of University Libraries 
and Museums, said. 


Fish to coordinate Hopkins real estate 


spring.” 

Fish also plans 
on creating a sur- 
vey for students, 
faculty and staff that would 
examine the community’s 
interactions with the Home- 
wood campus. The survey 
would include a map that 
would mark where students 
go to class, study, socialize 
and where they feel safe. 

“We're really hoping 
that we can get a broad 
participation so that as we 
begin planning the next 
moves for the Homewood 
Campus we have some re- 
ally in-depth input from 
the students who use it ev- 
ery day,” Fish said. 

Some students felt that 
Fish should consider a 
student union among his 
priorities and as a possible 
use for the Olmstead lot. 

“T would love a student 
union,” senior Sruthi Saka- 
muri said. 

“Other campuses have a 
central place where all the 
students can go,” freshman 
Jillian Tse said. 

Along with the new 
projects that Fish is hoping 
to implement, his office is 
also working on ongoing 
projects, such as the under- 
graduate teaching lab and 


KUWAIT, From Al 
address medical issues and 
share knowledge in the 
fields of trauma, orthope- 
dics, rehabilitation, diabe- 
tes and obstetrics, pediat- 
rics and telemedicine. 

Sophomore Alisha Jamil 
is excited about this recent 
development. 

“I strongly feel that ‘ev- 
eryone deserves access to 
healthcare and it’s great 
that Hopkins is working 
on international health, 
reaching out to people who 


don’t have the access to the 
quality of healthcare that 


COURTESY OF DENNIS O’SHEA 


Fish will be responsible for Hopkins real estate. 


the Brody Learning Com- 
mons. He will also be work- 
ing closely with the recon- 
struction of Charles Street, 
which will start this spring. 
The construction will occur 
from 25th street to Univer- 
sity Parkway. The campus 
staff will work with Balti- 
more City to ensure Charles 
Street is safer and more ac- 
cessible to pedestrians. 


“We'll also be incorpo- 
rating more street trees 
[and] trying to incorpo- 
rate an art block in there 
as well,” Fish said. “When 
this project is over, [we 
hope that] Charles Street 
becomes more of a socially 
interactive place instead of 
just a place for cars.” 

Although Fish will miss 
working at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison, he 
is excited to start planning 
new buildings and initia- 
tives at Hopkins. 

“This is really a tremen- 
dous opportunity,” he said. 
“It's an amazing teach- 
ing and research univer- 
sity, and the opportunity 


to come here and join the 
Hopkins team was just too 
good to miss.” 


JHI provides consulting 
lo hospitals in Kuwait 


that they deserve or need,” 
she said. 
“Hopkins has been ac- 
tive in the gulf for a num- 
ber of years, and they ap- 
proached us about doing 
something like this two 
years ago. There have been 
discussions since then that 
led to this agreement,” 
Thompson said. : 
Thompson says _ that 
Johns Hopkins Medicine 
International will continue 
to expand its global health 
projects into other parts of 
the Middle East and the 
world. e 
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NEWS & FEATURES 


- ROGERS HOUSE: 


Residential Life offers Rogers house as a unique residential 
experience. We provide a “Healthy Living at Hopkins 
~Experience” within Rogers House. This is an option for 
KU RRERT FRESHMEN ONLY. 


Rogers House accommodates 20 students and one staff member. There 
are 12 singles and 4 double rooms. Gender may factor into placement 
due to the unique layout of the house. Each floor has 4 - 6 rooms, a large 
_common lounge with a flatscreen TV, and a kitchen. 


Students should plan to register in groups of 1 or 2. Selection will be 
spased on eligibility status and a room selection priority number. 


ers Open House: 
aes Jay, February ist @ 6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Py 
Tuesday, February 7th @.6:00pm — 8:00pm 


Applications will be available on-line starting 
Wednesday, February 1st, 2012 
@ http://home_at_hopkins.jhu.edu 
~ Deadline: aay) February 10th, 2012 by 5: oopm, 


“Form ‘more information contact ResLife by calling 410-516-8283 or 
“email Shelly Fickau at shelly[@jhu. edu. 


Students will receive eligibit notification by 
ry 1601 oe eid) i 
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Smoothie Station 


Vegetarian Options: 
Vegetable Tempura, Portabella 
More Flavors of Hot Tea Parmesan, Grilled Plantains 


Flavored Coffee Syrups /S!an Items: 
| Dumplings, Wontons, Spring Rolls 


Vegetable Juicer 


New Desserts: 


International Flavors 
Tortes, Cheesecakes, Cakes 


Lebanese, Hawaiian, 
Mediterranean, Latin, Asian 


Comfort Zone @ Nolav’s! 
WEEKL U k | 


Su day ‘ butter Crumb Cod, Stuffed Peppers, 
Droceolt, Rice Pilar 


ONE Oven Fried Chicken, Red ean + Rice 
Green Heins, Mhohed Potatoes 


Tue 0dy 2 Rotet Pork, Fegplant Parmesan, 
Sensovied Corn, Rototed Sweet Potatoes 


Wednesday » Plackened Cattioh, Curried Legumes, 
ChArrots, Hrown Rice 


Thursday Rototed Salmon, Stuffed Portabellao, 
quash, Or40 
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THE JOHNS Hopkins News-LETTER 


HIP HOP meee 
The next generation of COLUMNS is here. This is the place for restaurants, fashion, fitness, cooking, relationships, lifestyle and trends 


No topic too great, too small for celeb Twitters 


If you haven't been in the Twitterverse recently, a lot has been happening. Tweeters reflect on the week’s top stories 
in sports, politics, pop culture and all things news. Here’s a quick recap of some things you may have missed during 


the break from school: 


Conan O'Brien 


Last night, my kids saw Mommy kissing Santa Claus. That's the last 


time we go to that mall. 


This was my favorite tweet during the holiday season, 
and I figured I'd share it. Happy (belated) holidays. 


» 


e- 


ae) 


Stephen Colbert 


Ve Remember, South Carolina voters: a vote for Herman Cain is a vote 
for a chance to vote for me. Make your vote possibly count! 


Faux John Madden 


FactsWithoutWikipedia Tim Tebow may be a womanizing drunk, but 
damn does he throw a perfect pass. 


Great tweet, 10 out of 10. Not only does this satirical 
poster incorporate SOPA with football, but it uses a dou- 
ble entendre about Tim Tebow. 


In an official public polling during the South Carolina primaries, Stephen Colbert was 
slightly ahead of nominee Jon Huntsman. Upon hearing the news, Colbert decided to hand 
over his Super PAC to friend John Stewart and run for the President of the United States of 
South Carolina. However, there was a technicality in the rules, and Colbert was too late to 
appear on the ballot; likewise, Herman Cain was too late to pull his name off of the ballot 
after pulling his candidacy. Thus, Colbert ran on the ticket; a vote for Cain is a chance to 


vote for me. 
= 
s 


Rob Lowe 


Colts 


Ryan Khan 
Guest Social Media 
Columnist 


Adele 


Hearing my fave, #18 Peyton Manning will not return to “NFL. Wow. 


The sporting world has been in a frenzy ever since Rob 
Lowe posted this on Jan. 18th. The tweet was completely 
misinformed and many construed it as a joke. However, 
the tweet served almost as a home wrecker in Indianapo- 
lis and has caused a dissension between Peyton and the 
Colt management. Was this tweet the spark of the fire 
or just the finishing dagger? Will Peyton leave, and, if 
so, where will he go? There are so many questions sur- 
rounding one of the NFL greats and it will be exciting to 


see it all unfold. 


ima be, Ima be singing at the Grammys. It's been so long | started to 
forget | was a singer! | can't wait, speak soon xx 


Despite dominating the nominations for the 2012 Gram- 
mys, Adele was sidelined due to a throat injury, and many 
feared she would not perform at the show. However, the 23 
year old icon confirmed she will indeed sing and seems to 
be in high spirits. I’m sure the CBS execs are just as pleased 
as they will now be Rolling in the Deep ratings. 


Jeffrey C Lynch © je iynch' 
First time back in the library on the first day of classes *cleve! 
#goodtobeback 


Rob Gronkowski @fobGronkowski 


@ Hope everyone had a great weekend! Im hyped for surel Hope you... 
was all ¢gotgronkd I! 


23 Jan 


The Patriots are heading to Super Bowl XLVI, and 


& 


Poor Jeffrey. Hang in there... 


Gronk seems pretty excited. Will he be healthy in time? 
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Tablets and Pads: 
What use are they? 


While it will be some 
time before tablets in gen- 
eral play a larger role in 
Hopkins students’ lives, | 


| have noticed an increas- 


ing use of iPads in class or 
when other students are 
sitting or milling about 
elsewhere. Some seem to 
find them just as effective 
as laptops when typing 
down notes, especially 
with new accessories and 
portable keyboards. 

Flash back two years 
ago, and I myself would be 
laughing alongside every- 
one who saw the iPad as 


| merely an oversized iPod 


let users among my friends 
have gotten iPads over the 
past few months, some on 
his or her own volition to 
purchase one while others 
received one as a gift that 
they have come to thor- 
oughly enjoy. My room- 
mate proudly claims su- 
periority with his Apple 
device over the seven inch 
Lenovo tablet I had been 
working with for the past 
two weeks, just because I 
chose a more cost-effective 
device that has less enter- 
tainment potential and 
may prove to be less of a 
distraction. Certainly Ap- 


Touch. a edge 
Several is the sim- 
windows- lan Yu plicity of 
bias e.d navigating 
couch Guest Gadget 0s, white 
screen lap- ndroid’s 
tops with r greater 
eta table Columnist complexity 
screens offers more 
were al- customiza- 


| ready on the market, albeit 


priced on the high end, and 
the public had anticipated 
a Mac tablet laptop, not a 
larger iOS device. Priced 
lower than comparably 


| sized touch-screen devices, 


the iPad had still hit the 


markets successfully and 


more or less pioneered a 
new niche in the electron- 
ics market. 

Come back to the pres- 
ent and what has the rest 
of the industry done? Nu- 
merous PC and cell phone 
manufacturers have in- 
troduced their own 10 
inch tablets and gain lost 


| ground against the iPad; 
| some are trying to feed the 


tastes for slightly smaller 


| devices with seven inch 


devices, with most of 
them running on Android. 
Amazon-is now trying to 
expand their eReader suc- 
cess with the introduction 
of the Kindle Fire into the 
tablet competition with 
a lower price but weaker 
specs, and Windows-based 
tablets have made their ap- 
pearances as well. 

Here at Hopkins though, 
I still see a much more lim- 
ited embrace of all these 
competitors. The only tab- 


10 things I still do not understand about Hopkins 


ith age 

does not 

necessar- 

ily come 

wisdom. 
Not many people will tell 
you that in your life. And 
even less people will tell 
you that at Hopkins. But I 
am not one of those people. 
Over the past four years, 
I have amassed several 
questions and observances 
about our great university 
that are still a mystery to 
me. 


1. Classroom assignment. 
There area lot of buildings 
on this campus, and yet, 
somehow, every semester 
I hear about people hav- 
ing class in random build- 
ings like Wyman Park, 
McCoy or some room in 
the basement of the Rec 
Center. Never have I ever 
not been able to find an 
empty room to study in, 
take a nap or what have 
you. That sentence may 
have a double negative 
and sketchy syntax, but 
it’s still the truth. 

So, if this is the case, 
why do we sometimes have 
class in dorm buildings? 
We already need motiva- 
tion wearing something 
other than sweatpants and 


having a class in the same - 


building that we live in 
does not help matters. 


2. The word registrar. 


3. The arbitrary amount 
of time that you can rent 
a locker for. 

_ Three days. What's the 


deal with that? So maybe 
the thought behind that is 
allowing kids to use a lock- 
er for a period similar to a 
long weekend. But, let’ be 
real. We’re in the library 
24/7, and, if we’re not, then 
we tend to concentrate our 
time during weekdays. The 
week is five days. Wouldn't 
that be a more reasonable 
amount of time? 

Look, I understand that 
the worry could be about 
people who keep keys past 
the due date. I am guilty 
of this. I actually got a re- 
minder e-mail today (yes, 
I did rent a locker during 
Intersession). But us viola- 
tors of library policy are 
going to do it regardless 
of a three or five day loan 
period. So why not just ex- 
tend it and make a lot of 
people a lot happier? 


4. Do Hopkins students 
really have less sex? 

All the time, people say 
(half in jest, half in serious) 
that Hopkins kids are hav- 
ing less sex than everyone 
else. I don’t know if that’s 
true since I still manage to 
hear a fair share of smutty 
stories come Monday. But 
with an undergrad popula- 
tion full of eager research- 
ers and people who are 
probably “good with num- 
bers,” I feel strongly that 
there should be some sort 
of research conducted to 
find out. . 

And while you're at it 
(you being whomever sci- 
ence-inclined person de- 
cides to capitalize on my 
idea), take a look at Loyola 


and Towson too. There are 
things I need to know. 


5. Who is the one person 
I saw with a rolling back- 
pack? 

There’s a special time 
in every young person’s 
life where having a wheely 


bucket hat. 

Asian Johnny Depp, if 
you are reading this, I re- 
spect you. And I would 
like to buy you a drink 
some time. 


7. Is there a rule about 
watching porn in the li- 


backpack brary? 
is cool. + Es If you 
so cool Christina Warner » = » « 
7 1 
that little H in the li- 
blonde Guest Lifestyle brary and 
girls in : somehow 
braces Columnist ae 
glasses watching 
will carry luggage-type porn, then count yourself 


bags more akin to suitcas- 
es to school in order to be 
apart of this rolling popu- 
lation. Yes, I was that little 
girl, but I am sure that I’m 
not alone in saying that 
backpacks with wheels 
were cool. 

In October, I saw a 
young man with a rolling 
backpack at college. 1 would 
like to know who he is. 


6. Who is the Asian man 
who looks like Johnny 
Depp? 

In the same vein of 
watching people on cam- 
pus and never learning 
who they are (hey, I really 
am a Hopkins student), 
there is an Asian man who 
looks like Johnny Depp 
circa Jack Sparrow. If you 
have seen this guy on cam- 
pus, then you know that 
my description is 100 per- 
cent accurate. I have seen 
him in and around the li- 
brary, generally wearing a 


part of the fortunate few. 
I have heard of people be- 
ing escorted out by library 
personnel, but I have also 
seen some hardcore por- 
nography viewing going 
down and absolutely no 
repercussions. Follow up 
question: Why would you 
want to watch porn in the 
library? 


8. Let’s talk about the 
Sterling Brunch. 

Why is it even called 
Sterling? If it’s the best 
brunch of the — year, 
shouldn't it be called the 
Gold Brunch? And _fur- 
thermore, what’s the deal 
with the excessive amount 
of peel and eat shrimp at 
each brunch. Seriously. Ev- 
ery single one I’ve been to 
since freshman year. 


9, Graduate schools at 
Hopkins 

Hopkins isn’t too shab- 
by in terms of national 


(and international) rank- 
ings. We've got a ton of 
programs at grad and un- 
dergrad levels that people 
think are pretty damn 
good. But what’s the deal 
with the fact that we have 
random graduate schools 
in areas that we don’t of- 
fer? Business and educa- 
tion are the examples I’m 
thinking of. 


10. Why are the only 
condoms at Hel-Well fla- 
vored? 

While I have personally 
encountered a plethora 
of banana (Ha. Ha.) and 
strawberry flavored con- 
doms, others have expe- 
rienced an abundance of 
the vanilla flavor. Though 
each condom has its own 
special color and unique 
taste, they all have one 
thing in common: the fact 
that they are flavored. 
Umm, | don’t know about 
you guys, but I also like to 
use condoms when I ac- 
tually have The Sex. You 
know, intercourse. Not 
just oral sex. 

I need to admit right 
here that I'm not pre-med. I 
have no idea if you can use 
flavored condoms for non- 
oral sexy time. It just doesn’t 


sound like a good idea. 
I did google this dil- 
emna, however, and_ it 


tion yet has a side effect 
of a larger learning-curve 
and a greater time invest- 
ment. 

Still my choice to 
choose what basically is 
a cheaper and potentially 
less entertaining device 
extends from my ongoing 
personal skeptical over 
the usefulness of tablets 
for everyday use. There 
are certainly many practi- 
cal applications for a va- 
riety of business settings, 
and certain professions 
could benefit from hav- 
ing a touchscreen device 
that does not have the full 
functionality or power of a 
laptop. The focus on enter- 
tainment with most tablets 
and less on the actual pro- 
ductive uses has troubled 


me with their actual worth 


as a student trying to limit 
my distractions. Switch- 
ing between applications 
is also less fluid with the 
iPad and Android devices 
than on laptops, and other 
limitations have been the 
basis for my skepticism of 
whether these devices are 
really worth it. 

As one would imagine, 
it probably does make it 
easier to focus when read- 
ing electronic or online 
materials when your abil- 
ity to multitask or divert 
your attention is limited. I 
am one of those students 
who can easily stray from 
an open pdf file on my lap- 
top to some other program, 
especially web browsers. 
Reading papers is another 
pastime that my friends 
enjoy with their iPads, but 
they also have their fair 
share of games and other 
fun little apps to relax and 
enjoy their time. 

At the same time though, 

I do find myself sitting up 
in bed for long stretches of 
time browsing the Android 
app market, playing a new 
game or trying to find work- 
arounds for some imperfec- 
tions that Android has for 
non-cellular devices. It is at 
those times when I realize 
1 would probably be better 
off reading a book:or print- 
ing out a paper that I would 
need for an experiment or a 
bit of homework. Still, my 
attention span for many of 
these tablet games is lim- 
ited by their overall quality, 
which is honestly at times 
not much better than some 
infamous Facebook games. 
What would keep my 
attention going is the qual- 
ity set and constantly being 
raised by video game con- 
soles and PCs; they may not 
have the easiest time incor- 
porating social networking, 
but in most cases they are 
not necessary. The bound- 
aries of my tablet use are 
starting to become better de- 
fined. Perhaps they do have 


seems I'm not alone. Yahoo 
Ask you've saved me once 
again. 

Regardless, the fact still 
exists that I have never 
seen so many flavored 
condoms in my life until I 
came to Hopkins. 


their merit as a productivity 


tool for me, especially when 


I would rather leave my lap- 
top at home. niger 

Moreover, what use 
would a tablet be for you? I 
cannot offer a good guide- 
line, but your options are 
very much numerous. 


iam 
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BUT ALSO observations 


HIP HOP 


, rants, lists, thoughts, feelings, missed connections, haikus, confessions, furtive glances and, of course, sex. 


Fogo de Chao: A feast for those with large carnivorous appetites 


Ss we pre- 
pared to 
return to 
Hopkins for 


intersession 
this January, we also pre- 
pared ourselves for a 
month in which we could 
take advantage of all that 
Baltimore’s 


have to 


restaurants 
offer. After ex- 
ploring the Tuesdays with 
Gertie dinner special at 
Gertrude’s and Restaurant 
week at Pazo, we decided 
it was only appropriate to 
end with a feast at Fogo de 
Chao. 

We had been told about 
Fogo by friends, many of 
whom are ; 
with 


diehard fans 
respectable palates. 
Fogo de Chao is as much 
about the experience as it 
is about the meal. For those 
unfamiliar with this buffet- 
style Brazilian steakhouse, 
the meal takes on a some- 
what interactive quality. 
As soon as you arrive, you 
will be shown to your table 
only to get up a moment 
later for a trip to the salad 
bar, which is full of salad 
fixings like vegetables, 
cheeses and cold cuts. Your 
waiter will alert you to the 
purpose of your reversible 
coaster, of which the green 
side expresses “GO” and 
that you are ready for your 
meat course. 

In no time, waiters in 
different costume, dressed 
in traditional Brazilian garb 
(most memorable were their 
ballooning black pants and 
boots), will come whoosh- 
ing around your table each 
parading a different type of 
meat on a skewer. It is your 
job to help serve yourself: 
they slice masterfully and 
request that you use the 
tongs you've conveniently 
been given to place the 
meat on your plate. A meal 
at Fogo’s Baltimore location 
comes to just under $50 for 
the., generous, all-you-can- 
eat deal. Of course, at the 
end of your meal you will 
be tempted, and very possi- 
bly persuaded, to add onto 


this bill after seeing their 
enticing selection of des 
serts 

Needless to say, navi- 
gating this type of all-you 
can-eat special takes a cer 
tain amount of planning, 
preparation and _ strategy 
Being experienced eaters 
ourselves, we've developed 
some essential pointers on 
how to conquer the buffet 

First, it 
is impera- 
tive that 
you be pre- 
pared for 


Alex Barbera and 
Georgina Rupp 


was Manchego cheese, pro 
sciutto, Brazilian hearts of 
palm, artichoke 
sun-dried 


bottoms, 
tomatoes, fresh 
mozzarella, smoked salm- 
on, Italian salami, jumbo 
tabbouleh and 


shitake mushrooms 


asparagus, 


Upon sitting back down, 
we were beyond ready to 
dig in to the first course ot 
our meal at this food Mec- 


ca [hese 
were all 
fairly basic 


and simple 
appetizers 


a meal of that did 
big eating ; not require 
by _ wear- Food Columnists very much 


ing the ap- 

propriate outfit. The best 
approach, we’ve found, is 
that nothing be too tight 
around 


your middle. Be 
able to unbutton your 
pants or at best loosen 


your belt. Some might sug- 
gest during the 
day leading up to a meal 
at Fogo — this is not a bad 
idea because the food is 
heavy and filling, and the 
price is not worthwhile un- 
less you truly eat your fill. 
Second, you must dine at 
Fogo with a friend in front 
of whom you can eat (read: 
gorge yourself). Moreover, 
this is not the place for vege- 
tarians unless you only plan 
to eat at the salad bar, which 
comes at a lower price. 
Armed and ready to 
eat in our flowing shirts 
and stretchy pants, we put 
our napkins down and ap- 
proached the buffet table. 
Before tackling the table, 
we decided to circle it a 
few times to become fa- 
miliar with its strengths 
and weaknesses. Because 
the buffet table offers such 
a huge variety of inviting 
cold appetizers, we thought 
it would be best to sample 
a little of each and then go 
back for second helpings of 
our favorites. The wheel of 
24 month aged Parmesan 
caught our eyes (and our 
stomachs) first. Accompa- 
nying that on our plates 


fasting 


Bank 


Harbor 


creativ- 
ity to prepare. 
there were some highlights 
that should most definitely 
be collected when circling 
the table. The artichoke 
bottoms had a selection of 


Regardless, 


tasty dressings to choose 
from. We tried both the 
dill herb and the 
white ranch dressing, both 
of which complemented 
the artichoke extremely 
well. The hearts of palm, 
sun-dried tomatoes and 
shitake mushrooms were 
also packed with great fla- 
vor and left our palettes ea- 
gerly awaiting the flavors 
of the Brazilian meat. 
Although we were con- 
templating going back up 
for seconds, our waiters 
made the decision for us 


green 


when they picked up our 
plates and placed the three 
complimentary sides be- 
tween Caramelized 
bananas, fried polenta, 
mashed potatoes and pao 
de queijo came to the table 
with fresh plates. The cara- 
melized banana and pao 
de queijo, or warm cheese 
bread, were by far our fa- 
vorites. Both had great 
texture and flavor that ap- 
propriately the 
previously mentioned 
highlights of the salad bar. 

Ready to begin our real 
charruscaria chowing, we 
flipped our famous table 
cards to the “Green Go” 


us. 


followed 


waited. for our 
waiters to come with the 
meat. We watched the slabs 


side and 


slowly disappear and then 
reappear from the kitchen 
few minutes. Once 
one waiter with a lamb t- 


every 


bone glanced at our green 
cards, all the other wait- 
ers in the restaurant took 
notice and bombarded us 
with Brazilian meats. Still 
recovering from the salad 
bar, we were a bit over- 
whelmed by the slicing 
and tong grabbing going 
on around us. Once we 
mutually agreed to flip 
back over to red, we looked 
at our plates, prepared our 
mouths and commenced 
our consumption. 

Our favorite meats were 
the Filet Mignon, Frango 
(chicken), Lombo (Parme- 
san Crusted Pork Loin) and 
Linguica (Sausage). The filet 
was tender and very natu- 
rally flavorful. The chicken 
legs were extremely flavor- 
ful in a different way: they 
were very smoky and per- 
fectly cooked so that they 
were not dried out and 
the skin was enjoyable’ to 
eat. We tried two different 
skewers of the pork loin. 

The first time we only 
liked it because it was cov- 
ered in cheese; the meat 
wasn’t anything to sing 
about. However, after our 
meal was nearly over, we 
noticed a waiter carrying 
around another skewer 
of the pork; this one was 
steaming and had obvi- 
ously just come from the 
kitchen. We immediately 
turned our coasters back to 
green and were pleasantly 
surprised by the tender- 
ness of the pork and real- 
ized how successful the 
Parmesan was as a compli- 
ment to the meat. 

When choosing the meat 
which passes by you, we 
sincerely advise you to take 
time examining the skewer 
before the waiter starts 
slicing. Because the wait- 
ers constantly circulate the 
meat, it was sometimes cold 


towel 
urban 


convenien 


WI | | 


revitalization. Enjoy 


or dried out by the time it 
reached our plates. You will 
immediately be able to tell 
if the piece of meat in front 
ot you looks appetizing 
or not, so choose wisely. 
The sausage had a similar 
smoky flavor to the chicken 
and was also a solid choice. 
[he remaining, meats, how- 
ever, we found were salty 
and overcooked or flavor- 
less, leathery and difficult 
to chew. After eating all of 
the meats we realized why 
we enjoyed the banana and 
pao de quiero so much — 
they were the only things 
on the table that had mini- 
mal saltiness and a variety 
in texture. 

When you dine at Fogo 
de Chao be sure to avoid 
the mistake we made. DO 
NOT go for the salad bar 
first and then move onto 
the meat portion of the 
meal. Instead, try to eat 
the both simultaneously. 
It will give you a good bal- 
ance of flavor and allow 
the separate meats to stand 
alone. In addition, the key 
to this meal is pacing your- 
self. Don’t get excited by 
one meat and summon the 
waiter over for seconds, 
thirds and fourths. Like 
the salad bar, we think its 
best to experience small 
portions of all the meat 
during your first visit to 
Fogo and then deciding 
which your favorites are 
and asking the waiters for 
seconds. 

Because we saved this 
splurge for the special occa- 
sion of one of our birthdays, 
they surprised us at the end 
of our meal with a compli- 
mentary Molten Chocolate 
Cake complete with a can- 
dle and a sloppily written 
“HAPPY BIRTHDAY.” Al- 
though we had absolutely 
zero room in our stomachs 
(we had reached maximum 
eating capacity), there is 
ALWAYS room for choco- 
late cake. We dug in with 
eager spoons, but could not 
believe that this decadent 
oozing cake was the iden- 
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tical tasting twin of Warm 
Delights (the microwavable 
brownie treat you can find 
for two dollars at any gro- 
cery store). Unable to eat 
much more than one bite, 
left with our wallets 
thinner and our stomachs 
larger, exiting to the chuck- 
ling of our waiter as we dis- 
cussed our need for a juice 
cleanse. 

[he ambiance, in our 
opinions, left something to 
be desired. The walls were 
decorated with traditional 
Brazilian art and imagery, 
depictions that resembled 
those you might find on the 
walls of a children’s mu- 
seum exhibit. The music 
playing softly in the back- 
ground left one cringing 
at the blaring saxophone, 
which sounded far too 


we 


far 
much like what you might 
hear on Saturday Night 
Live. Part of why the res- 
taurant’s atmosphere may 
have felt so cold could be 
due to the fact that this res- 
taurant is a chain. Located 
on the block adjacent to PF 
Chang’s, Fogo de Chao of- 
fers a dining experience 
that is brimming with 
character but an environ- 
ment that utterly lacks it. 

All in all, a meal at 
Fogo de Chao is not for 
everyone. If you are a die- 
hard carnivore who lives 
to consume meat, then 
Fogo is the right dining 
experience for you. For 
diners like us who enjoy 
smaller portions, _ bal- 
anced dishes, delicate fla- 
vors and who like to savor 
each bite, Fogo is not the 
place to go. We felt rushed 
through our meal, unsat- 
isfied by the lack of food 
groups in the second half, 
and underwhelmed by 
the unvaried flavor of the 
meats. Ultimately it was 
the unexpected guest that 
joined us mid-meal that 
sealed the deal of our ex- 
perience at Fogo de Chao: 
the fly seemed to enjoy 
the meal slightly more 
than we did. 
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First week of class 


Laptops aren't going anywhere 


Rache 


| Witkin 


Some professors at Hopkins have 
banned computers in their class- 
rooms on the grounds that they dis- 
tract students and reduce their en- 
gagement in class discussion. During 
these first few days of class I have 
run up against myriad laptop poli- 
cies in my various courses. Though 
professors have legitimate concerns, 
I don’t think that banning laptops is 
reasonable in 2012. 

Taking notes on a computer pro- 
vides many known benefits to stu- 
dents. Typing notes is often much 
quicker than writing them. Typed 
notes are never messy or illegible. 
At the end of the semester, they 
can easily be converted into study 
guides for finals. Additionally, once 
notes are typed and stored on a 
computer they are easily accessi- 
ble. If you want to remember what 
a professor said about an obscure 
topic two years ago, you can simply 
search your computer and find old 
notes instantly. If your notes were 

written down, you would have to 
find a notebook that might already 
have been trashed. 

During class, if a professor uses a 
word a student does not know, they 
can use their computer’s dictionary 
to quickly define it. I often use this 

"resource in class so I don’t forget to 
“took things up later. This makes class 
more efficient and edifying. 

So why do professors ban lap- 
tops? Well, I think Facebook sums 
it up. There are, of course, countless 
things to do and people to talk to 
on the Internet. Students may check 
their e-mail, play computer games, 
or shop while they appear to be bent 


over studiously. From a professor's 
perspective, a student typing a blog 
post looks no different from a stu- 
dent who is actually listening and 
typing notes. 

Many professors who ban lap- 
tops are actually just looking to ban 
the Internet. If they could prevent 
students from going online they 
wouldn't have a problem letting 
them use their computers in class. A 
computer without Internet, though 
still powerful, is much more similar 
to a piece of paper. 

It is probably not realistic for Hop- 
kins to cut the Internet in differnet 
classrooms at different times at a 
professor’s request. Especially be- 
cause that professor may need to use 
the Internet anyway to show a video 
or other web resource. 

But rather than ban laptops al- 
together, professors could monitor 
students more closely. Some classes 
already have TAs doing periodic 
checks, or involve an explicit request 
that students use their laptops for 
classwork only. These deterrents may 
not be perfect, but they allow classes 
to move ahead, laptops in tow. 

Though professors have valid con- 
cerns about the distractions posed 
by laptops, it is too late to fight them. 
Students have fully integrated com- 


puters into their study habits and” 


daily life in college, and artificially 
removing them from certain situa- 
tions does little to really fix the prob- 
lem or hold students accountable for 
their own educations. At this point, 
professors need to accept the trend 
and find ways to work around it, or 
engage it head on. 


(lickers for attendance are anti-college 


Lily Newman 


There is some value to using CPS 
clickers in large lectures. By quizzing 
the class after the introduction of chal- 
lenging topics, professors can quickly 
assess whether the majority of people 
are following the day’s lecture and 
keeping up with the material. 

I have seen clickers uncover wide- 
spread confusion many times. When 
a large number of people vote for the 
wrong answer, or the class is split, 
everyone feels relieved that they 
aren't the only ones in the dark. They 
are more likely to pay attention to 
the rephrased explanation and they 

want to vote again to make sure they, 
along with a majority of the class, 
have now grasped the concept and 
are ready to move on. It really works. 

What I don’t understand is using 

clickers to take attendance in large 
lectures. Many of these classes tie a 
portion of your grade to whether or 
not your clicker is present and voting 
during class every day. This makes 
no sense tome. _ 

Traditional lectures, as they are 
currently conceived, are supposed to 
test a student's discipline in addition 
to their ability to learn a specific topic. 
Their size allows for anonymity, so if 
a student does not want to attend lec- 
ture he doesn’t have to. If he wants to 


n 
\ 


skip for months on end and only read 
the textbook he may. If he wants to 
skip for months on end without read- 
ing the textbook he may. 

Lectures are designed to teach the 
largest number of people using the 
fewest resources and they demand 
that each individual be respon- 
sible for him or herself in order to 
make the whole operation function. 
Though there are definitely peda- 
gogical downsides to the lecture 
format, I think the major thing they 
have going for them is the way they 
place the burden of learning square- 
ly on each student. 

Though of course I do not want 
students failing or doing poorly in 
courses because of unfair circum- 
stances, it doesn’t seem unreasonable 
to me to demand that legal adults be 
responsible for themselves in this 
small way. If you don’t go to class 
you will do poorly unless you do not 
need to go to class to understand the 
material and excel. If you are in the 
former group you have to accept the 


consequences or turn things around, 


and if you are in the latter group 
you shouldn't have to go to lecture 
if you choose not to. When clicker at- 
tendance is tied to final grades they 
turn college into high school. 
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——, 


{ | wasn't video 
| chatting. These 
\ are my notes. 
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By SONIA TSURUOKA 


his election, _ the 
Grand Old Party 
might not boast an 
all-star roster, but it’s 
i got a game-changer 
in its midst. Of the candidates 
left standing, one isa disgraced, 
former Speaker of the House, 
another is too quasi-evangeli- 
cal for comfort, 
and trontrun- 
ner Romney 
the old guard's 
“golden boy” 
— is a $250 mil- 
lion cocktail of 
straight-laced 
smarm. But the 
candidate that’s 
got everyone 
talking ‘par- 
ticularly voting- 
age Millennials 
the same 
straggler deemed 
virtually “un- 
electable” by tra- 
ditional electoral 
standards. 

Ron Paul, the 
76-year-old Texan 
representative 
and libertar- 
ian tour de force 
— has emerged 
as this year’s 
scrappy under- 
dog, pledging to 
sustain his bid 
through the Tam- 
pa national con- 
vention despite 
insurmount- 
able odds. That 
said, it’s difficult 
what to make of 
him. Some _ vot- 
ers consider him 


is 


a valiant — stal- 
wart — others, 
a crotchety, pseudo-populist 


gimmick. The media circuit, on 
the other hand, has been more 
decisive in their assessment of « 
Paul, marching the candidate 
‘out for spicier sound-bites, but 
for the most part, dutifully rele- 
gating him to “fringe territory.” 
True — such dismissal has 
energized Paul’s base, inviting 
utraged condemnations of the 
“média elite” and other “main- 
stream” institutions committed 
to delivering Mitt Romney his 


OPINIONS 


The Ron Paul effect: What we can learn from the GOP stalwart 


nomination on a silver platter. 
The injustice of it all! Paulites like 
to lament. And they’re right. For 
all his outlaw “cool,” it’s Paul 
who trails Romney’s lead in an 
Obama match-up — not Newt or 
Santorum — and Paul who'd po- 
tentially suck the youth fervor 
right out from under Obama, 
come November. Which isn’t 
to say that a Paul Presidency 


COURTESY OF WWW.DONKEYHOTEY.COM 


— or nomination, for that mat- 
ter — is probable, or even pos- 
sible; only that he shouldn’t be 
written off by talking heads as 
another zero-prospect “right- 
wing Nader.” All this is more 
than just food for thought, es- 
pecially when considering what 
kinds of voters comprise Paul’s 
oddly specific political market. 
Of prime importance are swing 
voters, who've acted as an elec- 
tive hinge in more than one his- 
toric election and youth voters, 


Election rhetoric in State 


By BO TAO 


ast week, President 
Obama delivered his 
State of the Union 
speech, and at first 
blush, it seemed like 
a delight to hear. America’s 
economy is on the rise, and the 
wars overseas are finally end- 
ing. Although it is true that Bin 
Laden is dead, the U.S. military 
has withdrawn from Iraq, and 
the unemployment rate has fall- 
en to 8.5 percent, the brunt of 
Obama’s speech seems ground- 
ed more in election rhetoric 
than in fact. : 
In Iraq, the U.S. has replaced 
its soldiers with private contrac- 
tors — numbering anywhere 
between 15,000 to 30,000 — to 
support its embassy, the larg- 
est in the world. These numbers 
tend to resemble more of an oc- 
cupation than an embassy pro- 
_ tection force. 
What's more, the U.S. still has 
a significant military presence 
in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 
‘and several thousand troops 
pulled from Iraq are now on 
their way to, or already serving 
in, Afghanistan. And in Iraq, 
the risk for sectarian violence 
is very high, which raises the 
question: If Iraq’s future ends in 
civil war, is the U.S. responsible 
to go back and restore peace? 
Concerning the Arab Spring 
revolutions, Obama _ has _at- 
tempted to play both sides of the 
same coin. While denouncing , 
dictatorship and tyranny over- 
seas, he continues to prop up 
dictatorial regimes with Ameri- 
can aid money. Now, since the 
international community has 
voiced its support for the anti- 
regime movements, Obama has 
publicly denounced those he 


once funded. But the future is 
still uncertain; will these new 
governments even welcome U.S. 
appeals for alliance, especially 
when the images of American 
dollars being funneled to their 
former dictators are still fresh 
in their minds? 

Notwithstanding these seri- 
ous concerns, the U.S. gross defi- 
cit is now over $15 trillion and 
has surpassed 100 percent of 
GDP. To this end, the economy 
ought to have been center stage 
in Obama’s speech — but the 
speech both opened and closed 
with foreign policy achieve- 
ments. Obama did talk about 
the need to raise tax rates on the 
top income earners in the coun- 
try — the so-called Buffet rule. 
But higher tax rates don’t nec- 
essarily mean higher revenue. 
Furthermore, what does Obama 
mean by “fair share?” Should 
people making over $1 million 
pay 90 percent at that marginal 
tax rate? 

Obama also tackles the prob- 
lem of fairer trade and manu fac- 
turing. This rhetoric is aimed at 
the Chinese, which accounts for 
2.7 percent of U.S. consumption 
and 2.5 percent of total GDP in 
2010. By definition, trade is also 
a reciprocal exchange of goods 
that satisfies both parties. How 
can Obama make trade fairer? 
Does he intend to start a tariff 
war with China? If he really 
intends to help the American 
manufacturing base, he would 
realize that lowering corporate 
tax rates and streamlining reg- 
ulation is best for motivating 
companies to move back to the 
US. ee 

As for green energy, solar 
panels and wind turbines — 
which Obama cite as compo- 


nents in the future of American. 


who've energized, galvanized 
and organized on the grass- 
roots level, for as far back as the 
‘60s. Both blocs, pollsters insist, 
find Ron Paul's candidacy over- 
whelmingly more attractive 
than Romney’s — and in some 
cases, much more attractive 
than Obama’s. According to a 
mid-January CBS News poll, 47 
percent of independent voters 
said they would 
choose Ron Paul 
against Obama, 
compared to 45 
percent of inde- 
pendent voters 
choosing Mitt 
Romney against 
Obama. But what 
about the , youth 
vote? Let’s look 
at the numbers. 
Among 18-to- 
29-year old cau- 
cus-goers, Paul 
garnered 48 per- 
cent in Iowa, 47 
percent in New 
Hampshire, and 
31 percent in the 
South Carolina — 
leaving Romney, 
Gingrich, and 
Santorum biting 
dust. 

These are im- 
pressive show- 
ings, but not 
enough to earn 
Paul the nomi- 
nation — or any 
number of super- 
delegates in the 
primaries to come. 
But the specificity 
of Paul’s appeal 
to young voters 
could be the key 
to this year’s im- 
pending presi- 
dential election. 

Which leads analysts to this | 
pivotal question: what’s behind 
Paul's cult-like following? 

Young Paulites paint a pret- 
ty picture of their poster boy, | 
envisaging a lone soldier stub- | 
bornly beating back the tides 
of corporate and political cor- 
ruption. They know, perhaps 
better than anyone, that Paul is 
almost certainly unelectable — 
so much so, that the “futility” 
of his candidacy and their cam- 
paigning efforts, becomes sym- 


of the Union 


manufacturing — are not going 
to generate the amount of ener- 
gy needed to meet U.S. demand. 
Although turbines do have the 
capacity to meet America’s en- 
ergy demand, acres upon acres 
of land would need to be built 
on to facilitate the number of 
turbines needed. 

There is also the question 
of the viability of clean ener- 
gy companies. One company, 
Enerl Inc., which produces 
electric vehicle. batteries and 
received a grant from the U.S. 
Department of Energy, filed for 
bankruptcy only two days af- 
ter being touted in the State of 
the Union. To win the future in 
green energy, the U.S. needs to 
give a second look at nuclear 
energy, which is both safer and 
more reliable than many make 
it out to be. 

In sum, America is in the 
fifth year of economic down- 
turn since the housing bubble 
collapsed in 2008. While Obama 
may talk all he wants about 
how things are improving, the 
fact is that as long as the same 
policies continue, so too will 
the downturn. 

It has become clear that 
Obama has not been the hope 
and change he once promised; 
he has merely continued many 
of the same failed policies of the 
Bush administration. His for- 
eign, economic and national se- 
curity policies all harken back to 


bolic. Like their leader, they be- 
moan their “futility” in national 
decision-making processes, and 
experience recurring  frustra- 
tion as politicians fail to enact 
the “change” they’ve promised 
Americans, one stump speech 
after another. Thus, Paul’s cam- 
paign is powered less by ideal- 
ism than disillusionment, riding 
on the belief that a withdrawal 
from mainstream institutions 
would prove a cure-all for Amer- 
ica’s mainstream problems. 

The problem with Paul is that 


he boasts platforms that are at- 


tractive in principle, but almost 
entirely untenable in practice. 
For Millennials — both liberal 
and conservative — the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan are pyr- 
rhic victories, if they are con- 
sidered victories at all. These 
days, that’s a valid — and en- 
tirely understandable — senti- 
ment, but it makes young voters 
susceptible to Paul’s deceptive 
oversimplifications. Dislike the 
idea of nation-building? Let’s get 
out of Afghanistan! Dislike the 
idea of policing the world? Let’s 
close foreign military bases 
and not get internationally in- 
volved! And what about “state- 
sanctioned” assassinations? Let's 
capture terrorists alive, not as- 
sassinate them! Simplifications, 
all — and romantic, self-con- 


With the exception of editorials, 
the opinions expressed here are those 
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necessarily those of The Johns 
Hopkins News-Letter. 


servative in all the right places, 
just like his youth constituents. 
He says all the right things 
when it comes to gay rights, the 
legalization of medical mari- 
juana, and, above all else, enjoys 
the time-tested status of a Wash- 
ington outsider. 

I don’t buy into what Ron 
Paul’s selling, but I do believe 
he’s tapped into something of 
critical electoral significance 
— something that could have 
larger implications for what's 
looking to be a Romney-Obama 
showdown in November. For 
talking heads, all kinds of ques- 
tions abound. Where will Pau- 
lites go after the GOP nominee 
is chosen? To whom will they 
turn — Romney or Obama? 
We know that idealistic Mil- 
lennials stormed the polls for 
Obama in 2008. But four years 
later, will their disillusionment 
force them to swerve right — or 
worse, stay home? These are the 
sorts of things that determine 
elections, particularly one with 
such a politically disparate 
playing field. 

Ron Paul might not breach 
the finish line, but his campaign 
— and most certainly his youth 
following — will have reverber- 
ating effects for November con- 
tenders. 


gratulatory ones at that. 

Not that Paul doesn’t have his | 
merits. It’s true that he’s branded 
himself as a sort of sui generis — 
socially liberal and fiscally con- 


Sonia Tsuruoka is a sophomore In- 
ternational Studies and Writing 
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Hopkins students paying 
top dollar tor fake dollars 


By ALANA FARR 


s the spring se- 

mester at Hopkins 

begins, students 

experience a mix 

of excitement and 
dread — and rightfully so. This 
new semester surely brings 
new professors, new classes 
and definitely new challenges 
(especially for those freshman 
losing the comfort of covered 
grades). But lest we students 
forget — with the new semester 
comes the little luxury that is 
our replenished Dining Dollar 
accounts. 

Dining Dollars are a type of 
Hopkins currency worked into 
all school meal plans. Fresh- 
man, for example, are given 
the choice between fourteen 
meals a week at the Fresh Food 
Café and 250 Dining Dollars 
or unlimited meals at the café 
and 100 Dining Dollars. Other 
plans available to sophomores 
and upperclassmen offer even 
more Dining Dollars. As out- 
lined in the Hopkins meal plan 
brochure, Dining Dollars can 
be used at any JHU Dining by 
Aramark location on the Home- 
wood campus. 

They do, however, come at 
a cost. One meal plan offer- 
ing 1,300 Dining Dollars per 
semester costs $1,677. Clearly, 
this isn’t a one-to-one ratio. Stu- 
dents (or more likely, their par- 
ents) pay about $1.29 for every 1 
Dining Dollar. Another plan of- 
fering 1650 Dining Dollars per 
semester costs $2,079. Although 
this larger plan does knock the 
price per Dining Dollar down a 
bit, it is only a slight decrease, 
with each Dining Dollar still 
costing $1.26. 

So what are we paying for? 
Convenience, perhaps: Charles 
Market is only a step away, 
while places like Levering Hall 
and Pura Vida are located in the 
middle of Homewood. All of- 
fer quick, pre-made meals and 
snacks. The only other com- 
parable stores within walking 
distance of Homewood are Uni- 
versity Market and Eddie's, and 


an era of everlasting war, global 
recession and gross violation of 
civil liberties. 

If America keeps down this 
path, the future will remain 
bleak. : 


Bo Tao is a junior Public Health 
major from Baltimore, Md. 


both stores require a longer walk 
from campus. 
To this end, the dispropor- 
tionality between Dining Dol- 
lar and U.S. dollar might be 
justified. But unfortunately, the 
price of food and other items 
‘are egregiously marked up for 
profit. Dining Dollars, cost- 
ing students more than they’re 


worth from the start, don’t get 
someone very far in CharMar. 
Kashi GoLean Honey Almond 
cereal, selling for $4.99 on drug- 
store.com, costs $8.09 in the 
market. 

Prices are also climbing: a 
small box of Stone Mill Bak- 
ery brownies, which cost $2.99 
in early September, now costs 
$4.99, 

The JHU Dining website 
boasts that they charge stu- 
dents fairly, even including the 
line “Check out our competitive 
prices!” on the Charles Street 
Market web page in bold, red 
letters. What’s more, JHU Din- 
ing states that it has “conducted 
a competitive pricing analy- 
sis within the area to see how 
prices at the local convenience 
stores compared to the prices at 
the Charles Street Market.” Ap- 
parently, they then either threw 
out the results, ignored them or 
filed them away. 

Students don’t put up much 
of a fight because meal plans of- 
fered at Hopkins have a way of 
making us feel like Dining Dol- 
lar accounts are free. It is easy 
to forget that we are paying for 
them at all and especially easy 
to forget that we are paying 
nearly 130 percent of their actu- 
al monetary value. Even the fic- 
tional name — Dining Dollars 
— implies that purchases us- 
ing these funds don’t cost “real 
money.” Students, particularly 
freshman, tend to view meals 
at Levering or at CharMar as a 
treat. Yet a box of Kashi cereal 
at CharMar costs nearly 62 per- 
cent more than it would else- 
where. 

_ Furthermore, freshmen and 
sophomore students at Hopkins 

are obligated to buy a meal plan, 
along with Dining Dollars. If 
students don’t mind paying sig- 
nificantly higher prices for the 
convenience offered by these 
Aramark locations, then hav- 


major from Northfield, NJ. 


ing that option is great. But for 


those students who do — and 
would rather walk to Eddie’s or 
Uni-Mini for a bite to eat — meal 
plans should be offered without 
Dining Dollars. 
Although I will make it a 
point to deplete my Dining Dol- 
lars before the year ends, as the 
money does not roll over from 
year to year, I myself will be 
buying my cereal elsewhere. ~ 


Alama Farr is a freshman psychology 


THe JOHNS Hopkins NEws-LETTER 


FEBRUARY 2, 2012 


PAID ADVERTISEMENT ee ee 


Upperciass Living 
2OI2-2013 


Get all the information you will need to decide about 
your living accommodations for the 2012-2013 
academic year. The Housing and Off-Campus Housing 
Offices will be presenting information regarding 
housing in the surrounding communities and on the 
JHU campus. In addition, we will explain the steps 
involved in obtaining a privately owned apartment 
within the community. 
Please join us for the Upperclass Living Information Session 


Thursday, February 9th @ 4:00pm in 
Charles Commons, Room 304 


ne forward 


Upcoming Events: 


Off- Pampusiinperdatt Info-Booths 
-Thursday, February 2nd | 5:00pm - 7:00pm - 
Charles Commons: Outside Nolan’s 


-Tuesday, February 7th | 11:30am - 1:00pm 
Charles Street Market: atio 


-Thursday, February 23rd | 11:30am - 1:00pm 
Campus Breezeway 


Upperclass Living Information Session 
Thursday February 9th | 4:00pm - 5:00pm 


Charles Commons: 304 


Upperclass Registration Process 
Thursday, February 9th @ 5:00pm to 
| Thursday, February-16th @ 11:59pm 
Online @ http://home_ at oe jhu.edu 
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to seeing you there! 


Upperclass Priority Number 
notification 

Tuesday, February 22nd | @ 5:00pm 
Distributed by email 


Upperclass Contract Signin 
Tuesday, February 28th’ oo 


Arrival time & invitation based on 
Group's Priority Number 
Location: To be determined. 


OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING FAIR 
Thursday, March 1st |11:00am - 2: gern 
Levering Hall: Glass Pavilion 


Homewood Neighborhood | 
Open House 


Saturday, March 3rd |\11am - 2:00pm 
Charles Village, Roland Park, Hampden 


“TORRE GREE 
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Wolman Housing Office | http://Home_at_Hopkins.jhu.edu | 410-516-7960. 


Your Weekend + Arts & Entertainment + Cartoons, Etc. + Science & Technology + Sports 
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Calendar 
of B’more 
Events 


Free Lollipops and 
Baked Goods 
10 a.m. — 1p.m. 
Breezeway 


The sisters of Delta 
Xi Phi will be hand- 
ing out free snacks 
and recruitment 
fliers. Stop by be- 
fore class and learn 
about this multicul- 
tural sorority. 


| | 
"_ _ BIRTHDAYEXPRESS\COM 


Food and Fellow- 
ship with the BSU 
7 P.M 8330\p.m: 


Great Hall 
The Black Stu- 
dent Union kicks 


off Black History 
Month with an ex- 
ploration of black 
history and_ the 


journey to pres- 
ent day. Be sure to 
join them on the 
12th, 19th and 26th 
in AMR Il for the 
continuation of this 
program. 


Panhellenic Soror- 
ity Info Night 
7:30 p.m. 
Glass Pavilion 


Come to this meet- 
ing to learn more 
about the process 
of joining Alpha 
Phi, Kappa Kappa 
Gamma, Phi Mu or 
Pi Beta Phi. Get all 
your questions an- 
swered about JHU 
sororities. 


Peabody on the 
Court 


1 24—tD.e 
The Walters 
Museum 


Art 


James Robert 
Lowe, a classically 


trained instrumen- 
talist, will be giv- 
ing a guitar perfor- 
mance as part of 
Peabody's First Fri- 
day noon concerts 
on the Sculpture 
Court. Other per- 
formances will take 
place on March 2, 
April 6, and May 4. 


Moneyball 
8 p.m. 
Mudd 26 


HOP Friday Night 
Films presents 
Moneyball, a movie 
about the Oakland 
Atheletics baseball 
team’s 2002 sea- 
son and how their 
general _ manager, 
played by Brad Pitt, 
worked to assem- 
ble a competitive 
team. 


Sat. Feb. 4 


SUNRIZE: The 
Musical 
8:11: P.M: 
45 W. Preston 
Street 


Sunrize Highway 
satires the con- 
temporary divas of 
musical theatre. It 
features renditions 
from Broadway, 


whimsical _ reflec- I 
tions, advice andl 
tales, and stories I 
from within they 
show business it-4 
self. 1 


Give me a BEAT! 
9 —11p.m. 
Nolan’‘s on 33rd 


The Caribbean Cul-! 
tural Society will ; 
be introducing the! 
steel drum, a tradi-! 
tional instrument! 
from Trinidad andl 
Tobago, and invites § Hopkins women may find a fit in one 
everyone to join in 4 
and move to they 


KAPDA KAPPA GAMMA 


beat. Caribbean , 
food will be includ- 
ed. : 
i 
i 
j By FLORENCE LAU 
—e owt ov Your Weekend Editor 
Ee ae Ey | 
te, oa € I If you are looking to get 


st ir involved with Greek Life 
st here at Hopkins, head’s up! 


ef 
— 


aie 


Super Bowl Sunday , 


5 —11p.m. 
Nolan’s on 33rd 


Watch the Super 


Bowl at Nolan’s and ! Formal 


me | ment is about to begin. 


Each sorority or fra- 
ternity has a different re- 
cruitment schedule, all of 
which are posted on the 
Greek Life section of the 
JHU website, but here area 


I select few dates and events 
q to put on your calendar: 


Panhellenic 


compete for prizes, | Sorority Recruitment: 


enter raffles, 


contest. 


Spend a night at home playing cards with friends 


will admit that at 
times, quite often re- 
ally, I feel too lazy to 
make a trip anywhere 
outside of Charles 
Village on a given week- 
end, whether it’s because of 
the weather or just a lack of 
motivation to go anywhere. 
Often, some of my friends 
share this laziness, gener- 
ally we're too big of a group 
for us to play video games. 

So we revert to some- 
thing a little old fashioned: 
cards. 

The fun, of course, 
comes with games that of- 
fer a little risk in the form of 
betting, such as the whole 
myriad of poker games. 

Texas Hold’em is prob- 
ably the easiest to pick 
up and offers the greatest 
flexibility with respect 
to accommodating a lot 
of friends. After all, only 
two cards are needed per 
person while five cards 
are shared, but I will de- 
fer to the internet for a 
more detailed explana- 
tion of the rules, as well as 
a description of the many 
other forms of poker. Of 


COURTESY OF HTTP://BABBLEFISH.COM/ 
With only a single deck of cards, you can bet and bid the night away. 


briefly explain the betting 
mechanics of spades and 
the general strategy. 

At the start of a round, 
each player has to bid on 
how many sets of cards, 
usually called tricks, they 
think they can win; if they 
meet or exceed their bet, 
they will win 10 points 
for the total numbers of 


course, hamid: s 
with pok- lan Yu they bid 
er, you on cumu- 
will need Guest Columnist latively. 

chips un- Bids are 


less you want to wager 
something more flimsy 
or something of actual 
value. 

One game that is much 
more popular with my 
friends is Spades, which 
only requires pen and pa- 
per in order to keep score 
between teams of two. 

While this game is 
restricted to an even 
number of players, usu- 
ally four, the odd one out 
could just shadow anoth- 
er player or simply enjoy 
the show. Coordination 
between the two players 
on a team is also extreme- 
ly limited, as both players 
are forbidden from shar- 
ing any sort of hint as to 
their hands. 

While I will again defer 
to the internet for a full ex- 
planation of the rules, I will 


made sequentially based 
on who sits next to the 
dealer, which rotates with 
each turn, allowing play- 
ers to coordinate their bets 
to some extent. 

Falling short results in 
an equal loss of points, and 
exceeding between mul- 
tiple rounds by ten tricks 
will cost the team 100 
points. 

If one player bids zero 
and manages to avoid 
winning any tricks, the 
team gets 100 points for 
that maneuver; failure 
will cost the team 100 
points, and the tricks 
won by that player will 
not help fulfill the team- 
mate’s bet. 

It is this sort of deci- 
sion making that sheds 
light on the riskiness of 
betting, as well as test- 


ing the partners’ sense of 
teamwork. 

When one player does 
bid zero, also called go- 
ing nil, then it is up to the 
teammate to try and cover 
them by making sure that 
the player does not win 
any hands, while the op- 
posing players will try and 
undercut the player that 
went nil. 

Tensions can rise if 
players have hands that 
would put them at a sig- 
nificant risk of falling 
short of their objectives, 
whether it is making their 
target number of tricks or 
making nil. Each hand is a 
thrill, as one player alone 


can control the anxiety of 


the others for the briefest 
but most persistent mo- 
ments in any round as 
they wonder if they have 
the right card to win or 
lose a trick. 

Another __ trick-based 
game which is popular on 
our card night is is “Oh 
Hell” (we simply call it 


Hell, but again I am defer- 


ring to the Internet for the 
rules), which can better ac- 
commodate different num- 
bers of players. 

With players working 
individually, rather than 
in teams of two, and hav- 
ing to announce their 
bids at the same time (by 


a show of fingers), this is 
a much more haphazard 
game. 

Players earn 10 points 
for each trick they win 
and earn 100 points for 
making their bet. Each 
round, the number of 
possible tricks that can be 
won decreases by one, so 
the madness only increas- 
es as the number of tricks 
runs down to one and 
whoever wins the trick is 
purely by luck. 

At least, among my 
friends, the madness can 
probably be attributed to 
how seriously they can 
take a game of cards. 

Whether it is a lack of 
effort to plan or a wanting 
to break from technology, 
a gathering of friends fora 
card game can make for a 
fun night. Who knows, you 
might even learn a little 
more about their person- 
alities and willingness to 
take risks. 


and I 
join a wings: eating I 
J ment 


Thursday, Feb. 2 
Panhellenic Recruit- 
Information/Orien- 
tation Session — 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, Feb. 3 

Online recruitment reg- 
istration ends — 12 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 4 

Icewater round begins 
the three-day long recruit- 
ment. 


Multicultural Sorority 
Recruitment: Alpha 
Kappa Delta Phi 


Saturday, Feb. 4 

Game night with Alpha 
Kappa and Iota Nu Delta. 
Enjoy Taboo, Apples to 
Apples, and more —7 p.m. 

Sunday, Feb. 5 

Make V-Day cards for 
Hopkins Children’s Centre 
— 2:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 7 

Get all your questions 
answered — 8 p.m. 


Multicultural Sorority 
Recruitment: Delta Xi Phi 


Tuesday, Feb. 7 

Enjoy fondue and meet 
the sisters of Delta Xi. Phi 
if joyiaiy. 

Sunday, Feb. 12 

Have brunch in Charles 
Commons — 12 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 15 

Painting pottery — 7 
p.m. 


FEBRUARY 2, 2012 


PHI 


ALPHA 


COURTESY OF JHU GREEK LIFE 
of the four Panhellenic sororities, 


Get busy with rush: 
Spring recruitment 


Multicultural Sorority 
Recruitment: Sigma Omi- 
cron Pi 


Friday, Feb. 3 

Enjoy Boba from Silk 
Road — 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 8 

Relax with some Asian- 
fusion tapas — 5:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 16 

Find out all you need to 
know about SOPI and have 
Some s‘mores — 8 p.m. 
Rush: 


Fraternity Phi 


Kappa Psi 


Wednesday, Feb. 8 
Competitive Thinking, 
prize for the winners — 8 


Pm. 

Monday, Feb. 13 

Enjoy fondue with the 
brothers of Phi Psi— 8p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 15 

Have a lazy Wednesday 
and 


ax with pizza.— 8 
son uel ta 


Fraternity Rush: Sigma Chi 


Tuesday, Feb. 7: 

Get your questions an- 
swered at the IFC info ses- 
sion — 8 p.m. 

Friday, Feb. 10 

Have fun with indoor 
bowling and hang out with 
the brothers of Sigma Chi 
— 6:55 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 11 

Play frisbee golf — 3:13 
p-m. 


Fraternity Rush: Pi Kappa 
Alpha 


Thursday, Feb. 9 
Play laser tag — 7:30 


p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 11 
Jello wrestling — 8 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 13 
Try your hand at duckpin 
bowling with the brothers of 
Pi Kappa Alpha — 7:15 p.m. 


For a complete schedule 
go to http://webjhu.edutu- 
dentlife/greek_life/ecruit- 
mefit.html. 


REPUBLIC 
NOOD 


N21 LIGHT STREET BALTIMORE MD 21230 


PHONE 443-263-4435 


FAX 443-263-4437 


REPUBLICNOODLE.COM 


"NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS/DISCOUNTS. % DRINK LIMIT. 
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By COLLEEN DORSEY 
Staff Writer 


“Save it all up here 
think about it later” was 
the advice given by Slick 
Johnson, the host of The 
GalHaus Revue’s third an- 
nual Big Show, held last 
weekend. And this MICA 
student run 


bu tlesque 
show 


certainly gave the 
audience plenty to re- 
member. . . vividly. Bight 
lovely performers danced 
one by one in a night of 
perfectly coiffed hairdos, 
T-strap heels and garter 
belts galore. The range of 
body types was a special 
treat — from voluptuous 
to dainty, every dancer did 
their thing with impressive 
skill. Between each act, 
the host and his assistant 
Chevy Lace gave tidbits of 
tantalizing backstory for 
each dancer — and slowly 
lost bits of clothing them- 
selves. 

MICA’s BBOX theater 
was the perfect setting for 
a burlesque show, with its 
Swirnow-esque _ black-all- 
over décor, its dim light- 
ing, its smoky air and its 
small round stage. The 


show started right on time 
(impossible for a Hopkins 
production), doubtless be- 
cause the audience’s an- 
ticipation was_ palpable. 
“Show is 18+,” the fluores- 
cent pink ticket warned, 
and if any Big Show vir- 
gins doubted it, those 
doubts were abolished 
within minutes. 

After treating the au- 
dience to a brief glimpse 


of each performer behind 
a red curtain, the show | 


kicked off with convict 
Bambi Lee, a_ criminal 
whose beautiful bounc- 


ing curls belied her less- 
than-respectful attitude 
towards the 
police chasing her. She 
danced and made lewd 
gestures to Magic Sam’s 
“21 Days in Jail.” By the 
end of the act, she was 
down to little more than 
underwear and _ nipple 
pasties. That’s how all the 
acts ended — of course, 
with pasties as diverse as 
the dancers themselves — 
and yet, somehow, no one 
got bored. 

The second act featured 
Rose Hips, a housemaid 

See GALHAUS, pace B5 
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burlesque blows minds Settle on down with The Settlers of Catan 
and more at MICA | ™ 


By DAVID SHEAR 
Staff Writer 


When one often hears of 
a story about a group mov- 
ing from an old homeland 
to a new one, they often 

| believe they can predict 
how the story will turn 
out: some minor strife be- 
tween the villagers, some 
conflict with the natives of 
the new land, then cooper- 
ation and a happy ending 
for all. 

Nothing deep, nothing 
intense, just some light 
fun. The Settlers of Catan by 

| Rebecca Gable disproves 
this. 

While the novel has 
some of the minor ele- 
ments associated with a 
story of settlers, the deep 
characterization and in- 
| trospective plot make this 
not a light story but an 
epic. 

The tale stretches over 
600 pages, and every page 
is used beautifully, mak- 
ing the story seem like an 
HBO miniseries in book 
form. The novel is a true 
joy to read and offers an 
experience rarely seen in 
| stories today: the charac- 

ter-centered epic. 

The book’s main 
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MICA students showed a bit of leg in their racy Big Show burlesque. 


| strength is its large cast of 
characters. While it can be 
| said that the main protago- 
nist is a man named Can- 
damir, so many other char- 
acters are featured that it is 
hard to tell who is truly the 
star of the story. 

There is Osmund, Can- 
damizr’s best friend; Hacon, 
Candamir’s brother; Olaf, 
Osmund’s rich uncle; Si- 
| glind, Candamir’s wife 
| and Austin the Saxon, Can- 
damir’s slave. 

Each of these characters 
is necessary to further the 
| plot, though a multitude of 
characters are mentioned 
that the land Catan truly 
feels like a village teeming 
with life. 

The deep characteriza- 
tions allow for more twists 
and turns than one can ex- 
pect. There are no unnec- 
essary relationships here 
families and friends 
often hang in the balance 
instead. 

It is not enough for the 
slave Gunda to be upset at 
her master Candamir; she 
has to seduce Hacon, an 
act which gets the brother 


tortured by the menacing 
Olaf, only surviving when 
Candamir helps take the 
blows of Olaf’s lash. The 
relationship between Can- 
damir and Osmund are 
also raised to an emotion- 
al level unusual for stories. 
Though they remain 
best friends for most of 
the book, a divide clearly 
grows between them as 
the book 
progresses, 
and it does | 
not takea ge- | 
nius to guess 
that a con- 
frontation 
is in order y 
though 
the outcome 
of that con- 
frontation is i 
quite unex- 
pected and 
keeps with 
the epic tone 
of the novel. 


Le 


om SETTLER 


B3 


i le Mt 


COURTESY OF SETTLERS OF CATTAN 
The large host of characters in Catan drive the plot along, ensuring that every moment is worth reading. 


entire novel) is able to di- 
vide a few to Christianity 
— Candamir’s wife and 
brother included. 

When the __ ultra-reli- 
gious Osmund and _ his 
devout wife gain more 
power in religious affairs, 
they soon try to eliminate 
all traces of Christianity, 
leading to a tense finale 
that leads to a stunning 


something that is always 
fun, particularly when you 
have as compelling a read 
as this. 

While the book itself is 
extremely long, it is per- 
fectly paced: slowly and 
allowing for enough action 
to occur at various points 
so that it seems that the 
best part is just about to 
come up. 

Every 
fifty pages 
or so new 
revelations 
happen in 
the plot, 
ranging 
from the ro- 
mantic (Si- 
gling finally 
decides to 
marry Can- 
damir) to 
the disturb- 
ing (one of 
the villains 


m | is revealed 

The other COURTESY OFWWWGABLEDE to be a rap- 

main aspect Author Rebecca Gable focuses her energy on characterization in her book. ist, not that 

of the book you didn't 
(and the novel’s strongest conclusion. see that one coming). 

theme) is the struggle be- The author is biased Overall, this was an easy 


tween faiths that slowly 
divides the community. 
While the Nordic re- 
ligion is practiced by al- 
most all the characters 
at first, Austin the Saxon 
(without a doubt the most 
likeable character in the 


though — the book is 
written as to side with 
the Christian — support- 
ing characters, though 
that isn’t necessarily a bad 
thing: it allows for there 
to be a side to root for and 
a side to root against — 


read to power through, and 
Gable makes it difficult to 
give negative criticism. The 
Settlers of Catan is a real treat 
to read, and anyone who 
chooses not to do so would 
be missing out on a truly 
wonderful experience. 


Heartbreak in Hollywood: the break-up edition 


y very first 
Ting Talks 
column 
was. writ- 
ten off- 
the-cuff, in a moment of 
desperation — it was a late 
night at the Gatehouse, and 
one of our writers had fall- 
en through. At the time, I 
was obsessed with Willow 
Smith’s “Whip My Hair,” 


tainly seemed to. 

While other — Holly- 
wood couples seemed to 
come and go, Will and 
Jada fooled the world into 
thinking that theirs was a 
marriage that would keep 
on truckin’. So when sey- 
eral entertainment blogs 
broke the news on Jan. 4 
that the two were getting a 
divorce, I had a teeny-tiny 


and I wrote about how epic _ heart palpitation. 
that song was and contin- The Smiths weren’t the 
ues to be. only Eos 
I also A _ couple who 
Wir Oks e Ting Talks were fac- 
about ; : ing rough 
how much Hsia-Ting Chang times. Hei- 
I loved di Klum 
the en- and _ Seal 
tire Smith _ announced 


family and how much 
I admired the relation- 
ship Will Smith and Jada 
Pinkett-Smith had with 
each other, as well as with 
their children. I thought 
Will and Jada would last 
forever. Their sex life cer- 


Seal and 


‘vas! 


COURTESY OF WWWSHOCKYA.COM 
Heidi Klum earlier in their marriage. 


their separation on Jan. 23, 
much to the dismay of Proj- 
ect Runway, Victoria's Se- 
cret and music fans alike. 
The German supermodel 
and British “Kiss from a 
Rose” singer were often 
cited as a functional Holly- 
wood couple, 
and their de- 
cision to sep- 
arate shocked 
the industry. 
Of course, 
the rumour 
mill would 
have us be- 
lieve that in- 
- fidelity —_ lies 
at the root 
of both the 
Pinkett-Smith 
divorce and 


Heidi and 
Seal’s separa- 
tion (interest- 
ingly enough, 
sources have 
been = quite 
careful to call 
the break-up 
a separation 
and not a di- 
vorce). 

While 
speculation 
of the stars’ 
unfaithful- 
ness will 
most likely prove true, 
there is something slight- 
ly unbelievable about the 
Marc Anthony — Jada 
Pinkett-Smith rumours, 
which have a suspicious 
Will Smith walking in on 
the pair having sex and 
bursting into tears. 

So why is it that Hol- 


_ lywood blames all failed 


relationsahips on cheat- 
ing? Maybe when you 
have a high concentration 
of beautiful people in the 
same area they go ber- 
serk. Maybe their egoes 
blow up to truly astound- 
ing sizes. Maybe it is as 
Seal says — couples re- 
ally do grow apart. Who 
knows to what extent the 
complicated network of 
celebrity-agent-press-con- 
sumer reaches? 

All I know is that the 
avid Hollywood voyeur 
in me both detests and 
adores the drama of break- 
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A happier Will Smith and Jada Pinkett-Smith. 


ups and illicit affairs. Cer- 
tainly, they provide fodder 
outside their primary roles 
as actors, singers, enter- 
tainers, etc. whether or not 
they signed up for this fish- 
bowl environment when 
they signed those shiny ce- 
lebrity contracts. 

The dissolution of my 
two favorite couples has 
left me wondering what 
will happen to the Hol- 
lywood crowd, who are 
notorious for their short- 
lived flings (think Britney 
Spears, Kim Kardashian). 
If couples who we thought 
were built “Ford Tough” 
— built to last, that is — 
I wonder how the celeb- 
rity set will deal with the 
failure of two such long- 


standing exemplars of 
stable, apprently healthy 
romantic __ relationships. 


Will anyone rise to take 
their place, or are they all 
doomed to failure? 


his Single of the 


Week, “What 
Comes Next,” 
comes from 


Swedish-born singer The- 
resa Andersson's upcom- 
ing album Street Parade, 
which is set to be released 
later this spring on April 


| 24 from Ba- 


sin Street 
Records. 

At first 
glance, An- 
dersson is 
yet another 
Internet 
phenom- 
enon suc- 
cess story 
of the mil- 
lennium, 
but upon 
closer ex- 
amination, 
she __ pos- 
sesses orig- 
inality in her songs that 
other newly discovered 
pop artists sorely lack. 

This freshness is evident 
in her latest single “What 
Comes Next.” Although it 
characteristically brings to 
mind Swedish pop, Ameri- 
can folk is subtly incorpo- 
rated throughout the posi- 
tive, danceable rhythm. 

The best asset of “What 
Comes Next” is it’s con- 
stant, snappy drum beat 
laced through the song. 
Andersson is known for 
her ability to switch be- 
tween multiple instru- 
ments. seamlessly — on 


tour she always has two 


loop pedals, a_ record 
player, drums, a dulcimer, 


a guitar and a violin. 
When the drum _ beat 
on “What Comes Next” is 
paired with the classic brass 
horns played intermittently, 
Andersson creates an al- 
most marching band feel. 


Although — Andersson 
certainly uses her instru- 
ments _ ef- 

fectively 

in “What 


Comes 
Next,” they 
are undeni- 
ably over- 
shadowed 
by her com- 
manding, 
staccato 
voice, in the 
best —_pos- 
sible way. 

Alone, 
her sharp 
voice might 
be a bit too 
overwhelming. However, 
“What Comes Next” fea- 
tures Peter Moren of Pe- 
ter Bjorn and John, whose 
softer, more melodic voice 
contrasts beautifully with 
Andersson’s. 

Overall, Andersson in- 
tends “What Comes Next” 
to be a tribute to her home 
of the last two decades, 
New Orleans. 

This accounts for the 
innovative mixture of Eu- 
ro-pop, folk and pure en- 
ergy that brings the song 
to life. 

More of this New Or- 
leans liveliness is to come 
in April, when Street Pa- 
rade by Theresa Anders- 
son is released. 


~) 
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30 Rock: Liz & Jack are back in fighting form 


By ELIZABETH SHERWOOD 


Stall W riter 


six of 
award-winning show 3 
Rock premiered Jan. 
after a half season break 
Che show picks up in rea 
time, 
“TGS With Tracy Jordan’ 


Season 


is just coming back from 
Tina 


winter vacation. 


Fey, star and executive 


producer, just gave birth 
to her second child, thus 
y. AL 
though they had to wait 
impatiently for too long, 
fans were not disappoint- 


causing the delay. 


ed. The premiere, entitled 
“Dance Like No 
Watching,” finds Liz 
Lemon happy, refreshed 


and ready for work. Her 


colleagues and superior, 
Jack Donaghy, find this 
entirely puzzling. She 
laughs at Kenneth’s sil- 
ly clown suit and skips 
down the street, which 
are things regular Liz 
would never do. 

Why isn’t she keeping 
Tracy from doing some- 
thing stupid? Jack, think- 
ing he knows everything 
about her, insists that 
something is up. He and 
Tracy then discover her 
doing the greatest thing in 
Liz Lemon history. 

In what can only be de- 
scribed as a fitting, how- 
did-they-not-do-this-be- 
fore twist, ol’ Liz Lemon 
has joined a volunteer se- 
nior citizen dance group 
called the Timeless Torch- 
es, who dance at Madison 
Square Garden for New 
York’s WNBA team, the 
New York Liberty. 


NBC's 


12 


where the staff of 


One's 


) 


> persis 


iT RET A) ¢ Re, Mleme fe, 
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Liz, played by Fey, enjoys a healthy hot dog with her new boyfriend Criss, played by James Marsden. 


Yes, they may grape- 
vine, much to Tracy Jor- 
dan’s chagrin, but gos- 
hdarnit, the Timeless 
Torches warm _ every- 
body’s hearts. They have 
been spreading Liberty 
spirit since 2005 and Fey 
learned an actual dance 
with the actual danc- 
ers for the shooting. Liz 
claims she is “thirty nine 
for the third time” and 
tries to lift up her fellow 
Torch Luis. 

As Jack drives her to 
her next destination, the 
movie theater, he predicts 
that she will ironically see 
“New Year's Eve” by her- 
self and that she waited 
until a few weeks went 


SMELL 


§ Goop 


& A Z 


ne, 


ane 


Be 
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Tracy Jordan and Denise Richards represent the newly formed N.A.Z.I. 


Sherlock locks down 
loyal viewers 


f you think you know 

Sherlock Holmes and 

his brilliant partner 

John Watson, think 

again, because you 
don’t know Sherlock until 
you ve seen Steven Moffat’s 
modern adaption to televi- 
sion. Not that there’s any- 
thing wrong with Doyle’s 
work. Far from it, in fact. 
It’s only that there’s some- 
thing inherently charming 
about Holmes (Benedict 
Cumberbatch), a self-pro- 
claimed “high-function- 
ing sociopath” running 
around modern-day Lon- 
don and managing to piss 
off every single person he 
meets. And we can’t for- 


laugh-aloud lines, and the | 


logic is infallible, some- | 


thing extremely important 
in a show that promotes 
the “science of deduc- 
tion.” Audiences are led by 
clever camera angles and 
helpfully placed text and 
shown how the mind of 
Sherlock works. 


Another reason this se- | 


ries has been so successful is 
the sheer amount of chem- 
istry between Cumberbatch 
and Freeman. They play off 
each other in every scene, 
and their performances en- 
hance always the other's. The 
dialogue may be smart, the 
show may be charming, but 
they wouldn't have anything 


get John without 
Watson a good 
(Martin FlorenceLau icaa, 
Freeman), and they 
Sherlock’s ( ) have two. 
loyal part- F(| oShow Cumber- 
ner. batch’ is 


Crime-solving _part- 
ner, I mean. Granted, the 
gay subtext is so obvi- 
ous at times that it seems 
hardly appropriate to call 
it subtext anymore. But | 
digress. 

Moffat pulls elements 
from the original stories 
and weaves them in a plot 
that incorporates elements 
from Doyle’s various plots 
with a modern day twist. 
Moffat’s skillful handling 
of the material keeps the 
original mystery of the duo 
while making it extremely 
accessible by moving the 
entire story to present day. 

The writing is witty, with 


Sherlock, sociopath and all. 

Season two was, if pos- 
sible, an improvement over 
season one. I sped through 
the hour-and-a-half long 
episodes, wishing that 
there were more than three 
per season, baffled by Irene 
Adler with Sherlock, hiding 
from the hound at Basker- 
ville with Sherlock, and. . . 

Sherlock is a mix of 
mystery novel and action 
movie all garnished with 
British humor and tied to- 
gether neatly with logic 
and ingenuity. 

And if I still haven’t con- 
vinced you, just watch it 
for the English accents. 


a | 


by so that she would not 
have to contribute to it be- 
ing the number one movie 
in America. Liz smiles 
and rushes inside to meet 
up with her new boy- 
friend, who she had been 
keeping from Jack. The 
boyfriend’s identity is not 
revealed until the second 


episode. 
Also in the premiere 
episode is Jenna caus- 


ing trouble by being the 
Simon Cowell of NBC’s 
new hit show, America’s 
Kidz Got Singing. This is 
of course is making fun 
of America’s Got Talent, 
which loves to discover 
kids with phenomenal 
voices like Jackie Evan- 
cho. 

Although a bit harsh- 
er than Cowell, Jenna 
yells insults at the kids 
and gets booed. Her new 
catchphrase is “Go crawl 
back up your mother!” 
and tells the kids that 
they look too weird to 
be singing and that they 
sound horrific. 

This is incredibly ap- 
propriate for Jenna who 
craves being the one you 
love to hate and hate to 
love. 

But Jack, with his new 
baby, Lydie, gets up- 
set when all of the chil- 
dren contestants cry. He 
thinks that they should 
not know at such a young 
age that the world is 
a terrible place. Then, 
thinking his baby said 
“money,” he takes this as 
a sign from her that she 


should do the right thing: 
keep his hit show, despite 
the tears. 


The episode features 


| 
| 
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Promiscuous Prometheus 
powers up intersession 


By COLLEEN DORSEY 
Stal? Writer 


The classics department 
might normally get the 
brush-off, but not after this 
intersession. The students in 
Robert Powers’s intersession 
class, Retelling the Ancient 
Story, worked together to 
produce 10 short plays and 
films that revised old myths 
into scandalous new stories. 

The students had two 
weeks to hatch their origi- 


| nal takes on old tales, add- 
| ing flavor, modernizing and 


| Promiscuous 


changing major plot points 
(sometimes). The result was 
Prometheus, a 


| night of creativity and un- 


| abashed humor. 


The myths that the films 
and plays are based on 
aren't always obvious, but 
that’s a good thing. It makes 


| for an entertaining mix: fa- 


a lot of the quick, clever | 


jokes we all expect from 
30 Rock with additional 
twists that keep us want- 
ing more episodes. This 
season is expected to have 
plots that work in some 
real-life occurrences, such 
as Tracy Morgan’s charac- 
ter Tracy Jordan making 
offensive jokes about gay 
men. 

In terms of relation- 
ships, it seems as though 
Jack is finding it hard to 
live without Avery, who is 
being held captive by Kim 
John Un. Although fans 
of the show love that Liz 
has finally found a man, 
the only Liz who can run 
a show is the extremely 
stressed out Liz that is now 
canon. 

So, the relationship 
probably will not last too 
long. (Here’s a hint: her 
new boyfriend is one of 
the named below!) 

The new season is also 
expected to have many 
guest stars: Emma Stone, 
Andy Samberg, Nick Can- 
non, James Marsden, Will 
Arnett as the maniacal 
Banks, Denise Richards, 
Kelsey Grammer and 
Kristen Schaal. Andy Sam- 
berg (it’s about time!) and 
Emma Stone are particu- 
larly exciting choices, and 
not just because Stone (30) 
rocks. 

We expect more great- 
ness in the coming weeks. 


| enthusiasm more 


miliar favorites along with 
those that are unfamiliar 
and exciting to discover. 

There was never a dull 
moment, even between 
pieces — when there was 
too much dead space dur- 
ing set changes, actors 
stepped onstage to tell 
jokes. And the audience’s 
than 
made up for its modest 
size (hey, it’s intersession), 
creating an atmosphere of 
tangible enjoyment. Kick- 
ing off the evening was 
Reid Vanderlinden and 
Mike Zikoski’s short film 
Not Another Teen Mythol- 
ogy, the hilarious (and ul- 
timately tragic) modern 
tale of Apollo and Daphne. 
Despite technical difficul- 
ties, the audience laughed 
throughout at the amusing 
dialogue and well-placed 
profanity. The show as a 
whole was not for viewers 
with delicate ears. 

The second film, Rape of 
Persephone by Tippy Patrinos, 
told the story of Persephone’s 
kidnapping, a more tradi- 
tional take. But the actresses 
(female Hades and Zeus) 
and props (Jack Skellington 
décor in the underworld) 
translated the story into 
something very different. 

The first of three plays, 
Yasmine Holloway’s Be- 
tween Love and Reason, im- 
pressed with its dramatic 
delivery, funny dialogue 
and the actors’ obvious 
heart. A tweaked take on 
Jason and Medea, the play 
painted Medea as a strange 
sorceress quick to zap pup- 


pies (and people) dead. It’s 
understandable that her 
father was keen for her to 
move out. 

Aaron Enten’s play The 
Sun's Eye deftly integrated 
technological special effects 
into the flow of the action 
and dropped enough Poké- 
mon, Donkey Kong and 
other pop culture references 
to make the most discerning 
fan happy. Alina Pak treat- 
ed us to Hopkins students 
costumed as Lady and the 
Tramp-esque dogs in her 
play The Sacrifice of the Lady, 
complete with ears, whis- 
kers and a plate of spaghetti. 

After a tiny intermis- 
sion came the final five 
films. By the time the first, 
Jessica Noviello’s Sotto 
Voce, was over, it was clear 
the entire class had really 
come together to produce 
each others’ pieces. 

Actors appeared in mul- 
tiple plays and films, but 
they moved between roles 
with ease, going from mus- 
cled misogynists to gallant 
princes without batting an 
eye. Sotto Voce was familiar 
territory for the actors, mov- 
ing Echo and Narcissus onto 
the modern college campus. 

Next Andre Phillips 
switched off the colors for 
his neo-noir retelling of the 
Arachne myth, An Unfor- 
tunate Meeting, complete 
with sharp suits and shiny 
pistols. Chris Hynes used 
Ovid’s Lycaon as inspira- 
tion for Man Transformed 
Into Wolf, a tale of rapping 
and, drug dealing with 
quite a soundtrack. The 
contemporary songs fea- 
tured in all the films were 
well-chosen, both dramatic 
and funny. 

The ninth piece definite- 
ly took the. prize for most 
disturbingly violent. There 
were two smotherings that 
night, but in Anna No- 
ronha’s film Snap the deed 
was done with a Barbie. 
The night ended on a mon- 
strous note with Elizabeth 
Katzki’s Trash, showing us 
Medusa’s transformation 
into a hideous creature. 

Promiscuous Prometheus 
was two hours of unpar- 
alleled enthusiasm. The 
pieces had more polish and 
pizzazz than one would 
expect from two weeks of 
work, and the collection 
displayed the diverse tal- 
ent at Hopkins in every 
major from biomedical en- 
gineering to physics. 


Hollywood's incurable case of serial sequel-itis 


arlier this year, 

Roger Ebert, 

the premier 

American film 

critic, put out 
an article entitled “Se- 
quels and Unoriginality 
in Hollywood.” If it, he 
basically rants that the 27 
sequels that came out this 
year were a result of Hol- 
lywood’s collective money- 
hunger and our collective 
stupidity for fueling them 
(seeing as nine of the top 
ten movies this year were, 
in fact, sequels.) 

Well, Sefor Ebert, if I’m 
going to pick a fight with 
you, letit be ina college pub- 
lication you'll never read. 
I think that’s crap. First of 
all, yes, sometimes sequels 
are bad movies. In fact, a lot 
of the time they are. Most 
of us can name the bad se- 
quels we've seen more often 
than we can name the good 
ones. But that doesn’t mean 
the sequel itself is a bad con- 
cept. There are bad movies 
made every day. Bad artsy 
movies, bad sci-fi movies, 
bad dramas, bad comedies, 
so why should bad sequels 
be a symptom of the sequel 
rather than the bad? What 
is it about the sequel that 
lends itself to making bad 
movies? 

Ok, honestly, there is 
some of that. Sequels are 
an invitation for laziness. 
Was Sex and the City 2 really 
necessary? What about Al- 
vin and the Chipmunks: Chip- 


~ 


wrecked? Studios that have 
successful one-shot movies 
tend to make a sequel to try 
and cash in on that wealth. 


like sequels is simple. They 
mimic us. When I first 
started reading comics, I 
was so in love with the se- 


But that, in and of itself, rial nature. Every issue had 
doesn’t another 
really issue after 
lend itself Buddy Sola it, every 
to bad storyline 
movie was __ fdl- 
making. Low Cultur e lowed by 
When another 


Columbia Pictures wanted 
to make a sequel to Spider- 
man, they made a great 
movie that made a ton of 
money. Was it a cash grab? 
Sure, but it was a cash grab 
with enough substance and 
content that it was a good 
movie. The same thing hap- 
pened with The Dark Knight. 
Christopher Nolan directs a 
wonderful Batman movie? 
Let’s give it to him again, 
see what the sequel looks 
like. He made Legendary 


Pictures, literally, billions . 


of dollars off of a sequel. 
The list goes on and on. 
Good sequels, bad sequels: 
they’re all out there, they’re 
all cash grabs. 

So, if every sequel is a 
cash grab, but some are 
more successful than oth- 
ers, what's really going on? 
Why do people pay to see 
these things so much more 
than other movies out 
there? Is it that we're all just 
fearful and afraid of expe- 
riencing new things? If my 
passive-aggressive rhetoric 
isn’t cluing you in, the an- 
swer is no. The reason we 


storyline, and I could see 
them all bob and weave. 
Blend together and sepa- 
rate out. But when a series 
got cancelled, it hit me 
hard. Like someone had 
died, and I was feeling 
that pain. Now, of course, 
I was being melodramatic, 
but the core of what I was 
feeling was actually pretty 
genuine. Stories are about 
lives. And as we've gone 
on as a culture and our 


lives have gotten more 


complicated, so too have 
the stories that entertain 
us. They’re more dynam- 
ic, they move faster and 
in different ways. There 
isn’t always a beginning, 
middle, and end. Lives are 
lives and stories come and 
go in the midst of us, you 
know, living. 

Sequels are mimick- 
ing that phenomenon. The 
camera never fades out 
on our lives, and sequels 
just represent that camera 
coming back in. Sure, all 
the piece of storytelling 
are still there, but it feels 
more real. We've invested 
in these characters, we've 
drawn from these expe- 
riences, and our _ invest- 
ment is rewarded with a 
more complete story. We're 
watching someone's life, 
not just a few interesting 
hours or days. 
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Not all sequels are bad, as Chris Nolan's he Dark Knight demonstrated. 
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Eight MICA students perform 


COURTESY OF HTTP://FYLMICA.EDU 
ed in The GalHaus Revue's Big Show. 


MICA students undress in. 


risqué burlesque 


GALHAUS, rrom B3 

channeling Cinder- 
ella with her poufy skirts, 
pearls and soapy sponge. 
Ms. Hips was the first of 
several dancers to expe- 
rience how troublesome 
corsets can be to remove in 
time to music, but all the 
corset struggles just added 
to the entertainment. 

The most quirky dancer 
by far was Dee Flowers, the 
third act. Who knew being 
birthed from a huge head 
of cabbage could be so 
sexy? And the cabbage-leaf 
merkin was a great touch. 

Fourth was the Queen 
of Sevens, the only dancer 
who also sang, reprising 
the much-recorded fifties 
song “Teach Me Tonight.” 
Her act slowed the pace 
down a bit, softening the 
mood, but included bursts 
of energy, such as when 
she kicked her heels off 
over her head with perfect 
execution — no casualties 
in the audience. 

Next was Dolly Long- 
legs, who shone brighter 
than most Vegas danc- 
ers with her ten-pillows’- 

worth of flamingo feathers; 
a boa, two gigantic fans 
and a showgirl tail. 

Sixth in line was the 
hilariously titillating Colt 
Copperbet, a cowboy with 
gold hot pants hidden 
(not for long) under “his” 
chaps. Copperbet danced 


to “Happiness is a Warm 
Gun”. . squirt gun, that is. 

KiKi Allure, the house- 
wife, treated us to the 
sight of a weary woman 
liberating herself from her 
chores, literally letting her 
hair down and _ trading 


her rubber gloves for lace | 


ones. And what would a 
burlesque show be without 
tassels on those pasties? 


Thanks in part to Ms. Al- | 


lure, we didn’t have to find 
out. 

The last dancer, and ar- 
guably the most energetic, 


was Jungle Jim, a vigorous | 
circus performer with great | 


facial expressions and very 
high kicks. She especially 


delighted the audience by | 


pulling scarves not from 
her sleeves, but from her 
bra and nether regions. 
The show ended 
with all dancers back 
on stage in full regalia. 
The night was extreme- 


ly well-paced (although | 


over too soon) and had 
a great soundtrack with 
songs from the fifties 
up through the present 
day (even “Oops! I Did It 
Again” made an appear- 
ance). Judging by the lack 
of empty seats this time 
around, two nights might 
not be enough to meet the 
demands of the public, 
so the next time there’s a 
Big Show at MICA, better 
snap up your tickets. 


NEW VIBRATIONS 


ARTIST 


Lana Del Rey 


ALBUM 


Born To Die 


LABEL 


_ Interscope 
RELEASED 


Jan. 27, 2012 


Most likely, you've 
heard of Lana Del Rey. She 
burst to fame and notori- 
ety recently after a weirdly 


lethargic performance on — 


Saturday Night Live, and 
now the artist formerly 
known as Lizzy Grant has 
released her debut album 
(at least, if you don’t count 
her 2010 release under her 
former name, which Del 
Rey has sought to bury). 
The hardest task of lis- 
tening to Born To Die is re- 
moving yourself from its 
hype, since it seems every-" 
one has an opinion on the 


odd, ethereal, lip-injected _ 


singer. And Del Rey her- 
self is so far removed from 
the powerhouse vocals of 


pres na i 


‘self-consciousness, i in these 


er of aera Welch. © 


fucking 
dream I’m 


2b Baby, 


‘cause | 
_ radio (How do you like me 


synths with measured elec- 
tronic beats, and though 
the lyrics are simple and 
direct, they hit their mark. 

And “Video Games” 
builds on a similar combi- 
nation of lush instrumenta- 
tion and captivating spare 
lyrics (“Kissing in the 
blue dark / Playing pool 
and wild darts / Video 
games”); it feels modern 
yet eternal in some way as 
well; a love ballad for the 
2ist century. 

Meanwhile, “Diet 
Mountain Dew” is weirdly 
catchy and easily the most 
energetic of the songs 
on offer here, and “Ra- 
dio” seems to encapsulate 
where the 
album 
is .. com- 
ing from: 
“Now 
my life is 
sweet like 
cinnamon 
1, Like a 


living in 


love me ae 
‘m: playing on the 


now?” 
She is endearing in her 


Sones where | ane lets 


for the ace part, 
is hit or miss. Ev- 
ack is well produced 
nitially catchy, Me 


is To Die runs out of steam 
 Pitchf 


_and Kanye West). 


be with the fact that there’s 


hour, and it’s a shame that 
the ioe oat are so excel- 


best: it’s a 
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Arsenic and Old Lace out of place in theater 


By ALEXA KWIATKOWSKI 
Staff Writer 


Arsenic 
does not 
into 2012. 


and Old _ Lace 
translate well 
Unfortunately, 
the Vagabond Players have 
chosen it for their Jan. 6 — 
Feb. 7 showing. 

It is a comedy piece 
from 1941 that deals with 
two sweet maiden aunts, 
Abby and Martha Brewster, 
played by Carol Evans and 
Joan Crooks, respectively. 
They are involved in cha rity 
work, community activities 
and, incidentally, murder. 

They advertise their 
Brooklyn home as a board- 
| ing house and then poison 
lonely old men who show 
up looking for a room. 
They see it as a good deed 
and take pride in bringing 
| unhappy people to peace. 

They cannot understand 
why their nephew Mortim- 
er, played by Sean Mullin, 
| makes such a fuss when he 

finds out about their little 

hobby. Mortimer is a the- 

ater critic courting the allur- 
| ing but demanding Elaine, 
| played by Kate Shoemaker. 
| He comes home from a date 
| and discovers a dead body 
in his aunt’s window seat. 

Things are further com- 
| plicated by the arrival 

of Mortimer’s disturbed 
brother Jonathan, played 
by Roy Hammond, and 
his associate Dr. Einstein, 
played by Eric C. Stein. 
These two legitimate crim- 
inals serve as a comedic 
foil to the aunts’ well-in- 
tentioned serial killing. 
| Absurdity abounds as 
each party attempts to deal 
| with relocating a corpse. 
| The logistics of them all 
| trying to sneak around and 
hide a body are the funni- 
est parts of the play. 

Certain aspects of Arsenic 
and Old Lace are definitely 
intriguing. There is mention 
of the Brewster family quirk, 
which begins with the origi- 
nal owner of the house, ap- 
pears paradoxically in the 
aunts, and finally material- 
izes in the depraved Jona- 
than. This detail is an amus- 
ing and interesting way to 
connect the seemingly dis- 
parate characters. 


dead” over another non- 
specific lost lover, it makes 
you long for just an ounce 
of the spark and vigor that 
Adele has. 

And when she misses 
the mark, it’s actually 
rough to listen to: her sul- 
try/baby vocals on “Off 
To The Races” are cringe- 
inducing, and the lyrics of 
“National Anthem” are a 
crime to Americana (“God, 
you're so handsome / Take 
me to the Hamptons” and 
“Money is the reason we 
exist” are two gems). 

It’s clear that Lana Del 
Rey is talented, particular- 
ly in her vocals, which can 
move from elegant to entic- 
ing to vul- 
nerable in 
the shape 
of one 
song. And 
the songs 
them- 
selves are 
gorgeous- 
ly lush 
(thanks 
to Emile 
Haynie’s 
produc- 
tion, who has also worked 
with Kid Cudi, Eminem 


The fault, then, seems to 


not nearly enough variety 
here and not enough pas- 
sion. 

A pop album shouldn't 
feel over-long at nearly an 


lent while the rest of Bors 


ork’s review says it 
“collection ae 
pong one he eo frel a 


There is also some suc- 
cessful humor in the play. 
One line is particularly com- 
ical, especially for someone 
watching as a reviewer. Of- 
ten subjected to boring and 
poorly made theater, Mor- 
timer remarks, “I can save 
time if I write the review 
on the way to the theater.” 
There is something endear- 
ingly self-referential about a 
character on stage whose job 
is to go to plays. 

Arsenic and Old Lace has 
the charm of nostalgia to it. 
The set design and result- 
ing atmosphere are very 
appealing. The Brewster's 
home has a delicate Victo- 
rian vibe to it. 

Yet despite these super- 
ficial charms, the play has 
little else to offer current 
audiences. The Vagabond 
Players perform enthusias- 
tically, but the style of the 
play itself is stale. 

It relies heavily, and, no 
longer successfully, on the 
humor of contradiction 
and farce. It mocks conven- 
tions of theater and film 
of the time and references 
popular tropes, such as the 


The Provost’s Undergraduate Research Awards 
afford Johns Hopkins undergraduates unique 


opportunities to conduct independent research. 


COURTESY OF WWWVAGABONDPLAYERS.COM 
Mortimer discovers his aunts Abby and Martha Brewster's unfornate habit of premeditated manslaughter. 


mad doctor and Franken- 
stein. The spooky labora- 
tory in the Brewster house 
is no doubt a spoof of con- 
temporary horror movies. 

The main issue with 
Arsenic and Old Lace is the 
characters. They are stock 
characters, essentially cari- 
catures of common cine- 
matic and theatrical figures. 

Their function is to con- 
vey outdated humor more 
than depth. They make 
watching Arsenic and Old 
Lace an absurd and slightly 
frustrating experience. 

Of course, realism is not 
the play’s intent, but the 
characters are just too ridic- 
ulous to connect with an au- 
dience separated from their 
types by seventy years. The 
play calls for artificial, over- 
the-top and showy acting. 
This faux energy and cheer- 
iness is just too contrived for 
the present day. 

True, Mullin is charm- 
ing as Mortimer and Evans 
and Crooks are adorable 
as the Brewster aunts. But 
cuteness does not redeem a 
fading play. Arsenic and Old 
Lace may once have been in- 


YOUR PATH TO 


novative and exciting, but 
years of evolving theater 
have diminished its impact. 

It is supposed to be 
funny, but now it only 
succeeds about 1/3 of the 
time. It’s silly and not in a 
way that relates to modern 
audiences. The play is not 
badly written, performed 
or directed, but in 2012 it 
misses the mark. 

It seems stilted, as if it is 
trying too hard to animate 
farce. It is an unfortunate 
fact that jokes funny in 
1941 do not always work 
today. For a play that relies 
on comedy, this is a rather 
obvious problem. 

Yet it is worth noting that 
the elderly people in the au- 
dience seemed to love Arse- 
nic and Old Lace. There must 
be something about it that 
they enjoy. It was very suc- 
cessful in its time, so it cer- 
tainly has some merits. Per- 
haps it is worth giving the 
play a few more runs until it 
is completely tired out. 

If you were around in 
1941, you still might enjoy 
the Vagabond Players’ Ar- 
senic and Old Lace. 
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Blue Jay Brigade By Kevin Stoll Li 


By A. Kwan 


THE BREAK 
IS OVER... 


ANOTHER 
SEMESTER 
BEGINS... 


YOU CAN 
FIND THE 
DISTANCE 
BETWEEN 


LESSON 
LEARNED: 


YOU AND 
YOUR 
TARGET 


ATTENTION 
IN CLASS 


WHAT ARE YOU DOING HOPKINS? — 
YOU CAN'T TEACH ALL THESE 
JM*KING CLASSES. ° 


by Kevin Stolt Ls 


WHAO! HEY GUYS CHECK IT OUT! 


WATCH APPLE.MOV THE VIDEO THAT INSPIRED THIS COMIC- 
HTTP://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=XXAJQVSLV7MEOB=AVZ3E 


HOPKINS EASILY LIVING LIFE wetcome spring semester By Katie Mann 
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Good luck TRU 


This time I will work hard 
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Dolphin sound imitations during sleep shed light on learning and memory 


Dolphins are bilinoual 
during sleep 


By: MELANIE HSU 
Staff Writer 


A group of five Bottle- 


These whale-like whis- 
tles, which constituted ap- 
proximately one percent of 
the dolphin noises record- 


THI 


By ERICK SUN 
Staff Writer 


A recent study conducted 
by researchers at the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska offers evi- 
dence of differences between 
and liberals 
that extend beyond _politi- 
The 


conservatives 


conservatives 
cal ‘beliefs. researchers 
found _ that 
more often focus on nega- 
tive stimuli in comparison to 
liberals when it comes to ob- 
serving their environments. 

Researchers showed 
a series of 33 images to 
adults who identified as 
strongly conservative or 
strongly liberal. The photos 
varied from pleasant imag- 
es such as “a fluffy bunny” 
to some more negative im- 
ages, such as “a maggot- 
infested wound.” Then, by 
monitoring skin conduc- 
tance as a way of measur- 
ing emotional response, 
the researchers were able 
to calculate how each in- 
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. . . Me 
nose dolphins at the Pla- ed, only occurred when dividual responded to the Y / 
néte Sauvage aquarium the dolphins were rest- images. From the data, (GWA 
in Port-Saint-Pére, France, ing, which was mostly be- | Mike Dodd, the lead re- i {= 


was found to mimic whale 
sounds at night. These 
dolphins were exposed to 
whale songs through the 
soundtrack from their dai- 
ly shows, which included 
bird cries and other ma- 
rine sounds. 

Martine —Hausberger 
and her colleagues of the 
University of Rennes dis- 
covered the dolphins’ 
mimicry when __ trying 
to learn more about the 
sounds that dolphins make 
at night. The dolphins had 
never been heard mim- 
icking whale song during 
or after shows, but when 
researchers hung under- 
water microphones in the 
dolphins’ tank overnight, 


they heard 25 istances \, 


of whale-like sounds that 
had never been heard from 
these dolphins before. 

To confirm their obser- 
vations, the researchers 
played regular-speed and 
slowed-down versions of 
the calls to 20 volunteers. 
In addition, volunteers 
were exposed to the audio 
of regular dolphin whis- 


tween midnight and three 
a.m. This suggests that the 
whale sounds are dolphins’ 
version of sleep-talking. 
Bottlenose dolphins 
produce vocalizations us- 
ing six air sacs near their 
blow hole. They use whis- 
tles to identify other dol- 
phins, coordinate hunting 
strategies, and determine 
which individuals have 
priority access to prey 
items. Despite the versa- 
tility of their communica- 
tion strategies, researchers 
have not yet discovered a 
dolphin language. 
Dolphins are known to 
mimic the vocalizations of 
other animals. But unlike 
birds, their. mimicry was 
thought to be. limited, to 
the time right after hearing 
a foreign sound. The dol- 
phins in this study are the 
first example of dolphins 
retaining a sound to prac- 
tice later. The researchers 
suggest that the dolphins 
were rehearsing their daily 
shows at night, which is 
possible, as the dolphins 
were more attentive dur- 


searcher of the project, and 
his colleagues concluded 
that, of the 48 participating 
adults, the conservative 
subjects responded much 
more strongly to negative 
images when compared to 
their liberal counterparts. 
The second part of the 
study included a collage of 
positive and negative im- 
ages, which was presented 
to 76 college students. By 
tracking eye movement, the 
researchers found that con- 
servatives oriented their eyes 
to negative images twice as 
fast as the liberal subjects, 
and that conservatives spent 
a larger chunk of time look 
ing at the negative images. 
Dodd suggests that, to 


some extent, the ‘way indi= 
viduals view their environ® 


ments may influence their 
political views because, at 
a biological level, conserva- 
tives and liberals literally see 
the world differently. While 
there is the possibility that 
the correlation works in the 
opposite direction, where 
political views can alter cog- 
nition, Dodd deems this is 


total control over our opin- 
ions. It draws on the classic 
argument of nature versus 
nurture. For the most part, 
political beliefs are thought 
to be shaped purely by en- 


vironmental factors. How- 
ever, 
offers the possibility that 
perhaps our biology plays 
a role as well. 


this latest research 


The study suggests that 


COURTESY OF WWW. DIRJOURNAL.COM 
Conservatives and liberals responded differently to visual stimuli. 


ALEX MUI/CARTOONS EDITOR 


individuals try to shape 
the world in a way that 
makes them feel most at 
ease, and political agenda 
is one of the variables that 
influences comfort. Conse- 
quently, if people view the 
world differently, it is only 
natural that different po- 
litical views should exist. 
Amidst the conversa- 
tion and debates surround- 
ing the new research, Dodd 
is quick to acknowledge 
that one’s biology certainly 
is not the final nail in the 
coffin for political prefer- 
ence. Rather, both brain 
processes and experiences 
shape political thought. Ul- 


| \timatély,; Dodd hopes 


research can ease political 
hotheadedness and poten- 
tially help people move be- 
yond stereotypes. 

The research was pub- 
lished in the journal Philo- 
sophical . Transactions of the 
Royal Society B. 


tles, slowed-down dolphin _ ing the time of their shows. | unlikely because cognition : S. 
whistles and authentic Hausberger hopes to} is such a basic and funda- | Gene lin é {0 prostate Canéer rs 
whale songs. The volun- monitor the dolphins’ | mental brain function. | 


teers correctly differenti- 
ated the dolphin whistles 
from the whale song 88 
to 99 percent of the time. 
However, they also mis- 
took the dolphin’s whale- 
like whistles for real whale 
song 72 percent of the time. 


brain activity to determine 
if they are making the 
whale calls while sleeping. 
If confirmed, these find- 


ings could give insights to’ | 


dolphin learning processes 
and mental representa- 
tions. 


The study presents an 
interesting dilemma _ for 
political analysts and de- 
cision makers. While we 
think our views are shaped 


by our experiences, Dodd's | 


work opens up the possi- 
bility that we may not have 


By MALI WIEDERKEHR 
Science & Technology Editor 


The scientific communi-— 


ty was significantly shaken 
this past December when, 


za strain known as H5N1, 
whose transmissibility fea- 
tures have been genetically 
altered by a team of Dutch 
scientists, leaving the virus 
highly contagious and a 


ity of continuing the re- 


search without the fear of a | 


worldwide pandemic. The 
pause marks the second 


suspension in biomedical | 


research to ever occur in 


By SAHDIA KHAN 
For The News-Letter 
Researchers at the Hop- 
kins University School of 
Medicine and the Univer- 
sity of Michigan Health 
System recently discovered 
the first major gene muta- 
tion associated with pros- 


| tate cancer. This rare and 


Scientists opt to suspend HONI research 


hereditary mutation, they 
found, is connected to a 
notably higher risk of the 
disease. 

Although the mutation 
only affects a small num- 
ber of prostate cancer cas- 
es, investigators showed 
that men who _ possess 


men also had the HOXB13 
mutation. Any individual 
with the mutation also had 
an increased propensity 
for having a family mem- 
ber with the disease. Fur- 
thermore, only one mem- 
ber of the control group 
of over 1,000 men without 
prostate cancer carried the 
mutation. 

Although prostate can- 
cer occurs most often in 
African-American © men, 
the mutation was found 
in white families. Two dif- 
ferent mutations of the 
HOXB12 gene, however, 
were discovered in Afri- 


and are more likely to be 
diagnosed at younger ages. 

According to research- 
ers, the HOXB13 gene 
mutation may also help 
develop genetic testing for 
prostate cancer. Similar 
models of this testing exist 
in the BRCA1 and BRCA2 
mutations that occur in 
women with a high risk 
of developing breast and 
ovarian cancer. 

The study, which has 
ended a two decade-long 
investigation, was pub- 
lished this month in the 
New England Journal of 
Medicine asa collaboration 


for the very first timeinhis- threat to global security. the United States (the first | the mutation are up to can-American families. between several promi- 
tory, the US government re- The researchers respon- took place between 1974- | 20 times more likely to Nevertheless, researchers nent universities. With its 
quested that research jour- sible for modifying the vi- 1976 and concerned safety | develop the illness. Con- have been unable to draw potential to assess high 
nals withhold details of a rushave recently agreed to of recombinant DNA). sequently, the discovery clear conclusions from risk patients and possi- 


study from the public. The 
study concerns a_ highly 
pathogenic avian influen- 


a 60-day halt on the project 
in order to allow experts 
to discuss the possibil- 


“I think the volun- 
tary 60 day suspension 
of research on enhanced 


transmissibility of highly | 


pathogenic avian influ- 
enza in mammals, as well 
as any experiments with 
H5N1 viruses already 
shown to be transmissible 
in ferrets, is a wise and 
prudent step to take,” Dr. 
Lewis Schrager, an infec- 
tious diseases specialist 
and instructor of the Hop- 
kins intersession course 
Vaccine Development, 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. 

“Given the potential 
serious consequences of 
either an accidental re- 
lease of a transmissible 
form of H5N1 from a re- 
search laboratory, or of 
the purposeful creation 
and release of such a vi- 
rus as a form of bioter- 
rorism, I believe that this 
suspension is necessary 
to provide an opportuni- 


could potentially lead to 
insights on the develop- 
ment of prostate cancer, 
helping to identify men 
who would benefit from 
earlier screening. 

The investigation teams 
at Hopkins and U-M re- 
searched over 200 genes 
in 94 individuals with the 
cancer. The study included 
men who were diagnosed 
at age 55 and under or 
men with relatives with 
prostate cancer. Four of 
the men possessed a mu- 
tation in HOXB13, a key 
gene in the development 
of the prostate. After fur- 
ther inquiry of the families 
of these men, researchers 
discovered that the same 
mutation existed in all of 
their 18 close relatives with 
prostate cancer. 

In a combined effort 
with Jianfend Xu and 
Lilly Zheng at Wake For- 
est University, researches 
then assessed 5,100 more 


these mutations because 
only seven of the 94 fami- 
lies under investigation 
were African-American. 
African-American men 


also possess the tendency 
to have more aggressive 
forms of prostate cancer 


bility to develop a novel 
means for diagnosing 
prostate cancer, the inves- 
tigation characterizes an 
important component in 
fully understanding the 
hereditary nature of the 
disease. 


COURTESY OF WWWSIAKHENNTRIPOD.COM 
The HOXB13 gene increases the risk of prostate cancer by 20-times. 


men with prostate cancer, 


ty to better define 
finding that 72 of these 
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COURTESY OF WWWTHEBIRDFLUPANDEMIC.COM 
H5N1 is an avian flu that is highly deadly when contracted in humans. 
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COURTESY OF WWWWOODSIDE-FARMS-CHICKENSWEBS.COM 
The potential for HN1 to become a pandemic is a source of controversy. 


ISNT research subject 
to 60-day halt 


FLU, From B7 
generally accepted param- 
eters for such research.” 

In its natural state, the 
H5N1 virus causes flu in 
birds. However, 600 hu- 
man cases have been re- 
corded since 1997. Roughly 
half of the affected indi- 
viduals died, demonstrat- 
ing the virus’s extremely 
high death rate in humans. 

“It’s not just the poten- 
tial of pandemic spread 
that is a concern, however; 
it’s the potential impact of 
the spread of this particu- 
lar strain of influenza vi- 
rus that has public health 
officials worried. Human 
infection with H5N1 has 
demonstrated an extraor- 
dinary degree of mortal- 
ity; approximately 60% 
of all people documented 
to become infected with 
H5N1 have died. Fortu- 
nately, fewer than 600 hu- 
man infections have been 
reported, and virtually 
all acquired their infec- 
tion through direct contact 
with infected birds. The 
very few who acquired in- 
fection from another per- 
son did so while caring for 
that person, presumably 
following heavy exposure 


to infected secretions,” Dr. 
Schrager wrote. 
Recent experiments 


have successfully trans- 
formed the virus to a high- 
ly contagious, airborne 
form, meaning that merely 
breathing it in can cause 
one to contact H5N1. The 
research was performed 
on ferrets, whose reaction 
to the virus is believed to 
be quite similar to that of 
humans. 

The experiments have 
caused much controversy 
because of the virus’s po- 
tential to be exploited as 
biological warfare by ter- 
rorist organizations or 
other such groups in want 
of harming the US. Conse- 
quently, the National Sci- 
ence Advisory Board for 
Biosecurity, a government 
advisory panel, has asked 
that major research jour- 
nals including Science and 


Nature to withhold details 
of the experiments. Their 
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Confronting infertility: A genetic approach 


By ALEENA LAKHANPAL 
Staff Writer 


When faced with in- 
fertility, many women 
adopt, but some continue 
to try anything to get preg- 
nant. Fertility clinics have 
cropped up all over the 
nation, aiding women in 


| their attempts to become 


pregnant by offering coun- 


| seling and several tests and 


treatment options, includ- 
ing in vitro fertilization. 


However, there are still a 


few women for whom such 

procedures do not work. 
Doctors and other fer- 

tility specialists try to 


| pinpoint the problem, but 


| often, 
| categorized as 


aim is to eliminate the | 


possibility of unwanted 


groups replicating the re- | 


sults. 
Dr. 


to withhold details of the 
research is wise. “Any 
laboratory-manufactured, 
highly transmissible strain 
of organism has the po- 


tential to spread following | 


accidental or deliberate 
release, just as a naturally 
occurring, highly trans- 
missible strain harbors a 
similar potential. Regard- 
ing H5N1, if a strain were 
made that had a sufficient 
ease of human to human 
transmissibility, it cer- 
tainly could spread and 
eventually become pan- 
demic, given the relative 


absence of natural immu- | 


nity to this strain within 
humans.” 

H5N1 seems to pose a 
real threat when placed 
within the realm of histor- 
ical pandemics and highly 
transmittable diseases. 
“The horrific Spanish Flu 
of 1918, which killed at 
least 50 million persons 
worldwide (3% or more of 
the world’s population) in 
a very short time and has 
been called the single most 
deadly disaster in history 
killed approximately 10% 
- 20% of those it infected. 
Given this, and in light of 
the extraordinary mor- 
tality rate resulting from 
H5N1 infection, one can 
understand the concern 
about the creation of a 
highly transmissible form 


of H5N1” Dr. Schrager 
wrote. 
Many scientists and 


political figures involved 
in the controversy believe 
that the 60-day suspension 
of research is too short a 
period to allow for a work- 
able international policy 
regarding the virus. Thus, 
H5N1 continues to be the 
subject of intense public 
contention until an ade- 
quate arrangement can be 
reached. 


Schrager believes | 
that the recommendation | 


their patients are 
“infertile 
for unknown reasons.” 
However, a recent study 
at the Hopkins Fertility 
Center explores a genetic 
deficiency that may ex- 
plain why some women 
simply cannot get preg- 
nant. Dr. Melissa Yates 
and her group have looked 
into how a gene, SCARB1, 
which encodes for a scav- 
enger receptor known as 
SR-B1, may influence pro- 
gesterone production, thus 
affecting a woman's fertil- 
ity. 

Our genes have mul- 
tiple versions, called al- 
leles, which comprise 
our unique genome. On 
a smaller scale, we have 
single-nucleotide poly- 
morphisms, or SNPs, in 
which a single nucleotide 
in a length of DNA dif- 
fers among people. Un- 
derstanding SNPs and the 
variances they cause in 
people is one of the corner- 
stones of genetic research. 

In this study, Yates ex- 
plored the SNPs of SCARB1 
and found that infertile 
women with the SNP 
rs4238001 had a deficiency 
of SR-Bl. “This receptor 
helps to pick up cholesterol 
in a number of different 
tissues,” Yates said. “Basi- 
cally, SR-B1 works in the 
ovaries, liver and adrenal 
glands and picks up HDL. 
It doesn’t bind LDL, and 
in that way, it binds for se- 
lective cholesterol uptake, 
and in women, that’s how 
it works in steroidogen- 
esis.” 

Women release many 
hormones that fluctuate 
during pregnancy. After 
ovulation, the corpus lu- 
teum, which is derived 
from the ovarian follicle, 
produces high levels of 
progesterone to maintain 
the possible pregnancy. If 
the egg is not fertilized, 
the corpus luteum will 
stop secreting progester- 
one, and the uterine lin- 
ing will slough off during 
menstruation. 

A deficiency in SR-B1, 
then, would inhibit the 
increase in progesterone 
necessary to pregnancy. 
Yates, who regularly sees 
patients suffering from in- 
fertility, explained how her 


This Week in Science History 


i Jan. 29, 1978: Sweden becomes the first country to enact a ban on the use 


of aerosal sprays due to their harmful effect on the ozone layer. 


Jan. 30, 1868: Charles Darwin's The Variation of Animals and Plants under 


Domestication was published. Considered to be his second-most i important 
work, Darwin addressed criticisms that his nae . evolution was 


| substantiated, 


group developed an assay 
to test the patients for the 
rs4238001 SNP and found 
that women with this poly- 
morphism produced lower 
levels of progesterone from 
their follicles. 

Yates found that other 
SNPs resulted in varying 
degrees of SR-Bl. For ex- 
ample, patients who were 
found to have the rs5888 
SNP produced more pro- 
gesterone than other pa- 
tients. “We don’t know if 
its definitive,” Yates said, 
“but we see that some al- 
leles are more helpful [in 
becoming pregnant] than 
others.” 

When asked _ if 
found a potential “opti- 
mal fertility gene,” Yates 
laughingly responded, 
“that would be pretty awe- 
some, but we don’t know it 
yet.” She emphasized the 
fact that the women who 
come to the clinic and par- 
ticipate in this study were 
deemed infertile in some 
sense. “We don’t know 
what it looks like in the 
general population yet,” 
Yates said. “We wonder 


they 


COURT 


what SR-B1 looks like in 
people who are usually 


able to get pregnant.” 


SR-B1 SNPs and their 
role in fertility has been 
studied before. In one 
model, mice were knocked 
out for SR-Bl and were 
found to be infertile. How- 
ever, the mice regained fer- 
tility after treatment with 
the antioxidant probucol, a 
drug that had historically 
been used to lower cho- 
lesterol. It was found that 
probucol lowered HDL, 
the “good” cholesterol, in 
addition to LDL, the “bad” 
cholesterol, and the FDA 
took it off the market. 

However, Dr. Yates and 
her colleagues believe that 
probucol may help infer- 
tile women produce the 
necessary amount of pro- 
gesterone to achieve and 
maintain pregnancy. They 
are working to write a clin- 
ical protocol for use of pro- 
bucol in their study. 

Currently, infertile 
women are advised to look 
into in vitro fertilization 
to become pregnant, but 
Yates. believes that there 
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A single nucleotide difference among women inhibits the increase in progesterone necessary for pregnancy. 


may be better treatments. 
“The best we have to of- 
fer is IVF, mainly because 
we're able to maximize all 
of the hormones,” Yates 
said. “Hopefully in the fu- 
ture, with this and other 
causes of infertility, we 
can make treatments more 
specific to the person.” 

She has hope for a rela- 
tively young procedure, 
intra-cytoplasmic sperm 
injection, or ICSI. “If you 
inject sperm into an egg, 
you can fertilize it, so as 
we go along, we expect 
more technology that will 
improve outcomes for a lot 
of these patients.” 

As for her study on SR- 
Bl, Yates says that, ideally, 
the next step would be to 
look at the receptor in fer- 
tile people in the general 
population and compare it 
to those of the infertile pop- 
ulation. For now, however, 
Yates reminds her patients 
in the “infertile for un- 
known reasons” category 
that “just because we can’t 
figure out today why you're 
infertile, doesn’t mean that 
we won't in the future.” . 


Fly memory relies on protein chain 


By: LAN YU 
Managing Editor 


A family of proteins re- 
lated to prions may play a 
critical role in the forma- 
tion of memories, accord- 
ing to research from the 


| Stowers Institute for Medi- 


cine. This family of pro- 
teins, called cytoplasmic 
polyadenylation element- 
binding proteins (CPEBs), 
forms chains between 
neurons in the brain that 
are critical for long-term 
memories. 

In an article published 
in the journal Cell, Kausik 
Si, along with his col- 
leagues and collaborators, 
detailed their findings 
about Orb2, a member of 
the CPEB family in Dro- 
sophila. By mutating the 
gene that encodes Orb2 to 
prevent Orb2 from form- 
ing chains, the research- 
ers found that Orb2 forms 
short chains, called oligo- 
mers, between neurons for 
flies to retain information 
beyond 24 hours. 

Memory formation in 
our brains relies on syn- 
apses, the connections 
between neurons, and is 
further dependent on the 
proteins that inhabit the 
synapses. CPEBs fall under 
a category of proteins ca- 
pable of forming amyloids, 
which are fibrous layers of 
proteins known for their 
role in neurodegenerative 
diseases, such as Alzheim- 
er’s and Creutzfeldt-Jacob 
disease. 

Creutzfeldt-Jacob  dis- 
sease is caused by proteins 
called prions when they 
are improperly folded as 
a result of mutation. Pri- 
ons can be transmitted 
through ingestion, as was 
the case with the Mad Cow 
Disease outbreak. Amy- 
loids are insoluble and are 
rather tough in terms of 
their resistance to chemi- 
cal breakdown. Orb2 re- 
lies on other proteins that 
are very similar to it in 


ee COURTESY OF WWW.ASKABIOLOGIST.ASU.EDU 
Scientists discovered that the Orb2A gene interferes with flies’ memory. 


order to form oligomers. 
Researchers found that 
Orb2A, in particular, has a 
regulatory role in oligomer 
formation. To confirm that 
Orb2 had been forming 
oligomers and were not 
otherwise modified by the 
attachment of a different 
protein or chemical group 
in the flies, the researchers 
used antibodies to stain for 
these possible additions. 

Staining did not return 
a positive result for the 
aforementioned contami- 
nants. The Orb2 oligo- 
mers also demonstrated 
significant resistance to 
a variety of chemical sol- 
vents that the research- 
ers applied, which would 
break down chains of oth- 
er proteins, 

In order to gauge the 
differences in memory 
performance between the 
normal fruit flies and those 
that carried mutations tar- 
geting Orb2A, 
ers devised tasks to test 


long-term memory. One. 


experiment involved sup-" 
pressing the mating habits 
of male flies by exposing 
them to females that sim- 
ply showed no interest in 
the male flies. 

Results showed that the 
males would not attempt 
courtship for days as a 


research- — 


learned behavior from this 
experience. However, the 
mutant flies soon forgot 
about the disinterest of the 
females and tried again af- 
ter one or two days. 

Another test involved 
pairing odors with a sug- 
ar reward. From this, the 
researchers noted that it 
would only take a two 
minute training session 
for the flies to learn what 
odors correlates to food. 
Although the mutant flies 
were able to remember the 
odors past 24 hours, their 
memory performance in 
this test weakened after 48 
hours. 

As a control in these ex- 
periments, the researchers 
injected the mutant flies 
with cDNA that contained 
the normal Orb2 gene. This 
restored normal memory 
function since fly neurons 
were able to utilize the 
cDNA to produce Orb2. 

The results that Si and 
his group obtained in 
Drosophila follow similar 
experiments they had con- 
ducted in Aplysia, a genus 
of sea slugs. As a point 
for future directions in 
research, the group notes 
that the exact length of the 
Orb2 oligomers needed in 
between neurons has yet 
to be determined. 
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By ALICE HUNG 


Science & Technology Editor 


Chronic wound infec- 
tions are often difficult 
to prevent and a hassle to 
treat. Fortunately, Sarah 
Maddocks and her col- 
leagues from Cardiff Met- 
ropolitan University  re- 
cently published a study 
that suggests the effec- 
tiveness of manuka honey 
in both treating bacterial 
infections and preventing 
them in the first place. 

Various strains of bac- 
teria are naturally found 
on skin. Streptococcus 
pyogenes, for example, 
is a species of spheri- 
cal bacteria commonly 
found in healthy humans. 
When the skin is dam- 
aged, however, the open 
wound provides an entry 
through which this strain 
of bacteria can enter. The 
subsequent interaction 
between the bacteria and 
protein matrix may result 
in a non-healing chronic 
wound. 

After the bacteria gain 
access to the protein ma- 
trix within the wound, 
they begin adhering to the 
host’s protein ligands via 
cell-wall-anchored adhes- 
ins. This promotes bacteri- 
al cell aggregation, which 
results in the formation of 
biofilms. 

Biofilms are matrixes 
of extracellular polymeric 
substance produced by the 
bacteria. They bind to sur- 
faces in order to facilitate 
bacterial adhesion. When 
formed in open wounds, 
biofilms provide bacteria 
with the advantage of anti- 

biotic resistance. Since an- 
tibiotics cannot penetrate 
the biofilm to reach the 
bacteria, physicians often 
have trouble treating in- 
fected wounds. 

Fortunately, studies 
show that honey both de- 
stroys biofilms and even 


SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 


Enzyme in tears devours bacteria 


“ese sei” 


COURTESY OF WWWHONEYBEE.MATATELINGA.NET 
Honey heals chronically infected wounds by disrupting bacterial cell interaction with clotting proteins. 


Honey can heal chronic injections 


prevents their initial for- 
mation. Although — the 
antimicrobial properties 
of honey have long been 
known, the mechanisms 
through which honey per- 
forms its feat have always 
been a mystery. 

The study Maddocks 
conducted aimed to deter- 
mine the in vitro effect of 
honey against biofilm, and 
the specific interactions by 
which honey exerts its ef- 
fect. In the experiment, 
S. pyogenes cultures were 
treated with manuka hon- 
ey. Various procedures 
were performed to deter- 
mine the effect of honey 
on biofilm and _ bacterial 
cells. 

Results show _ that 
honey was able to com- 
pletely eradicate existing 
biofilms. Furthermore, 
honey seemed to prevent 
the aggregation of bacte- 
rial cells initially, thus 
preventing the formation 
of biofilm. 

This study newly dem- 
onstrates that honey exerts 
its effects by preventing the 
binding of bacterial cells to 
secreted human fibronec- 


adhesins, being differently 
expressed. However, this 
area requires further in- 
vestigation. 

Honey’s high osmolar- 
ity and low water activ- 
ity is also.thought to con- 
tribute to an environment 
unsuitable for bacterial 
growth. Moreover, honey 
provides the added ad- 
vantage by reducing the 
risk of bacterial resistance 
even to repeated exposure 
of high dose honey appli- 
cation. 

Maddocks’ lab contin- 
ues to study other wound 
bacteria common to wound 
infections. Findings from 
this study offer a cheaper 
and more effective way 
toward treating wound in- 
fections. Hopefully, these 
results can extend to other 
species of bacteria as well, 
further contributing to ex- 
isting antibiotic therapies. 


By VARUN PATEL 
Stall Writer 


Alexander Fleming 
the lysozyme, 
which is an enzyme that is 
abundant in tears, saliva, 
human milk and mucus, 
back in 1923. The lysozyme 


discovered 


defends us against bacteri- 
al attacks by catalyzing the 
hydrolysis of the glycosidic 
bonds in the polysaccha- 
ride found in bacterial cell 
walls. 

Ever since Fleming dis- 
covered this enzyme, sci- 
entists around the world 
have been trying under- 
stand how this protein 
actually works. Gregory 
Weiss, a molecular biolo- 
gist, and Philip Collins, an 
associate professor of phys- 
ics and astronomy at the 
University of California at 
Irvine, seem to have finally 
figured out the secret. 

In a recent study pub- 
lished in the journal Sci- 
ence, researchers used a 
nano-scaled electronic 
circuit to monitor the dy- 
namics of single molecule 
of T4 lysozyme. Scientists 
developed a nano-scaled 
field-effect transistor by 


attaching a single mol- 
ecule of T4 lysozyme to 


the single-walled carbon 
nanotubes. 

The device would first 
pick up changes in elec- 
trostatic potential created 
by the enzyme’s molecular 
motion, and then convert 
and amplify them into dy- 
namically changing elec- 
tron fluxes. This allowed 
researchers to listen to the 
enzyme as it devoured bac- 
teria. 

[his novel experimen- 
tal technique, with its ad- 
vantageous bandwidth 
and reduced noise, lets 
researchers overcome the 
limitations of other com- 
mon techniques, such as 
using fluorescence to ana- 
lyze the dynamics of single 
molecule. 

The research team dis- 
covered that the Pac-Man- 
like motion of the lyso- 
zyme enabled it to chomp 
its way through bacteria. It 
was not responsive when 
there were no_ bacteria 
around, but it worked at 
high speed when its favor- 
ite food was present. 

The researchers were 
also able to understand 
how mutations in the en- 
zyme can slow it down, 
and how © surrounding 
changes made by bacteria 


COURTESY OF WWW:TODAYHEALTHTIPS.COM 


can reduce the lysozyme’s 
effectiveness. 

According, to the results 
published in the study, a 
lysozyme undergoes an 
8 A, hinge-like mechani- 
cal motion, with two do- 
mains closing around the 
substrate as the lysozyme 
munches it. In addition, 
this motion occurs at two 
different rates: either a slow 
hinge oscillation of 20 to 90 
Hz or a more rapid motion 
at 200 to 400 Hz, depend- 
ing on various conditions. 

Using the novel ap- 
proach of single-molecule, 
researchers were able to 
understand how the mo- 
lecular-scaled battle occurs 
inside our immune system 
for the first time. Next, 
their goal is to understand 
how other more complicat- 
ed molecules, such as the 
ones that make us sick or 
the ones that heal us work. 

They believe that this 
new technique could be of 
great use in the early de- 
tection of cancer and other 
illnesses. This can subse- 
quently lead to a higher 
success rate in treating 
patients with these condi- 
tions and may ultimately 
bring down health care 
costs. 


The mechanism by which a lysozyme devours bacteria was discovered using a technique for cancer detection. 


Cell phone use interieres with walking accuracy 


| By FLORENCE LAU 


tin. Fibronectin is a protein | 
in the extracellular ma- | 


trix. It plays a crucial role 


in wound healing. Large | 
amounts of this protein are | 
deposited in open wounds | 


to aid clot formation. 

PCR results suggest that 
honey interrupts bacterial 
binding by reducing the 
expression of adhesins on 
bacterial cell surfaces. This 


in turn lowers the amount | 


of interaction between bac- 
teria and the open wound, 
thus preventing biofilm 
formation. 

Reduction in isolated 
amounts of RNA sug- 


gests that perhaps honey | 


affects bacteria cells at a 
transcriptional level. This 
could further indicate the 
possibility of additional 


Your Weekend Editor 


Everyone knows the 
danger of texting or talk- 
ing on a cell phone while 
driving, but a new study 
has found that using a cell 
phone while walking may 
hold hidden dangers as 
well. A study done at Stony 
Brook University shows 
that cell phone usage in 
combination with walking 
interferes with memory re- 
call. 

In order to establish a 
baseline control, 33 people 
in their 20s were tested 
on their walking abili- 
ties when not using a cell 
phone. They were first 
shown a target on the 
floor eight meters away. 
Then the participants were 


genes, besides the surface | blindfolded and asked to 


Peace Corps at JHU 


Last year 22 Johns Hopkins alumni began the 
experience of a lifetime by joining the Peace Corps. 


Come learn more about how Peace Corps fits 
into your future and career path. 


Life is calling. 


How far will 


you go? 


800.424.8580 


peacecorps.gov 


- 


Use your degree to change lives 
..and your own! 
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Janet Schuhl at jschuhl@peacecorps.gov. 


walk casually to where 
they thought the target 
was. The amount of time 
it took to reach the target 
and where the participant 
landed were recorded. 

One week later, par- 
ticipants returned and 
did this exact same task, 
but with two additional 
experimental conditions. 
One.third of the returning: 
participants walked while 
texting. Another third did 
the same task while talk 
ing on a cell phone. The 
final third of the partici- 
pants did the task without 
any changes. 

Results surprised the re- 
searchers. They found that 
both talking and texting on 
cell phones were disrup- 
tive. Those who used a cell 
phone in either scenario 
walked slower and devi- 


ated from the intended tar- 
get than the control group. 

Participants who talked 
on cell phones had a 16 
percent reduction in speed 
and a lateral deviation of 13 
percent, compared to those 
who texted, with a 33 and 
61 percent deviation, re- 
spectively. 

‘Dr. Lamberg of Stony 
Brook University explains 
that these results can be 
attributed to the fact that 
certain areas in the brain 
require conscious engage- 
ment while walking, de- 
spite the fact that it is a 
seemingly intuitive abil- 
ity. 

When one uses a cell 
phone while walking, ar- 
eas of the brain are affect- 
ed, and working memory 
is subsequently lessened. 

However, more ex- 


perimental studies with 
larger and more varied 
subjects are required to 
render anything conclu- 
sive. 

Nonetheless, these re- 
sults may be useful in 
helping physical therapy 
patients regain mobility. 


In addition, this experi- 
ment can help scientists 
further understand why 
walking while using a cell 
phone is difficult. 

Finally, these results 
could help with creating 
new and safer technology, 
such as voice-activated 
text devices, so that peo- 
ple can be safer not only 
while driving, but also 
when walking. 

For more information 
on the study, it was pub- 
lished in the online edi- 
tion of Gait and Posture. 
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Give the guy a break: 
Why we still love Cundiff 


By RYAN KAHN 
Stal? Writer 


record at the time with 40 
touchbacks on kickoffs. Af- 
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Wrestling wins three of last four 


By SAM GLASSMAN 
For The News-Letter 


The Hopkins men’s wrest- 


chael Koren] did a great job 
not getting pinned,” Norris 
said. “It’s his first year, and 
it’s a big jump into collegiate 
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141-lb sophomore Matt 
Fusaro fought for a 10-3 vic- 
tory over opponent, junior 
Joe Fiore, missing a ma- 


Lady Jays 
extend win 
streak to 


ter his stellar season, Cun- | ing team managed to clinch wresting. . .he fought hard.” jor by only one point. This 


“ : : - ° . . M4 
During the next mid- diff was honored with an | an important win last night, Koren has taken the would have given Hopkins ames 
term period, take a good AFC Pro Bowl selection. topping the Gettys- two more points and SIX g 
look around campus. Be- He then returned to | burg Bullets 22-18. a more comfortable 


W. B-BALL, From B12 
Her impressive play, es- 
pecially in the past week, 
earned her Centennial 
Conference Player of the 
Week honors. She was also 
named The News-Letter’s 
Athlete of the Week. 


sides the fact that it looks 
like a zombie apocalypse 
has just swept across cam- 
pus — with all of those 
bulging red eyes and mo- 
notonous gaits — a lot can 
be learned from observing 


lead going into the 
next match. 

Hopkins kept the 
momentum going, 
though, and, despite a 
few close losses, man- 
aged to stay ahead 19- 


have another strong sea- 
son in 2011. With a long 
of 51 yards, he connected 
on 28 of 37 (75.7 percent). 
Cundiff also made some 
huge kicks throughout 
both the regular and post- 


Although still only 
4-11 overall, the Blue 
Jays have moved to 
3-1 in the Centennial 
conference, while the 
Bullets have fallen to 
1-4 in the Centennial. 


=<, 


each student. seasons each year, and The team recent- 15 entering the 197-Ib 

Many are filled with it is difficult to tell if the | ly beat Washington match between junior This past week against 
disappointment, regret Ravens would have made | & Lee and McDaniel Reid Mosquera and | the other two teams at the 
and anxiety. It is not un- sucha deep playoff runin | and will hopefully NATALIA GIBBS/PHOTO EDITOR the Bullets’ junior | top of the Centennial Con- 
common to hear, ‘Damn, 2011 without these. be able to sustain Hopkins beat Gettysburg 22-18 on Wednesday night. Marshall Puls. Mos- | ference, Vassila was at her 
how did I miss that ques- But such is the mantra | this momentum quera pulled Hopkins | best, collecting 16 points 


tion?’ or ‘Man, my parents 


are going to be pissed!’ 
Here at Hopkins, 


This 
answering 


institutions. 
entail 


different 
rectly 


questions 
throughout 


quizzes, 


more (insert 


here). 


Despite all of our prior 
experience, however, we all 
slip up one time or another 
and miss those “gimme” 
questions on an exam. We 
are not immune to miss- 
ing a question every now 
and again that our second 
grade selves would have 
certainly gotten. It is often 


referred to as a brain fart, 

and we are all victims. 
Nothing stings as bad 

as missing those questions, 


and we constantly beat 


ourselves up over them. 
Now imagine missing 

wide left on a 32-yard field 

goal to put your team into 


the Super Bowl. Instead of 


just disappointing your- 
‘Self, and possibly your par- 
ents, as with a test qués- 
tion, now you would have 
let down your friends, 
your teammates and your 
coaches — nonetheless in 
a television event that re- 
ceived one of the highest 
viewership ratings since 
last year’s Super Bowl. 

Not to mention, you 
have let down your entire 
city — suffering from eco- 
nomic despair, elevated 
rates of crime and a high 
rate of unemployment — 
that looks at football as 
much more than a sport. 

Regardless of the scale, 
we have all had experienc- 
es that teach us the despair 
that Baltimore Ravens 
place-kicker Billy Cundiff 
must be going through. So 
here are three reasons why 
we still love Billy and so 
should you. 

First, Cundiff has had 
two phenomenal regular 
seasons for the Ravens 
in 2010 and 2011. In 2010, 
Cundiff connected on 26 of 
29 (89.7 percent) field goals 
and even broke an NFL 


we 
have all done well enough 
in our pasts in order to 
gain admission to one of 
America’s most esteemed 
would 
thou- 
sands and thousands of 
cor- 
the 
years. This includes tests, 
pop-quizzes, 
standardized tests, spell- 
ing bees, mathletics and 
tormented 
middle school experience 


of a kicker: fail and you 
will be the goat, but win 
and you will rarely be con- 
sidered the hero. 

Second, Billy Cundiff 
still has a bright future 
ahead of him, and many 
people within the Ravens’ 


organization still look to 
him as one who can help 
them win the big one. 


Ever since its instatement 
in 1920, the National Foot- 
ball League has been filled 
with “rags to riches” type 
stories that continue in- 
spire the public. 

Tales like Kurt Warner’s, 


who went from supermar- | 


ket bag boy to two-time 
Super Bowl MVP, and the 
journey of former 
England Patriot place-kick- 
er “Automatic” Adam Vina- 
tieri, which may relate more 
directly towards Cundiff. 
After a record break- 
ing career at South Dakota 


_ State University, Vinatieri 


was disregarded and re- 
jected by the NFL, so he 
pursued a kicking posi- 


New | 


tion for the European Foot- | 
ball League’s Amsterdam | 


Admirals in 1995. After a | 


season overseas, Vinatieri 
signed as an undrafted 
free agent to the Patriots, 
where he later went on to 
arguably become one of the 
game's greats, winning’an 
unprecedented four Super 
Bowls (three with the Pa- 
triots and one with Colts). 
Nobody knows what 


over the next few weeks. 
Their next match will take 
place at Messiah, at 7 p.m. 
on Feb. 3, while the next 
two home games will be 
against Stevens Tech and 
Kings Point on Feb. 12, the 
first of these two games 
taking place at 11 a.m. 

Although the team has 
sustained a few injuries for 
some key players, Hopkins 
had confidence going into 
Wednesday’s match. 

“We did expect to win, 
although we knew it’d be 
a tough one,” Head Coach 
Keith Norris said. 

Although Hopkins 
maintained the lead, it 
was at times by no more 
than six points; sufficiently 
close that a pin by the Bul- 
lets could have changed 
the match drastically. 

The Bullets’ pin never 
came, though. “[Junior Mi- 


Blue Jays in midst of CC rough patch 


By JARED FRYDMAN 


| Staff Writer 


the future holds, but we all | 


hope that the 2012 season 


will hold Cundiff’s chance | 


for a comeback into Super 
Bow] glory. 

Third, with a five-year 
15 million dollar contract, 
Cundiff falls into the top 
taxing bracket within the 
city of Baltimore. Outside 
of giving back to the com- 
munity through football, 
Mr. Cundiff provides some 
of the highest taxable in- 
come to a city in dire need 
of security, public educa- 
tion and _ infrastructure. 
Though he has no say in 
the matter, a small amount 
of recognition should be 
paid in this respect. 

So Mr. Cundiff, if you 
are somewhere out there 
reading this, just know that 
we at the JHU News-Letter, 
as well as the Johns Hop- 
kins University student 
community, have your back 
and fully support you. 


COURTEST OF BALTIMORESUN.COM 
Cundiff became a ane with one kick, but it should not define who he is. 
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This past week, Hopkins 
men’s basketball attempted 
to stop a three-game skid, 
taking on Franklin & Mar- 
shall, hosting Muhlenberg 
and traveling to Gettys- 
burg. Unfortunately, the 


| Blue Jays could not pre- 


vent a further slide, losing 
games to the Diplomats 
and Mules to make it five 
consecutive losses. 

Late Wednesday night, 
however, the Jays beat Get- 
tysburg, 57-45, ending their 
losing streak. Hopkins now 
stands at 11-9 and 7-6 in the 
Centennial Conference. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 25, 
the Jays traveled to Frank- 
lin & Marshall to enter the 
gym of the ninth-ranked 
Diplomats. From the onset, 
the game was lopsided, as 
Hopkins fell into an early 
9-2 hole. They then deep- 
ened the deficit, falling 
behind 24-4 slightly before 
halftime. 

Salvaging another short 
run from F&M, the Blue Jays 
were able to score six un- 
answered points before the 
halftime whistle to cut the 
lead to 31-14 at the break. 

The Blue Jay offense 
struggled with the Diplo- 
mat defense, shooting just 
27.5 percent from the field. 
They also had zero players 
score double-digit points 
on the night. Four Blue 
Jays scored four points 


- Women’s B-Ball 
January 21,2012 — 
Hopkins v. Dickinson 


place of the team’s usual 
133-lb wrestler, sophomore 
Ray Yagloski, as the result 
of Yagloski’s injuries. 

A pin against Koren 
would have put the Bul- 
lets at six points, tying 
them to the Blue Jays be- 
fore they had gained more 
of an advantage. 

In addition, Koren and 
junior Jody Gowen both 
faced talented opponents 
and helped Hopkins de- 
fend their lead by not get- 
ting pinned and playing 
hard to get points for the 
team according to Norris. 

Hopkins had moved to 
an early lead, which they 
held on to for the remainder 
of the match. It began with 
125-lb freshman Paul Bewak, 
who started off the match on 
a strong note, pinning senior 
Abe Evans and giving Hop- 
kins an early 6-0 lead. 


and sophomore guard Kyle 
Mobbs_ led «all Hopkins 
scorers with five points. 

Throughout the second 
half, the Diplomats’ domi- 
nance continued. Early on 
im the second twenty, the 
Blue Jays cut the lead to 
14 points, spreading the 
ball around and seemingly 
finding a rhythm. 

The good fortune did 
not last, however, as the 
home team suddenly ex- 
ploded with another of- 
fensive attack, opening 
up a 26-point lead with 
eight minutes remaining 
in the game. 

The Centennial Confer- 
ence leaders maintained 
their lead and closed out 
the game with a final score 
of 65-40, dominating on 
both sides of the ball and 
improving their overall re- 
cord to 17-1 and 10-1 within 
the conference. 

Hopkins then attempt- 
ed'to rebound from their 
tough loss on Saturday, 
facing off with Muhlen- 
berg. The game, named the 
Wall-O’Mahony Game, re- 
membered the loss of two 
Hopkins men’s basketball 
alumnae, Glen Wall and 
Matt O’Mahony. The for- 
mer players died in the 
Sept, 11, 2001 attacks on the 
World Trade Center. 

In a tough, physical and 
well-fought game, Muhlen- 
berg managed to edge out 
the Blue Jays, 58-54. Hop- 
kins sophomore guard 


ahead in the end, winning 
the match 16-9, which put 
Hopkins at a comfortable 
22-15 lead going into the 
heavyweight match. 

The usual heavyweight 
wrestler, 285-Ib senior Rick 
Danilkowicz, is injured and 
will probably sit out for the 
season, according to Nor- 
ris. Taking his place against 
Bullets’ junior Kevin Poplas- 
ki in the 285-Ib weight class 
was 174-lb freshman Evan 
Johnson, fighting hard for 
an impressive 1-0 loss. 

“{It’ll be] up to Evan if he 
wants to continue wrestling 
in that class,” Norris said. 

With Danilkowicz out 
for the season, the spot 
will be open indefinitely, 
leaving a 285-lb gap for the 
team to fill. It will be dif- 
ficult and will put more 
pressure on the other nine 
wrestlers to perform. 


Daniel Corbett earned the 
Wall-O’Mahony MVP hon- 
ors for the second consecu- 
tive year, this year posting a 
career high 17 points, three 
rebounds and one stealew.. 

“In the back and forth 
affair, Corbett cut the lead 
to one point with a three 
pointer with just over 11 
minutes remaining in the 
game. At that point, an of- 
fense attack from Muhlen- 
berg ignited, and a 13-2 
run from the Mules put a 
damper on the Jays’ hopes 
of finally slashing their re- 
cent losing streak. 

After attempting to bat- 
tle back, Hopkins ran out 
of time. The Mules fought 
off the Jays, improving to 
6-6 in the conference, the 
same conference record as 
the Jays at the time. 

On Wednesday against 
the Bullets of Gettysburg, 
the Blue Jays got another 
solid performance from 
Corbett, who scored 10, 
while forwards George 
Bugarinovic, a freshman, 
and senior Tim McCarty 
posted 14 and 15 points, 
respectively. McCarty 
missed a double-double by 
one rebound. 

Hopkins will look to im- 
prove their play and make 
a statement in the confer- 
ence over the remaining 
weeks of the season, ul- 
timately looking to heat 
up as the regular season 
concludes and make a run 


and 13 rebounds against 
Muhlenberg and 12 points 
and 11 rebounds against 
F&M. These two games ac- 
counted for half of her dou- 
ble-doubles on the season. 

Perhaps the most in- 
triguing aspect of the Lady 
Jays this season is their 
impressive depth that may 
have been missing in pre- 
vious years. Eight players 
have seen playing time in 
every game this season, 
and two of the top five 
scorers on the team, sopho- 
more guard Fatu Conteh 
(7.2 ppg) and freshman for- 
ward Maggie Fruehan (5.3 
ppg), come off the bench. 

Senior point guard 
Stephanie Fong has ex- 
celled in her role as team 
leader and floor general, 
as she ranks second in the 
Ccentennial Conference in 
assists and eight all-time in 
career assists at Hopkins. 
She also leads the confer- 
ence in free throw percent- 
age with a by shooting at a 
91.1% (51-56) clip from the 
line. 

On Wednesday night, 
the Lady Jays faced off with 
Gettysburg, a team batting 
for playoff position, and 
handed the Bullets a 67-57 
loss. Hopkins was led by 
Mattiola, whose three-point 
skills were once again on 
display, and Fong. Mattiola 
hit a decisive deep-ball to 
put the game away for good 
late in the second half. On 
the game, Mattiola notched 
11 points. 

Fong was the team’s 
leading scorer with 16, and 
she also topped the Jays 
with seven assists. Again, 
it was her prowess at the 
free-throw line that boost- 
ed Hopkins. Half of Fong’s 
points came on foul shots. 

Nine Jays scored in the 
game, including a great 
performance from fresh- 
man forward Haley Bush. 

Up next this week for 
the Lady Blue Jays is an- 
other tough couple games 
against Centennial op- 
ponents on their home 
courts. On Saturday the 
Jays travel to Swarthmore 
College to take on the 
Garnet before making a 
trip on Wednesday 2/8 to 
Westminster, MD to take 
on the Green Terror of Mc- 
Daniel College. 

After this road swing 
the Lady Blue Jays Basket- 
ball team will return home 
to finish out the regular 
season with the hopes of 
securing the top spot and 
potentially hosting the 


deep into the playoffs. 


conference tournament. 
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By MIKE KANEN 


Sports Editor 


A year removed from 
one of Hopkins women’s 
basketball's best seasons 
In recent memory, a cam- 
paign that included 22 
wins — the last of which 
came in the first round of 
the NCAA Tournament — 
the Lady Jays entered their 
2011-2012 schedule with 
expected nerves. Not only 
did Hopkins need to live 
up to the hype they cre- 
ated for themselves, but 
they also had to replace 
1,000-point scorer Lyndsay 
Burton. : ; 

Burton, who led the Jays 
in points and rebounds per 
game and was an honor- 
able mention all-American 
last winter, was an impact 
power forward, a _ true 
game-changer teams need- 
ed to prepare for. So when 
junior forward Alex Vas- 
sila was awarded the task 
of filling Burton’s shoes at 
forward this season, it was 
a daunting task. 

“To be honest, I know 
that a lot of us thought 
this year would be very 
difficult, picking up with- 
out great team leaders like 
Lyndsay Burton,” Vassila 
said. “And going from that, 


I think it is impossible to 
replace such an outstand- 
ing player and teammate 


[as Burton].” 


However, as the season 


has progressed, the Blue 
Jays have learned how to 
deal without a top-flight 
scorer like in years past. In- 
stead, the Jays have relied 
on several hands to pick 
up the slack, most notably 
Vassila and senior guard 
Chantel Mattiola. 

“I think last year with 
Lyndsay on our team, we 
all felt that if we ever got 
stuck or needed a go-to 
player to bring a spark into 
the game, we could turn 
to Lyndsay,” Vassila said. 
“Now, it can be any one on 
our team on any given day. 
Our starters all contribute, 
as well as our players who 
come off the bench. One 
secret weapon, you could 
say, that our team has 
which makes us so hard to 
beat is how deep we are on 
the bench.” 

But as widespread as 
the Hopkins offense has 
been this season, the past 
few games have been Vas- 
sila’s show. Beginning on 
Jan. 16th against confer- 
ence rival Muhlenberg, 
the six-foot-one Maryland 
native has recorded four 
double-doubles in her last 
six games, reminscent of 
Burton’s former domi- 
nance. ° 

Vassila posted her sec- 
ond double-double of the 
season on the 16th, a 10 
point-l10 rebound perfor- 
mance, before scoring 11 
with eight rebounds in just 
18 minutes of 
play against 
Bryn Mawr 
days later. 

In her next 
three games, 
Vassila led the 
Jays to key con- 
ference victo- 
ries over Dick- 
inson, Franklin 
and Marshall 
and Muhlen- 
berg again 
with three 
more --double- 
doubles. On 
Wednesday 
night, she just 
missed yet an- 
other double- 
double against 
Gettysburg, 
but Vassila 
-did manage to 
FILE PHOTO move into sec- 


Vassila has four double-doubles in her.last six games. ond place in 


CAT HLETE OF THE WEEK 
ALEX VASSILA 


school history with 111 ca- 
reer blocks. 

second meeting 
with the Mules was even 
more impressive than the 
first, as Vassila put up 16 
points and a season-high 
13 boards to lead the Blue 
Jays to a convincing win, 
and 
first-place lead in the Cen- 
tennial. The girls, she said, 
were playing with a chip 
on their shoulder. 


Her 
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Vassila’s 
gence and 


prises. 


comfortable 


“I wish 


recent emer- 
Burton-esque 


numbers are hardly sur- 
Last season, 
notched nearly nine points 
and eight rebounds a game 
in limited time, a sign of 
things to come. She then 
began this season with a 
double-double, scratching 
by York, 67-62. 


she 


I could say 


there is something specific 
that has spiked a change 


“Go- in mak- 
ing into ing me 
ti hia bt play the 
game all VITA L way that I 
of the STATISTICS have, but 
return- I don’t 
ers knew ph think it 
ee ed || Name: Alex Vassila shite 
them a Year: Junior person- 
beating Major: Public Health ally have 
on our Position: Forward done. | 
court. Hometown: Potomac, MD} think as 
Last year, High School: Winston a team 
we lost in Churchill we have 
the con- |! Favorite Food: Ice Cream} had some 
ference |! Favorite Movie: The Little] 8 * © 2 ' 
fi-nayls Rascals chemis- 
to them try on the 
and had court, and 
to watch we have 


them celebrate and cut 
down our net,” Vassila re- 
called. “From the tipoff, I 
felt that our team was so 


just been playing with all 

our hearts,” she said. 
“Besides all the team’s 

hard work that we have 


aggressive and fighting for 
every loose ball, just play- 
ing the best basketball that 
our team could collectively 
play.” 

For her individual per- 
formance on the court, 
Vassila was named the 
Centennial Conference’s 
Player of the Week. 

“Tt was actually really 
shocking to me [to hear I 
won the award],” the ju- 
nior said. “If someone had 
told me to pick someone on 
our team to give the honor 
to, I would have picked 
one of our amazing seniors 
that I've been so lucky to 
play with. So I guess it was 
a really exciting surprise 
that someone thought I de- 
served this honor.” 

In the midst of a six- 
game win streak, however, 
Vassila feels the team’s 
breakthrough into the na- 
tion’s top 25 rankings is a 
greater accomplishment. 

“T think Iam more excit- 
ed about our team finally 
getting the recognition it 
deserves,” she said. 


been putting in throughout 
the season, I have just been 
trying to keep working on 
things that I can control. 
Putting extra time in the 
gym to practice things as 
simple as making my lay- 
ups, being consistent with 
free throws and crashing 
the glass.” 

Heading into the final 
weeks of the regular sea- 
son, the Lady Jays stand at 
18-2 overall and have their 
sights set on the Centen- 
nial Conference playoffs. 
But with Vassila playing 
like past Blue Jay greats, 
the team hopes to compete 
in the NCAA Tournament 
come March. 

“l-expect our team to 
finish off the regular sea- 
son strong, and I do believe 
that we have a shot at win- 
ning the conference title 
this year,” Vassila said. “I 
think if we continue to play 
the way we have been in 
our last few games, we can 
go very far into the post- 
season — yes, farther than 
last year.” 


Kitayama named national swimmer of the week 


By SCOTT BARRETT 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins women’s 
swimming team had a gru- 
eling three matches this 
week against formidable 
opponents Navy, Towson, 
and Washington and Lee. 
The Jays began this stretch 


on January 25th against the 

Division I Navy Midship- 

men. The Midshipmen de- 

feated the Jays, 137-76, hand- 
ing Hopkins their first loss 
of the season and first defeat 

since January 28, 2011. 

The loss dropped the 
Jays to 7-1, while Navy 
improved to 7-4. Notable 
performers for the Jays in- 
cluded freshman Ana Bog- 
danovski, who placed sec- 
ond in the 100-meter Free 
and the 200-meter Free. 

The Lady Jays looked to 
rebound against Towson just 
two days later, but unfortu- 
nately fell short, 117-172. The 
JHU loss marked the Tigers’ 
fourth straight win, improv- 
ing their already impressive 
record to 9-1. 

The Jays were led by 
sophomore Taylor Kita- 
yama, who won three in- 
dividual events. The Lady 
Jays did not despair, how- 
ever, and turned things 
around the following day 
with a hard fought victory 
over Washington and Lee, 
137-122. The Jays improved 
to 8-2 on the season, while 
the Generals fell to 9-3. 

_ Hopkins was anchored 
by sophomore Cristina 
Cusumano, who won 
the 100-meter Breast and 
finished second in the 


200-meter Breast. 
While Hopkins’ wom- 
en’s swimming team cer- 


tainly deserves recogni- 
tion, the Hopkins men’s 
swim team is on an un- 
precedented'run. 

The men’s squad began 
the week with a perfect 
6-0 record and a number- 
five national ranking. They 
looked to continue their 
already historic season 
against Towson and Wash- 
ington and Lee this past 
weekend and did not disap- 
point, winning both match- 
es to improve to 8-0 on the 
season. The first victory 
came against Towson on 
Friday, which featured 10 
Blue Jay wins in 12 events, 


allowing them to swim ex- 
hibitions in the final two 
events. The point totals fa- 
vored Hopkins, 148-127. 

The Blue Jays’ most no- 
table performances occurred 
in the 200-meter Medley Re- 
lay and the 50-meter free, in 
which Hopkins swept the 
top three spots in each event. 
Other noteworthy perfor- 
mances included junior Nick 
Schmidt's two first place fin- 
ishes in the 200-meter free 
and the 100-meter fly. 

The team built off their 
performance the next day 
against 19th-ranked Wash- 
ington and Lee. 


The Jays seemed unaf- 
fected by racing on back- 
to-back days, defeating the 
Generals, 154-105. The win 
improved the Jays to 8-0, 
giving them the most wins 
in a season since they went 
9-4 in the 2004-2005 season. 

The Jays won 11 out of 
12 scoring events. The Jays 
were led by junior Dylan 
Coggin and _ freshman 
Dylan Davis, who each 
won two individual races. 

The match was a to- 
tal team effort, featuring 
seven different Hopkins 
swimmers winning the 
other seven events. 


Blue Jays to fly to New Balance Invite 


TRACK, From B12 
highest jump in Hopkins 
history. For the women, the 
winter season began along- 
side the men at the NYU Go- 
tham Cup. Across the board, 
the Hopkins women moved 
up in Blue Jay history with 
record setting runs. 

Freshman Megan Kelly 
recorded the 6th fastest time 
in Hopkins history in the 500 
meter dash witha run of 86.51 
seconds while Junior Monika 
Sullivan followed her with a 
time of 86.84 seconds, good 
for 7th all-time. In the 1000 
meter run sophomore Deidre 
Caffrey ran a 3:22.21 to put 
her in 9th all-time in Hopkins 
history while sophomore Sa- 
mantha Brandon moved into 
10th with a run of 3:27.76. 

In the following week, 
the Lady Jays arrived on 
the campus of the Univer- 
sity of Maryland for the 
Terrapin Invitational and 


came away with a 7th place 
finish among the 18 com- 
peting schools. Leading the 
way was junior shot put- 
ter Alana Merkow who set 
the Hopkins record with 
a throw of 41’ 1.5”, besting 
the former record set in 
2007 by Amarachi Onyima. 

On the women’s side 
of the Penn State Invita- 
tional, freshman Hannah 
Eckstein, sophomore Holly 
Clarke, and sophomore 
Lara Shegoski were select- 
ed to compete against the 
best distance runners the 
nation had to offer. Clarke 
finished 13th with a time 
of 17:54.26 while Shegoski 
finished with a time of 
18:52.44. Eckstein had a ca- 
reer day, finishing 3rd with 
atime of 17:19.68. Her run 
shattered the freshman re- 
cord in the 5000 meter run 
by 15 seconds while also 
being good for 3rd best 


among all Division III run- 
ners for 2012. 

This past weekend the 
Lady Jay jumpers compet- 
ed in the Thomson Invite at 
the University of Delaware 
where the team placed 17th 
in the 22 team field. Junior 
Kristin Spera led Hopkins 
with a season best long 
jump for her and among all 
of Division III competitors 
at the event, leaping 15’ 
10”. Along with Spera, ju- 
nior Emily Kashka had an 
impressive showing with a 
4th place finish in the pole 
vault, followed by class- 
mate Tracey Vill who had a 
10th place finish. 

After two weeks of see- 


_ ing the Hopkins Track and 


Field team split up among 
various events, the entire 
team will compete recon- 
vene to compete in the New 
Balance Invitational this 
weekend, February 3-4. 
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Fencing seasons heat 
up al UPenn Invite 


By HANNAH ECKSTEIN 


For The News-Letter 
While many Hopkins 
students were relaxing 


at home enjoying a break 
from studying and work 
during the 
Hopkins men’s and wom- 


intersession, 


en’s fencing teams were 
hard at work, training and 
participating in highly 
competitive tournaments. 

After a short break for 
the holidays, the Blue Jays 
opened up the second half 
of their respective seasons 
at the Philadelphia Invi- 
tational on Sunday, Jan. 
22nd. The meet was held at 
the University of Pennsyl- 
vania and boasted strong 
competition from nation- 
ally ranked teams such 
as Duke, North Carolina, 
Sacred Heart, NJIT and 
Haverford. 

Even going up against 
such highly ranked Di- 
vision I and Division III 
schools, the Blue Jays held 
their own, fending off 
some stiff competition. 

On the men’s side, the 
day began with a disap- 
pointing loss after a close 
match with Duke. Howev- 
er, the team rallied to crush 
UNC, 20-7, with impressive 
showings in the sabre from 
both junior Nicolas Bar- 
bera and freshman Ara- 
vind Menon. 

Another freshman, Rob- 
ert Goldhirsch, also helped 
lead the team to victory 
with an impressive win 
in the foil. The win over 
Chapel Hill was finally se- 
cured by freshman Brian 
Reddick, who posted a 6-3 
win in the Epee. 

The men then sliced 
their way to victory 
against the NJIT High- 
landers. The Highlanders 
stood little chance against 
the duo of Barbera and 
Menon, who led team to 
a 2-1 lead, sweeping the 
team to victory. Despite 
closing the day with a 
loss to Penn, the men end- 
ed up with an impressive 
3-2 record for the meet, an 
improvement from their 
last meet at Haverford 
in November when they 
went 2-2. 

On the women’s side, the 
Lady Jays opened the day 
with a loss to Penn, but they 
did put up a good fight. 
Despite losing to three D-I 
schools, the women’s team 
had a strong victory against 
Haverford, the only other 
D-III school in the meet. 

Two standouts from the 
Invitational were senior 
Lauren Chinn and fresh- 
man Rachel Kalina. Both 
girls sliced their ways to 
nine wins apiece, includ- 
ing a clean sweep in the 
epee against Haverford for 
Chinn. The match against 
Haverford was a tight one, 
but the girls fought hard to 
earn their victory. 

After losing by a small 


margin in the Sabre (5- 
4), Hopkins responded 
with a 5-4 win in the 
foil. This success in the 
foil was largely due to a 
strong performance from 
sophomore Jackie Heath, 
who sealed the deal in 
the ninth and last bout, 
clinching the match. 

The secret to the team’s 
success may havé some- 
thing to do with the rigor- 
ous practice regimens that 
the teams followed over 
winter break and during 
intersession. 

“Fencing is a year round 
sport so there was little 
transition from home to 
training here at Hopkins,” 
freshman Aravind Menon 
said, not to be confused 
with his older brother, 
Sid, who is a junior on the 
men’s team. 

With two practices a 
day, including two hours of 
technique based work and 
two hours of lifting and 
conditioning, the teams put 
forth the effort and have 
the work ethic to see great 
results at bigger events as 
they proved in the Philadel- 
phia Invitational. 

Although the team is 
very talented, it is a sur- 
prisingly young team. 
Coach Austin Young did 
an excellent job of recruit- 
ing a very talented group 
of freshman this year, in- 
cluding Paul Vitale, Alex 
Szigeti, Brian Reddick, 
Robert Goldhirsch and 
Menon. On the women’s 
side, freshman Rachel Ka- 
lina and Gianni Puzzo 
have made huge contribu- 
tions to the team thus far. 

These freshman have 
been holding their own and 
have shown great improve- 
ment throughout the year. 

In addition to these 
newcomers, the men’s 
team is held together by 
key returners such as 
sophomore Jay Deyoung 
and Barbera. The women 
are led by seniors Chinn, 
Jenn Hession and sopho- 
more Katherine Simeon. 

With such young, tal- 
ented teams going up 
against fierce competitors, 
men’s and women’s fenc- 
ing are suiting up for an 
excellent second semester 
of matches. 

This past weekend the 
teams also competed in 
the Stevens Tech Invita- 
tional. The men blew away 
the competition, beating 
all five opposing schools. 
One noteworthy perfor- 
mance was sophomore 
Evan Stafford, who went 
13-0 at the meet. 

For their next big meet, 
the men’s and women’s 
teams will be traveling to 
Waltham, Massachusetts 
for the Eric Sollee Invita- 
tional on Saturday, Feb. 
4th. The event will feature 
more D-I schools who will 
keep these Blue Jays on 
their toes. 


_ COURTESY OF TECHNORATLCOM 
Hopkins fencing has worked tirelessly for their successful season. 
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CALENDAR 


Dip You 
Know? 


Hopkins’ women’s basket- 
ball team went 10-1 over the 
break, including three wins 
during their trip to Los Ange- 
les, CA from January 3rd to 


SATURDAY 
M. Lacrosse Scrimmage vs. Penn State, 
1P 


WEDNESDAY 
M. Basketball vs. McDaniel, 7 PM 


January 7th 


Veterans lead Jays to win in Goldfarb 


tie for fourth place in the Centennial Conference at 2-1. For 


NATALIA GIBBS/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
Hopkins has won three of their last four contests, heaah  celaiee night at home, moving into a 


ll wrestling coverage, please see Page B10. 


Robinson, Spera lead Hopkins track and field 


@y ERICK SUN 
Staff Writer 


After a much needed 
winter break, the men’s and 
women’s track and field 
teams got back to the action 
earlier this month to kick off 
their winter seasons. 

The men opened up 
the New Year on Jan. 13th 
athe NYY, Gotham Cup 
in New York, NY where 
sophomore Andrew Carey 
came in first in the un- 


seeded 800 meter run with 
a time of 1:59:37. Follow- 
ing their New York meet, 
Hopkins came back home 
to the state of Maryland for 
the Terrapin Invitational 
on Jan. 21st. Led by fresh- 
man Ryan Walsh’s record 
breaking high jump of 6’ 
4.25”, besting the former 
school record of 6’ 2”, the 
_Blue Jays placed 10th with 
~a team total of 32 points. 
This past weekend, 
Hopkins sophomore sen- 


sation Max Robinson par- 
ticipated in the Penn State 
National Invitational, an 
invite-only race whose 
field was chosen from the 
best runners in Division 
I programs such as Wis- 
consin and the University 
of Pennsylvania. In the 17 
person, 5000 meter race, 
Robinson was able to hold 
his own among some of the 
top runners in the nation, 
finishing 10th with a time 
of 15:18.44. 


While Robinson was 
racing in Pennsylvania, the 
men jumpers made their 
way to the University of 
Delaware for the Thomson 
Invitational. As a team, the 
men placed 14th with a to- 
tal of 22 points. The meet 
was especially memorable 
for freshman pole vaulter 
Paul Vozzo who jumped 
14’ 3.25” in the pole vault, 
setting the Hopkins fresh- 
man record and the fourth 

SEE TRACK, pace B11 


Have you bonded with classmates, members of your organization, 
' ordo you just have a big group of friends that want to live close together? 


Student Group Housing offers a unique opportunity for mixed 
groups of sophomores with shared common interests to live in a 
residential community together. This option is available in 
McCoy Hall only. This year when you sign up for Student Group 
Housing in McCoy floors 3-6, rising sophomores will have the 
opportunity to register in groups of 7, 8, 12, 16, or fill an entire 
wing (East Side - 39 Students & West Side — 43 Students). 


These groups may be comprised of several suites of the same 
gender or suites of different genders (for example, two male 
suites and one female suite, just remember suites must be 
single-sex). Students must choose suites adjacent to, or within 


close proximity to one another. 


Remember, the best part of being in Student Group Housing is 
that you get to live with a larger group of friends AND you get to 
secure your space before room selection takes place. 


Want to find out more? Join us on 
Monday, February 6th for the Student Group 


Housing Information Session 


- @ 3:00pm in the AMR Reading Room! 


By JEFF LYNCH 
Staff Writer 


While the rest of the 
student body at Hopkins 
returned home to recover 
from a long fall semester, 
the Lady Blue Jay basket- 


ball team took little time 


off. In fact, the ladies took 

advantage of the down 
| time from school to contin- 
ue improving their game. 

Though the weather got 
colder outside, the Lady 
Jays turned up the heat in 
gyms throughout the Cen- 
tennial Conference and be- 
yond, compiling a record 
of 10-1 over the break. This 
hot play raised their record 
to 18-2 overall and 13-2 in 
the Centennial Conference 
— good for first place. 

As recently as this past 
week, Hopkins earned a 
spot in the USA Today/ 
ESPN WCBA top 25 at #23 
nationally. 

After spending the 
holidays at home, the Blue 
Jays made a trip to sunny 
Southern California where 
they took down two West 
Coast powerhouses in Oc- 
cidental College and Chap- 
man University in a couple 
of closely contested games. 
The Jays then returned 
home only to hit the road 
again with a win at Ursi- 
nus before two home Cen- 
tennial Conference wins 
against Washington Col- 
lege and Swarthmore. 

The lone rough spot in 
the month of January was 
a road foss against rival 
| Haverford College by a 
| score of 41-37. Despite be- 


ious 


Monday, February 6th 
Student Group Housing 


Information Session 
@ 3:00pm in AMR 
Reading Room 


Monday, February 6th @5pm - 
Monday, February 13th @ 11:59pm 
Student Group Housing Registration to 
be completed and submitted on-line 
Visit: www.jhu.edu/hds/together 
Deadline: Monday, February 13th @ 11:59pm 


Friday, February 17th 
Student Group Housing 
Priority Number Notification 
sent out via email by 5:00 pm 


2012 


Im sortant Dates: 


Friday, February 24th 
Contract Signing for 
Student Group Housing 
at 3:00pm. Location - 
To be determined. 


Women’s Basketball enters 
nation’s top 25 rankings 


ing 13-6 (8-6 CC), Haver- 
ford has given the Lady 
Blue Jays fits this season, 
accounting for their only 
two losses on record. 

In those teams the 
Haverford defense has 
been the difference, hold- 
ing Hopkins to 39.5 points 
per game, down from their 
season average of 62.8. 

The Lady Jays wasted no 
time bouncing back, win- 
ning their next five games 
in relatively easy fashion, 
including three games 
against the next two top 
teams in the Centennial 
Conference in Muhlenberg 
and Franklin & Marshall. 

Leading the way for 
the Blue Jays this season 
has been senior shooting 
guard Chantel Mattiola 
who has averaged 12.5 
points per game and 3.5 re- 
bounds per game. Mattiola 
also set a Hopkins record 
during the break for most 
career three-point baskets 
made. 

She is the Jays’ sharpest 
shooter, accounting for 41° 
of the team’s 56 total made 
three pointers this season, 
including an impressive 
streak in which she has hit 
at least one trey in each of 
her last 28 games played 
dating back to the 2010- 
2011 season. 

Right behind Mattiola is 
junior center Alex Vassila, 
who is second on the team 
in scoring (9.7 ppg), ranks 
second in the conference : 
in blocked shots 
season), and eee ae _ 
in rebounding (8.8 rpg). 

See W. B-BALL, pace B10 
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